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ABSTRACT 

The research examined spatial distribution of Christian-Muslim relationship in Kaduna 

Metropolis, Nigeria. Primary data were obtained through administration of 384 structured 

questionnaires to a random and systematic sampling size of population in some selected ten 

wards of both Kaduna North and Kaduna South Local Government Areas (LGA). Oral 

interviews and field observations were also purposefully carried out with both Christian and 

Muslim Clerics for holistic view of the Christian Muslim relationship in the metropolis. 

Descriptive and inferential statistics were employed and results of the data were presented in 

tables and charts. The results of the study show that there has been religious crisis and 

disharmony in the metropolis especially in Rigasa, Kawu, Sabon Tasha, Gonin Gora, Hayin 

Banki, Unguwan Kanawa, Tudun wada and Western Bye Pass, in the last 20 years and to date 

which has polarized the settlements into two kinds of communities; Muslims in the North and 

Christians in the South. The results also show that Government unfavourable policies, unequal 

distribution of resources, appointments, extreme fanaticism, insincerity, intolerance by both 

religions are some of the major reasons of religious disharmony in the metropolis. The study 

therefore recommends that: government should among other suggestions respect secularity 

principle as provided in the 1999 Nigerian Constitution (as amended) and stiff legal actions be 

taken against sponsors and perpetrators of religious crisis. 
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1.    INTRODUCTION 

Religion is a belief today that has engulfed the entire world, so much that anyone that is not 

inclined to one is hardly valued or given recognition in the society especially in the developing 

or underdeveloped countries. Different people or groups believe in assumed Supreme Being 

referred to as God, Allah, gods of different types and idols among others.  The take for religion 

in underdeveloped world makes people religious and has been given preference virtually over 

everything and formed the fulcrum of life as well as political administrations. This has resulted 

to quest by every group to place their beliefs the most appropriate and to a large extent the use of 

force to gain recognition. Consequently, such acts often result to violence which has devaluated 

our national unity, politics, economy and social being which is contrary to any role sociologists 

hold that religion is to play roles that unite mankind.  Recent trends and religious crises have no 

doubts shown that many geographical areas over the globe have witnessed one or many religious 

crises (Sanusi, 2009; Abdu, 2001) which have threatened Mankind’s existence than any other 

institution.  

 

It is unfortunate and very disheartening to know that violence has been the characteristic of 

religion. Tokunbo and Oladipupa (2017) are of the view that religion has been identified all over 

the world as one of the major causes of inter-group conflicts such as that of Israelites and 

Canaanites; among the Christians and Roman Empire some years back; of Muslims and Jews; 

Sikhs and Hindus; Reformers and Catholics; Muslim and Christians in Nigeria. Most of the 

world religions teach the unity of the mankind, but historical incidents of frequent violence and 

religious between different groups especially Christian and Muslim religion have cast doubt of 

their seriousness over their claims. To some extent it is not out of context to say that religion has 

done more harm than good.  The dominant motif of the history of religions is that of intolerance 

and violence (Tokunbo and Oladipupa 2017, The Nation, 2013). 

 

Nigeria, the most populous Black Country with over 140 million people (NPC, 2012) and one of 

the largest oil producing countries in the continent has witnessed numerous violent conflicts 

between Christians and Muslims. Virtually in Nigeria today there is hardly any facet of life, 

activity or programme that has no religious sentiments attached to it. Boer, (2004; 2007) reported 

that Christianity and Islam have co-existed for about 170 years in Nigeria, the mistrust and 

competition between them is deep- rooted and that Nigeria's oft-noted religious pluralism has 

been disrupted by religiously motivated conflicts, including killings, destruction of property and 

total social upheaval.  These religious conflicts can be traced largely to religious issues, colonial 

administration, poverty and unemployment and recently the introduction of sharia law 

(Adamolekun, 2002, 2013). 

While some parts of Nigeria such as Lagos, Benue, Oyo, Ekiti, Rivers dwell in religious 

harmony same cannot be said of the northern states such as Kaduna, Kano, Plateau, Bauchi, 

Borno and Katsina among others where religious crises have continued to occur. History has it as 

well as several studies carried out by Scholars such as Adamolekun, (1999); Abdulbarkindo, 

(2017); Olomojobi, (2013); Kaufman and Feldbaum, (2009). Olojo (2014); Olatunji et al, (2016) 

that religious crises have been reoccurrence issues in Kaduna metropolis; so much that today that 

the geographical setting in term of settlement in the metropolis is inclined and polarised towards 

religious sentiments (Alao, 2016). 
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In 2000, Kaduna State witnessed one of the worst religious conflicts in the history of the country 

occasioned by the introduction of sharia law by the state government. Although, sharia is an age-

long practice among the Muslim population in the state, what triggered the sharia conflicts of 

