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Abstract 

This study comparatively studied the availability and utilization of library resources in public 

and private universities in Anambra State. Two research questions guided the study and two 

hypotheses were tested at 0.05 level of significance. Descriptive survey research design was 

adopted for the study. The instrument for data collection was questionnaire administered to 

679 students. Data collected were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean and standard 

deviation.  The results of the study revealed among others that the library resources are 

available in public and private universities in Anambra State were: textbooks, journals, 

magazines, newspaper, handbook, dictionary, research reports and computers.  Based on the 

findings, it was recommended among others that University Management should organize 

orientation programme for new and old students in every academic session to enlighten them 

on the available library resources and procedures for usage to enable them access 

information for course and research works.  
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Introduction 

Students of universities require a variety of information resources for widening their 

knowledge and doing their assignments among others. On the other hand, the lecturers 

require information for teaching and research, for effective delivery of their lectures. One of 

the places in which students can access a variety of information is the library. Aladeniyi and 

Owokole (2018) averred that library resources are essential tools in the teaching and learning 

process of any academic community. Furthermore, Aladeniyi and Owokole stressed that 

members of academia need library resources for teaching, learning research, update of 

knowledge and personal development. The library is a storehouse of books and other 

information resources. Omonigho (2020) refers to a library as any designated location where 

information-laden materials are acquired, processed and organized to meet specific needs 

of its patrons. It is a repository of information for advancing knowledge. According to 

Ogugua, Unegbu and Esievo (2019), a library is a place where the organized collections of 

books are kept in schools for teachers and students. The authors also added that it may 

comprise reference books and books for reading under the care of a professional librarian. 

The library is an intellectual powerhouse where information is gathered, stored and retrieved 

by members of the school community. Tofi and Onuminya (2019) defined a library as an 

institution responsible for the acquisition, organization and storage of recorded knowledge in 

various media for study, research and consultation. Library is a store house of documentation 

and information which staff and students may use for advancement of library. Variety of 

teaching and learning resources are kept in library to enrich the knowledge of students and 

members of staff.  

           Library resources are materials that preserve and disseminate information for reading, 

study and reference. According to Ntui and Udah (2015), library resources are the raw 

materials that provide vital services in the teaching and learning process. Continuing, Ntui 

and Udah (2015) asserted that library resources contain information in both print and non-

print formats such as textbooks, journals, indexes, newspapers and magazines, reports, 

internet, video tapes, diskettes, and microforms. According to Abdullahi, Ahmad and Ahmed 

(2019), libraries are established in institutions of learning for the purposes of providing, 

organizing, and making available both print and non-print information resources for students, 

academic and visiting members of the community to aid teaching, learning and researches. 

Library resources are the equipment, printed andnon-printed materials meant to promote 

teaching and learning. Quadri, Adetimirin and Idowu (2014) noted that the purpose of the 

university libraries is to provide adequate and relevant information resources both in print 

and non-print formats. Quadri et al also asserted that the print information resources like 

journals, textbooks, magazines, newspapers and reference materials and non-print like CD-

ROM, audio-visual materials, micro-films, micro fiches, databases and e-resources are to 

support class assignments, project work, term papers and seminar presentation by providing 

relevant information and services provided for effective and efficient achievement of 

academic excellence.  

           Availability of library resources is the presence of functional information resources in 

educational institutions. According to Onye (2016), availability is concerned with resources 

physically located in the library. Ogugua, Unegbu and Esievo (2019) defined library 

availability as the state of providing and making accessible necessary facilities and equipment 

needed to promote learning for effective achieving a set of goals in educational institutions. 

Availability of library resources creates an enabling environment that stimulates students and 

lecturers to gain access to information. Tofi and Onuminya (2019) asserted that the 

availability of library resources means the presence of information or reading materials that 
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can be easily obtained or used by the readers. Atanda and Uchendu (2019) asserted that 

library resources availability does not only mean that information resources are provided but 

also entails accessibility. Thus, the level of availability of library resources in any university 

could influence the utilization. Odu and Edam-Agbor (2018) asserted that no matter how 

large and well-stocked a library is, if the resources cannot be accessed and utilized, such a 

library is meaningless. To buttress this, Hassan (2020) asserted that providing various 

information resources in university libraries to satisfy users’ information needs may not be 

important if the resources in print and electronic formats are not utilized by users.  

           The utilization of library is the routine use of information resources. Barfi, Afful-

Arthur and Agyapong(2018) defined utilization of library as the practical and maximum use 

of information resources identified and acquired by a user to solve a problem or achieve a set 

goal. The lecturers can utilize the library resources to conduct research, develop and update 

their knowledge and teaching skills. Oduagwu and Oduagwu (2013) pointed out students can 

also use available library materials to supplement and enrich what has been taught in class. 

Continuing, Oduagwu and Oduagwu averred that it also provides an independent means of 

education where users can work at their own pace to achieve their desired goals. Utilization 

of university library resources is the use of available information materials by students, 

lecturers and other members of staff to promote teaching, learning and continuous research. 

Akande and Bamise (2017) asserted that a school library with its resources will only be 

useful if utilized by the staff and students it is meant to serve. It is the proper use of the 

library and its’ resources for continuous research and learning. Onye (2016) stressed that 

utilization of the library depends on the information resources available in the library and also 

accessible to the student. Some libraries in public and private universities seem to be 

understocked with information resources and some of the available resources are outdated 

and unkempt. Anunobi and Nwankwo (2020) observed that students walk into the library, 

and leave without consulting the rich information resources prepared and properly organized 

in the library. Some students visit the library to charge their phones and other personal 

reasons besides using library information resources. Even those undergraduates that are 

willing to use university libraries often complain of the inability of the library to meet up 

their information needs (Olajide & Adio, 2017). Given this background, the study 

investigated the availability and utilization of library resources in public and private 

universities in Anambra State. 

 

Purpose of the Study 
The main purpose of the study was to determine the availability and utilization of library 

resources in public and private universities in Anambra State. Specifically, the study sought 

to: 

1. Determine the availability of library resources in public and private universities in 

Anambra State. 

2. Find out the utilization of library resources in public and private universities in Anambra 

State. 

 

Research Questions 
The following research questions guided the study: 

1. What are the availability of library resources in public and private universities in 

Anambra State? 

2. What are the library resources utilized in public and private universities in Anambra 

State?  
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Hypotheses  
The following hypotheses were tested at 0.05 level of significance: 

1. There is no significant difference in the mean scores of students on the availability of 

library resources in public and private universities in Anambra State. 

2. There is no significant difference in the mean scores of students on the utilization of 

library resources in public and private universities in Anambra State. 

 

Method 
Descriptive survey research design was adopted for the study. The population of the study 

comprised all the undergraduates of public and private universities in Anambra State. A 

multi-stage sampling procedure that involved cluster, proportionate stratified, and simple 

random sampling techniques was utilized to draw a sample size of 679 students. A 

researcher-developed instrument titled ‘‘Availability and Utilization of Library Resources 

Questionnaire (AULRQ)’’ was used for data collection. AULRQ contains 24 items arranged 

in two clusters namely: I and II. Cluster 1 contains 12 items on the availability of library 

resources, while cluster II has 12 items on the utilization of library resources. All the items 

are structured on a four-point rating scale of Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D); 

Strongly Disagree (SD) weighted 4, 3, 2, and 1 respectively. The instrument was subjected to 

face validation by three experts in Library and Information Science. The internal consistency 

of the instrument was determined using Cronbach alpha. This yielded a reliability coefficient 

of 0.79 and 0.81 for the two clusters respectively and the overall coefficient of the instrument 

was 0.80.  