2000 was the impression of the Christian citizens that the action will turn Kaduna State into a 

Muslim state. The introduction of sharia law in Kaduna State by the state government was 

against the backdrop of the heterogeneity and religious plurality of the state and a long history of 

ethno-religious conflicts in the state (Alao, 2016; Kukah, 1993; 2002). Kaduna is a polarized 

state, where the two major religions, Christianity and Islam, have continued to claim the majority 

(another cause for strife). Apparently relying on 1963 Census, according to Angerbrandt (2011), 

there were 49.3% Muslims and 49.4% Christians. Although the 2006 census results did not 

include religion, the fact that the figures show a relatively equal rate of population growth in the 

two zones is an indication that there is no justification to the claim by the adherents of the two 

religions as being in the majority. 

 

Sheikh Mohammed Hussen Bagnya stated that “it has indeed become an example a prototype for 

other countries with the sub region to emulate Ghana” (Adu, 2016). The cordial relationship that 

exists between Christians and Muslims, he noted, “cannot be said about countries like Nigeria 

which Kaduna metropolis is one. The Christian-Muslims relations in Kaduna metropolis on the 

other hand that it is greatly divided along religious fault lines (Kukah, 2002) which and has 

resulted to prone sectarian and interfaith violence. The big question asked is that, is there any 

hope for the future in Kaduna metropolis (Haris, 2013)?  According to the study, there is little or 

no hope as reported by the residents who have experienced continuous religious crisis, 

intolerance, distrust and unrest in the metropolis so much so that all hope to bring about peaceful 

Christian Muslim relationship to majority of the residents is not visible. It is against this 

backdrop that the study seeks to find out the causes of religious disharmony, areas most hit or 

where religious crises most often occur in Kaduna metropolis and to suggest better ways for 

Christian Muslim relationship in the metropolis. 

 

2.1  MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 

This section deals with the study area, materials and methods used for the study 
 

2.2 Study Area 

Kaduna metropolis is located between Latitudes 10°23’’N and 10°43’’ N of the equator and 

Longitude 7° 17’’ and 7°37’’E of the Greenwich meridian. The metropolis cuts across Kaduna 

North, Kaduna South, as well as parts of Igabi and Chikun Local Government Areas of Kaduna 

State (Benedine and Adamu, 2017). The State occupies an area of approximately 48,473.2 Km
2
 

while the metropolis covers an area of about 260Km
2
; the distance between the eastern and 

western limits of the city is approximately 13.7Km (Fingesi, 2001). The climate of Kaduna State 

is tropical in nature with divergent seasonal regimes that oscillate between cool to hot dry and 

from humid to wet, with average annual temperature of 25.2°C. The climatic seasonality shows 

the cool to hot dry season being longer than the rainy season. The population of Kaduna 

metropolis was 698,348 according to the 2006 census, using a 3.05% growth rate per year (NPC, 

2006; NBS, 2012), the 2016 estimated population figure reached 942,645, next only to Kano and 

Lagos States (NBS, 2012). The projection of the entire state at around 3.18 per cent growth in 

2016 reached 8.1 million and it expected to rise to 8.4 million by the end of 2018, with further 

rise to 12.96 million by 2050. 
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Figure 1: Map of Kaduna Metropolis 

  Source: Adapted from Mande, (2020) 

 

The main primary data were generated from survey questionnaires and field interview questions 

of some heads and leaders of the Christian and Muslim on their relationship as well as the causes 

of disharmony amongst their members. Questionnaire Survey as the adage goes “No survey is 

better than its questionnaires”. Therefore, both the Christians and Muslims were data and other 

data on the practices of their religion and relationship between the two major religion groups. 

The interview questions were self-structured, open and closed-ended questionnaire in a pre-

formulated form where follow up questions were posed for further elucidation of questions and 

responses during the course of the interview. In addition, the vocabulary usage was adjusted to 

suit the level of understanding in these groups. The aim of using semi-structured questions was 

to draw out and gather data by posing pre-formulated questions which gave the interviewer 

insight into interviewees’ perceptions, view-points and behaviours as regards the study topic. 

The non-rigid nature of this method of qualitative interviewing provides the chance to gather 

robust information from responses of subjects being studied, while also making room for 

adjustments in the focus of research if need be (Berg, 2009; Bryman, 2004).  