           Copies of the questionnaire were administered to the respondents by the researchers 

together with two research assistants who are lecturers in public and private universities in 

Anambra State. A total of 679 copies of the questionnaire were distributed and 651 were 

properly filled and successfully retrieved indicating a 96 percent return rate. The data were 

analyzed using mean and standard deviation for answering the research questions and t-test 

for testing the hypotheses. For decision on the research questions, mean ratings that fall 

below 2.50 were taken as disagreement, while mean ratings of 2.50 and above were taken to 

indicate agreement. In making decisions on the null hypotheses, if the p-value is equal to or 

greater than the significant value of 0.05, the null hypothesis is rejected and the difference is 

taken to be statistically significant, but if otherwise, the null hypothesis is accepted and the 

difference is taken to be statistically not significant. 
  

Results  

 

The demographic characteristics of the farmers consisted of their sex, marital status and age.  

Table 1: Distribution of Respondents based on Gender 

Gender  Frequency  Percentage (%) 

Male  292 45 

Female  359 55 

Total  651 100 

Source: Researcher’s Field Survey and Computation, 2021 

As shown on Table 1, 45% (292) of the students are male, while 55% (359) are female 

showing that there are more female students than the males.  
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Table 2: Distribution of Respondents based on Age 

Age Frequency  Percentage (%) 

Below 18 years  137 21 

19 – 25 389 60 

26 and above  125 19 

Total  651 100 

Source: Researcher’s Field Survey and Computation, 2021 

The result on Table 2 show that majority 60% (389) of the undergraduates are between 19-25 

years of age, 21% (137) of the respondents are below 18 years, while 19% (125) of the 

respondents are 26 years and above.  

Research Question One: What are the availability of library resources in public and private 

universities in Anambra State? 

 

Table 3: Mean and Standard Deviation Scores of Students on theAvailability of Library Resources 

 

Data Analysis presented on Table 3 revealed that the students in both public and private 

universities recorded mean scores above the cut-off mean of 2.50 for all items 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 

9, 10 and 12 indicating agreement with the items as the available library resources in public 

and private universities in Anambra State. The mean scores of the students in both public and 

private universities for items 3 and 7 are below 2.50 indicating disagreement with the items. 

The students in both public and private universities disagree with each other on item 10 and 

11. The overall standard deviation score of 1.05 and 1.07for public and private universities 

respectively are closer to the mean indicating similarity in their responses in each cluster. The 

cluster mean of 2.62 and 2.61for public and private universities respectively indicated that 

library resources are available in public and private universities in Anambra State.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

S/N ITEMS Public University 

Undergraduates (346) 
 Public University 

Undergraduates (305) 
 

x SD Remark x SD Remark 

1 Textbooks 2.81 1.02 Agree 2.65 1.04 Agree 

2 Journals  2.76 1.11 Agree 2.85 1.07 Agree 

3 Monographs  2.43 0.97 Disagree 2.48 1.14 Disagree  

4 Magazines  2.54 1.05 Agree  2.61 1.09 Agree 

5 Newspapers 2.52 1.02 Agree 2.59 1.03 Agree 

6 Handbooks 2.59 1.06 Agree 2.71 1.17 Agree  

7 E-books 2.47 1.04 Disagree 2.40 1.01 Disagree  

8 Dictionaries  2.91 1.12 Agree 2.87 1.06 Agree 

9 Research Reports  2.85 1.00 Agree  2,97 1.04 Agree 

10 Biographies  2.43 1.03 Disagree  2.53 1.11 Agree 

11 Audio-visual materials  2.58 1.07 Agree 2.45 1.04 Disagree 

12 Computers  2.51 1.13 Agree 2.54 1.08 Agree 

 Cluster Mean 2.62 1.05 Agree 2.61 1.07 Agree 
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Research Question Two: What are the library resources utilized in public and private 

universities in Anambra State?  

 

Table 4: Mean and Standard Deviation Scores of Students on the Utilization of Library 

Resources 

As revealed on Table 4, the mean scores ofstudents in both public and private universities are 

above the cut-off mean of 2.50 for all items 13, 17, 18, 20, 21 and 24 indicating agreement 

S/N ITEMS Public University 

Undergraduates (346)  
 Public University 

Undergraduates (305) 
 

x SD Remark x SD Remark 

13 Students search for information on 

the textbooks in the library  

2.65 1.07 Agree 2.55 1.02 Agree 

14 Students use available in journals 

to support claims by referencing 

the source 

2.41 0.98 Disagree 2.44 0.94 Disagree  

15 Students use monographs to search 

for information about the current 

status of specific subjects  

2.39 1.11 Disagree 2.32 1.01 Disagree  

16 Magazines are used by students to 

get wide variety of information on 

an issues  

2.41 0.95 Disagree  2.47 1.06 Disagree  

17 Students use available newspapers 

in library to get brief knowledge 

into the real happenings in the 

world  

2.67 1.08 Agree 2.59 1.11 Agree 

18 Students gain knowledge of 

general rules of the schools using 

the available handbooks in the 

library 

2.74 1.03 Agree 2.68 1.09 Agree 

19 E-books are used by teachers to 

provoke thinking for advancing 

knowledge 

2.48 1.14 Disagree  2.46 1.01 Disagree 

20 Students search for the meaning of 

words using the available 

dictionaries in the library  

2.87 1.10 Agree 2.75 1.04 Agree 

21 Students broaden their 

perspectives on a topic using 

available research Reports  

2.98 1.13 Agree 2.81 1.0 Agree 

22 Students read biographies in 

library to get inspire by 

accomplishment of their personal 

hero  

2.43 1.09 Disagree 2.71 1.44 Disagree  

23 Students use the audio-visual 

materials to make abstract ideas 

more concrete  

2.45 1.11 Disagree 2.41 1.03 Disagree 

24 The available computers in library 

to access online information 

2.52 1.02 Agree 2.55 1.09 Agree 

 Cluster Mean 2.58 1.07 Agree 2.56 1.07 Agree 
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with the statements as the library resources utilized in public and private universities in 

Anambra State. On the other hand, the mean scores ofthe students in both public and private 

universities for items 14, 15, 16, 19, 22 and 23 are below 2.50 indicating disagreement with 

the items. The overall standard deviation scoreof 10.7 and 1.07 for public and private 

universities respectively indicated that the respondents are homogeneous in their responses. 

The cluster mean of 2.58 and 2.56for public and private universities respectively indicated 

thatthe library resources are utilized in public and private universities in Anambra State. 

 

Hypothesis 1: There is no significant difference in the mean scores of students on the 

availability of library resources in public and private universities in Anambra State. 

 

Table 5: The t-test Summary of Mean Scores of Students on the Availability of Library 

Resources in Public and Private Universities  

 

Data presented on Table 5 revealed that the t-calculated value of 0.12 is less than t-critical 

value of 1.96 at 0.05 level of significance and 649 degree of freedom. Thus, the null 

hypothesis is not rejected. Therefore, there is no significant difference in the mean scores of 

students on the availability of library resources in public and private universities in Anambra 

State. 

 

Hypothesis 2: There is no significant difference in the mean scores of students on the 

utilization of library resources in public and private universities in Anambra State. 

 

Table 6: The t-test Summary of Mean Scores of Students on the Utilization of Library 

Resources in Public and Private Universities  

 

As shown on Table 6 the t-calculated value of 0.24 is less than t-critical value of 1.96 at 0.05 

level of significance and 649 degree of freedom. Thus, the null hypothesis is not rejected. 

Therefore, there is no significant difference in the mean scores of students on theutilization of 

library resources in public and private universities in Anambra State. 