 

Using Krejcie and Morgan’s (1970) table of sample determination for a population which is 

equal to or greater than 100,000 a sample of 384 respondents is a representative for the entire 
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population. Therefore, a total of the 384 was considered as sample size and respondents were 

randomly and purposefully selected for the study. Furthermore, the study area was zoned into 

two namely: Kaduna North and Kaduna South where random sampling was used and selected 

five wards from the two zones for the study bearing in mind the high Christian and Muslim 

population from each of the two zones. Kaduna North: Kawo, Unguwan Rimi, Tudun Wada, 

Unguwan Kanawa and Hayi Banki   while in Kaduna South the five wards are: Television, 

Narayi, Unguwan Boro, Mahuta and Gonin Gora. 

3.1 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

The study therefore considered the demographic and economic characteristics of households’ 

resident within the study area in order to get liable data on the Christians and Muslims 

relationship in Kaduna metropolis as presented on Figure 3.1.Out of the 384 respondents, 55.5% 

males and 44.5% females of the population were administered questionnaires. This is in line with 

the view of Muktar (2011) which states that men in the north are culturally ascribed to decision 

power on matters affecting household health and sanitation decision making in metropolis. 

 

  Figure 3.1: Gender of Respondents 

  Field Survey, (2021) 

 

3.2: Number of Christians and Muslims 

The study on religion issues in Kaduna metropolis investigated equal number of Christians and 

Muslims, 187 respondents each of 48.7% as shown on Figure 3.2 and 2.6% of the respondents 

are traditional believers. Equal number of Christians and Muslims were administered 

questionnaires to give chances of fair report on the Christian Muslim relationship in the 

metropolis. 
 

55%

45%

Male Female
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Figure 3.2:Number of Christian, Muslims and Other Respondents 

Source: Field Survey (2020) 

 

3.3: Ages of Respondents 

Figure3.3shows the various ages of the respondents administered questionnaires. Preference was 

given to those within elders being the facts that they are older and have witnessed many events 

over the years. Those within the bracket 40 – 49, 50 – 59 and 60 and above represent 20.8%, 

24.7% and 20.6% respectively. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.3: Ages of the respondents 

Source: Field Survey (2020) 
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3.4: Educational Status of the Respondents 
The respondents who have tertiary educationare35.4% because it is believed they may give fair 

responses on the Christian Muslim relationship in the metropolis as shown on Table 3.1. Those 

with secondary education indicate 32.5% while others which could be Qur’anic or informal 

educational records14.3% and 10.4% of those with primary education were administered 

questionnaires. 

Table 3.1: Educational Status of Respondents 
Educational Status      Frequency        % 

Primary                           68               10.4 

Secondary                      125              32.5 

Tertiary                          135              35.4 

Others                             55               14.3 

  Source: Field Survey, (2021) 

 

3.5: Occupation of the Respondents 

Thirty and twenty-eight per cent (30.2% and 27.7%) of the respondents were civil servants as 

shown on Table 3.2. This is because most of the civil servants might give objective view of 

relationship in the metropolis for the reasons that they interact with many people from different 

parts of the metropolis in the office while the traders also interact with different categories of 

people from the both faiths. 

 

Table 3.2: Occupation of the Respondents 
Occupation              Frequency        % 

Farming                        40               10.4 

Petty Trader                 107              27.7 

Business                       55                14.3 

Civil/Public servant     116               30.2 

Others                           66                17.2 

  Source: Field Survey (2021) 

 

3.6: Religious Crisis Experienced in Kaduna Metropolis 

There is no doubt that Kaduna State and especially the metropolis has experienced number of 

religious crisis which has hampered harmonious relationship in the metropolis. Out of the 384 

respondents, 71% strongly agreed that the religious crises often occur in the metropolis, 25% 

agreed, 2% showed no response while 1% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. The 

results clearly show that religious crises and disharmony are often being experienced in the 

metropolis as shown on Figure 3.4. 
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Figure 3.4: Religious Crisis Experienced in Kaduna Metropolis 

Source: Field Survey (2021) 

 

3.7 Number of Crisis in Kaduna Metropolis in the last Twenty Years 

The study furthermore investigates the number of crisis experience in Kaduna metropolis in the 

past twenty years and 19.8% are of the view that crisis occurred only 1 – 4 times, 25.5% are of 

the opinion that crisis occurred 5 – 9 times, 30.5% reported that religious unrest happened within 

the range of 10 -14 times while 24.2% are of the view that religious crisis occurred 15 times and 

above as indicated on Table 3.3. The investigation reveals that religious unrest or crisis have 

occurred many times in the metropolis so many that it had created unhealthy Christian Muslim 

relationship.  