 

Discussion of Findings 

The finding of the study reveals thatthe library resources are available in public and private 

universities in Anambra State. The available library resources were: textbooks, journals, 

magazines, newspaper, handbook, dictionary, research reports and computers. Aladeniyi and 

Owokole (2018) reported that the available library resources were: textbook, directories, 

handbook, manuals, newspaper & magazines, report, atlases/maps, dictionary, internet, 

Respondents  N  X SD t.cal t.crit. Df ∞ Remark 

Teachers 346  2.62 1.05 0.12 1.96 649 0.05 Not Significant  

Students  305  2.61 1.07      

Respondents  N  X SD t.cal t.crit. Df ∞ Remark 

Teachers 346  2.58 1.07 0.24 1.96 649 0.05 Not Significant  

Students  305  2.56 1.07      
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computer, biographies, abstract/indexes, encyclopedia and audio-visual materials. Tofi and 

Onuminya (2019) who reported thatmany library resources like computers, audio, visual, 

audio-visuals and e-books were not available in the schools. There is presence of various 

printed and non-printed materials for accessibility by students for course and research works. 

The available library resources in public and private universities cater for learning and 

research needs of students, academic and non-academic staff. It encourages students to 

develop good reading habits. It was also reported thatthere is no significant difference in the 

mean scores of students on theavailability of library resources in public and private 

universities in Anambra State. This is in disagreement with the finding of Iheagwam (2020) 

who reported that the library resources available in public and private secondary school 

libraries differ significantly. Iheagwam further observed that there are more library resources 

available in private schools than their public counterparts. The availability of library 

resources in public and private universities serves as rich source of information to students 

who may wish to conduct research on given area of interest.   

 The result of the study reveals thatthe library resources are utilized in public and 

private universities in Anambra State. The library resources are utilized in public and private 

universities in Anambra State were textbooks for searching information, newspapers to get 

brief knowledge into the real happenings in the world, handbooks to gain knowledge of 

general rules of the schools, dictionaries for searching the meaning of words, research reports 

for broader perspectives on a topic and the available computers to access online information. 

This is line with the finding of Barfi, Afful-Arthur and Agyapong (2018) who reported that 

the library resources such as books, journals, research monographs, indexes, abstracts, 

research reports and electronic resources are being utilized to a large extent. This refuted the 

finding of Aladeniyi and Owokole (2018) who reported that library resources are 

occasionally utilized in the university. The available library resources are put into optimal 

use.The numerous benefits of library resources can be derived through regular utilization of 

the available library resources. The students of public and private universities use library 

resources to enrich their knowledge in variety of areas.It was also reported that there is no 

significant difference in the mean scores of students on theutilization of library resources in 

public and private universities in Anambra State. The utilization of library resources serves as 

supplement to learning experience in the lecture halls.  

 

Conclusion  

Based on the findings, it is concluded that library resources are available and utilized by 

students in public and private universities in Anambra State. The students read and study in 

library in both public and private universities. The availability and utilization of library 

resources plays crucial roles in academic success of students. The utilization of library 

resources by students is a rich source of accumulated information and experience that satisfy 

the information and learning needs of undergraduates. The students in public and private 

universities keep abreast of the progress in different fields of life through the utilization of the 

available library resources. Thus, the availability and utilization of library resources by 

students of public and private universities is the cornerstone to the quest for knowledge which 

knows no bounds.  

Recommendations  

Based on the findings, it was recommended that: 



International Journal of Advanced Academic Research | ISSN: 2488-9849 

Vol. 7, Issue 9 (September, 2021) | www.ijaar.org  

 

119 
 

1. University Management should include specific amount of funds in the annual budget for 

procuring management of library resources such as monographs, e-books and audio-

visual materials. 

2. Ministry of Education and directors of Universities should make available annual specific 

grants for the acquisition of basic library resources such asmonographs, e-books 

andaudio-visual materials.  

3. University Management should organize orientation programme for new and old students 

in everyacademic session to enlighten them on the available library resources and 

procedures for usage to enable them access information for course and research works.  
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