Table 3.3: Number of Crisis in Kaduna Metropolis in the last Twenty Years 
Number of Years             Frequency            % 

1 – 4                                       76                 19.8 

5 – 9                                        98                25.5 

10 – 14                                    93                24.2 

15 and above                           117              30.5 

Source: Field Survey, (2021) 

3.8 Spatial Distribution of Areas most Hit in Kaduna Metropolis by Religious Crisis 
The opinion of 384 people in the metropolis were investigated and the result reveals that the 

areas in the metropolis that were mostly affected or hit as reported by the respondents are 

Western Bypass, Kawu, Gonin Gora and Sabon Tasha which records 16.1%, 15.1%, 13% and 

11.1% respectively as shown on Figure 3.5. These areas are perhaps indicated as the areas mostly 

affected in the metropolis by the religious crisis because of their strategic geographical location 

along main entrance to the state capital. Further investigation reveals that whenever there is 

religious misunderstanding the youths and miscreants of both faiths where they are the 

predominant, barricade the road and attack travellers or people of the other opposite faith who 

happen to be in the area as at the time of the incidents.  Other respondents are of the view that 

areas also often hit by the crisis are Rigasa and Kakuri both of which recorded 8.3%, while 7.6%, 
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7%, 6.3% and 6% are of the view that the areas also hit in the metropolis are Tudun wada, 

Barnawa, Unguwan Kanawa and Hayin Banki. These recorded low percentages probability 

because the areas are predominantly Christian or Muslims and such the effects of the religious 

crisis is less. 

 

 
Figure 3.5: Areas in Kaduna Metropolis Most Hit by Religious Crisis 

Source: Field Survey, (2020) 

 

3.9 Factors Responsible for Religious Conflicts in Kaduna Metropolis 

Responses of the sampled population reveals that there is truly no harmonious Christian 

Muslim relationship in the metropolis hence, the study sought answer to the reasons why there 

is frequent religious crisis. Of the 384 questioned through questionnaires 4.2%, 2.6%, 4.4%, 

3.9% and 2.6% are of the view that ethnicity, unequal distribution of resources bad governance, 

religious fanatics and unguarded speeches respectively as shown on Table 3.4 are the causes of 

religious crisis and disharmony among the Christians and Muslims in the metropolis. 

Furthermore, youth restiveness and delinquency, political reasons, reprisal attacks and others 

recorded 2.3%, 3.1%, 2.1% and 2.1% respectively causes conflicts. However, the respondents 

unanimously with 72.7% are of the opinion that all the listed points are no doubt the reasons of 

unhealthy Christian Muslim relationship which often results into conflicts in the metropolis. 
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Table 3.4: Reasons for Religious Conflicts in Kaduna Metropolis 
Factor                                                                               Frequency                     % 

Ethnicity                                                                             16                               4.2 

Unequal distribution of resources   

    (Jobs, Appointment and Recruitment).                           10                              2.6 

Bad Governance                                                                 17                               4.4 

Religious Fanatics                                                              15                               3.9      

Unguided Speeches                                                            10                               2.6 

Youth Restiveness and Delinquency                                   9                                2.3 

Political Reasons                                                                12                                3.1 

Reprisal Attacks                                                                  8                                 2.1 

Territoriality                                                                        8                                 2.1 

All of the above                                                                  279                              72.7                          

Source: Field Survey, (2021) 

3.10 Effects of Religious Crisis in Kaduna Metropolis 

The view of 384 respondents in different parts of the Kaduna metropolis was investigated on the 

effects of religious intolerance or crisis and their responses reveal that 3.9% are of the view that 

it can lead to destruction of properties. Loss of lives and disharmony recorded 5.2% and 

displacement from ancestral homes or place of residence recorded 2.6%. 4.9% of those of the 

view that religious crisis cause distrust amongst people in the metropolis reported 4.9%. The 

majority response of 75% as indicated on Table 3.5 is of the opinion that all of the enumerated 

points have effects on the residents of the metropolis. This clearly shows that destruction of 

property, loss of lives, displacement from homes. Polarization of the town towards religious 

settlement, distrust, disharmony but not only limited to the effects of religious unrest of crisis in 

the metropolis. 

Table 3.5: Effects of Religious Crisis  
Effects                                                                     Frequency                                 % 

Destruction of Property                                                  15                                        3.9 

Loss of lives                                                                   20                                         5.2        

Displacement from homes                                             10                                         2.6 

Polarization of town towards religious                                                                   

settlements (Communities).                                           12                                         3.1 

Mistrust amongst the people                                         19                                          4.9  

Disharmony                                                                   20                                          5.2 

All of the above                                                             288                                         75 

Source: Field Survey, (2021) 

 

3.11 How to have good Christian Muslim Relationship 

Despite the responses received where majority of the respondents did not believe in the tendency 

to achieve peaceful relationship between Christian and Muslims in the metropolis, opinions of 

the 384 respondents were further investigated on how to have good Christian Muslim 

relationship in the study area. The result shows that 13.3%, 6.5%, 4.9% and 5.5% are of the view 

that change of heart, tolerance to one another, equality and unity in diversity will greatly bring 

good Christian Muslim relationship. 9.6% and 4.7% opined that good governance and education 
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can do the magic. More still, 50.35% are of the opinion that all of the points listed can bring 

good Christian Muslim relationship in the metropolis. This shows that there are some people that 

still believe when things are done appropriately and accordingly from the heart and not lip 

services, there could be religious peace in the study metropolis and hence harmonious Christian 

Muslim relationship 

Table 3.6: How to have good Christian Muslim Relationship 
Response                                        Frequency                         % 

Change of Heart                                  50                                 13.3              

Tolerance                                             25                                 6.5 

Equity                                                  19                                 4.9 

Unity in Diversity                                21                                 5.5 

Good Governance                                37                                 9.6 

Education                                             18                                 4.7 

All of the Above                                  193                               50.3 

Source: Field Survey (2021) 

 

4.1 CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATION 

Conflicts between Christians and Muslims in Nigeria are no longer news especially in most of 

the northern states such as Kaduna, Kano, Bauchi and Plateau.  History has it that since 

independence (1960), clashes between Christians and Muslims have become frequent 

reoccurring almost quarterly or annual occurrences, resulting in the loss of lives and property in 

Kaduna metropolis (Salawu, 2010). Since the early 1970s, Kaduna metropolis has continued to 

be in the news for violent and massive killings perpetrated in the name of religious conflict 

especially in the years 1987, 1992, 2000, 2011, 2012, 2014, 2016 and 2018 (Abdulbarkindo et al, 

2018). 

Religious conflicts have continued to escalate because of government’s failure to provide justice 

led to cries of marginalization, social exclusion (on the part of victims) and intolerance. 

Furthermore, the study reveals that ethnicity, unfair distribution of resources such as jobs, 

appointment, schools, infrastructural facilities which could be summed up as bad governance that 

favours the Muslims more than the Christians. Others are religious fanatics, unguided speeches, 

youthful restiveness and delinquency, political issues, religious intolerance and ideology all at 

which tremendously contributed to the lack of Christian Muslim peaceful relationship in the 

metropolis. Additionally, as a result of the religious conflicts Kaduna metropolis has become 

polarized along religious, ethnic and socio-cultural paths with different traditions and religious 

beliefs and traditions. This has placed the northern part of the metropolis to be abode for the 

northern and Islamic Hausa/Fulani ethnicity and the southern part of the metropolis is habited by 

the indigenous communities that are predominantly Christian as well as other tribes and non-

indigenes that are working or trading in the metropolis. This is to say that the settlements in the 

metropolis are based around religious affiliation and ethnic groups. Mutual distrust between 

communities and religious groups has grown so much that people place sectarian division over 

and above the common interest. The majority of the views of the respondents reported that the 

Christian Muslin relationship in Kaduna metropolis is bad and on the basis of this there must be 

deliberate effort to ensure the great task of having positive relationship exist. The study therefore 

recommends the following: 

a. There must be extensive and serious education and public campaign to make people 

have change of heart from fanatical extreme religious ideologies. 
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b. Need for serious re-education of youths or children on both sides on religious 

acceptance and respects. 

c. Need for genuine forgiveness on both sides and for a fresh start. Attempt to punish 

past offenders will only inflame passions. 

d. The political marginalization of Christians through Muslim – Muslim tickets of 

Governor El-rufai can further distance the two communities. 

e. The elites on both sides must need to strike a more honest and secure relationship for 

unity. The Muslim elites who currently dominate power should lead the way. 

f. Government which is also a key figure in fuelling the religious crisis and non-

harmonious relationship in the metropolis should be fair and just in distributions of 

resources, infrastructures, jobs and appointments. The Christian communities should 

be given fair share of the resources. 

g. Religious leaders should be warned to be careful of their statements or speeches which 

trigger crisis when said in a wrong way and at the wrong place. 

h. Reports of the previous committees that investigated previous religious crisis in the 

metropolis should be implemented and those found guilty should be made to face the 

law. 

i. Jobless youths should be provided with something to do or make them acquire skills 

that they would put to use by the Government, Cooperate bodies or individuals. 

j. Miscreants and drug addicts should be rehabilitated and provided with jobs. 
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