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Abstract 

It is discovered that the sudden upsurge of Corona-Virus disease (Covid-19) in the year 

2020 which is believed to have originated from the city of Wuhan in China, has posed a major 

threat to the world and especially to the academic life of education system in Nigeria. The 

pandemic as being revealed had led to total lockdown of most of the human activities in the 

world and its observation which the World Health Organization pronounced that the outbreak 

of the disease has constituted a public health challenges and has invariably affected the 

effective functioning of Nigeria education system. The records show that by February 26, 2020, 

the disease had spread to about thirty-four countries, with a total of 80,239 laboratory 

confirmed cases and death record of confirmed cases of 4.9 million in at least 188 countries 

with 323,300 death and nearly 1.7 million recoveries as at May, 20, 2020. This research work 

therefore looked into categories of people affected by the disease especially the school children 

as well as its effects on the Nigeria education system in whole. It further investigated into the 

usage of virtual learning as an alternative to classroom teaching and learning process and the 

challenges associated with it. It concluded by recommending things to be done in order to 

overcome future challenges in the Nigeria education system. 
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Introduction 

No doubt that corona-virus pandemic that took the entire world by surprise early in the year 

2020 holds a significant lesson for Africa. Beginning from 21
st 

April, 2020, about 1,723 billion 

learners have already been affected via the sudden closure of school to comply with Covid-19 

pandemic rules. According to the record put up by UNESCO monitoring group, as at April, 19 

countries have implemented nationwide closures of their schools. Most of African countries which 

are 54 in number are now having confirmed cases and death tolls due to this pandemic while some 

countries have closed their borders and also banned international flights. Many counties of the 

world decided to close schools, colleges, and universities in order to reduce contact as well as save 

life. This is linked to the problems policy makers are facing between closing schools (reducing 

contact and saving lives). The severe disruption is felt by many families around the world. Teaching 

is partially going online in an untested and unprecedented scale, there is no way that these 

interruptions will not have both short and long term effects on academic achievement. Compared to 

the developed countries of the world, the Federal Ministry of Education directives on the 

monitoring and closure of the schools did not yield high positive result and therefore produced policy 

measures on how to reduce learning disruptions for children and suggest the digital means of 

learning which sought to be an alternative way to physical teaching-learning process in a developing 

and dynamic society. Time like this when development in the region is experiencing a shift from a 

welfarist state project to a growth oriented programme, there is need for regional development 

approach (Adres, 2019; Harrison, Galland, &Tewdwr-Jones, 2020), global response to the 

academic provides a unique opportunity for a rethink. This requires designing adaptive capacities 

that link the pandemic to the actions of the SDGs, which provide a strong footing and pathway to 

deal with global health risks holistically in a long term (Deborah, 2020). 

However, the surface of the pandemic has unmasked substantial inequalities in the education sector. 

Private and Non-governmental sectors are tirelessly working to salvage this situation. One major 

issue that arises from this in-quality and in-balance is that the 'students who currently cannot keep 

up with their peers because of inaccessibility to digital tools may never catch up and will continue to 

feel the effects of this gap long after the pandemic is over. This may result in a severally 

diminishing pool of young adult who have not acquire the required knowledge and academic skills in 

order to be able to withstand the test of time. 

Unlike other countries of the world, Nigerian Federal Ministry of Education school closure 

directive does not come with any clear cut policy measures on how to minimize learning disruptions 

for children on how to address digital problem, this when looking at it critically, seems that education 

is not paramount in the heart of Nigerian Government. While commending governments efforts in 

the health sector, neglecting the education sector would rather be disastrous and eventually ruin 

education development in Nigeria. According to UNESCO, temporary closures of school comes 

with high school and economic costs and risks with high social and economic costs and risks with 

heavy negative effects on children from less privileged backgrounds. Children from well to do 

homes experienced less discomfort and disruption in their academic pursuit simply because, the 

private schools which they attend may have all or almost all facilities that are needed to cater for 

academic life which may include ICT for sending the required information to the students. It is quite 

sure that the majority that would be left struggling are the students from a very poor and vulnerable 

background that do not have access to computers and other devices outside the school. Large 

proportion of these children live in communities with poor or no internet connectivity coupled with 

epileptic power supply which will invariably create very wide gaps between the students in the 

society. 
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The close of schools temporarily means that the teachers, students, policymakers and 

government at different levels are looking for ways of resuscitating the lost value of education so 

that the students can have access to their academics values. For instance, in China, government 

provides computers for students in the low-income households and as well giving them mobile data 

packages. A replica of the case happened in France where government made efforts to supply the 

students who do not have access to computers as well as Portugal which partnered with post agencies 

in delivering working sheets to students who do not have access to the internet in their respective 

homes. 

Some states in Nigeria such as Oyo, Ogun and Lagos took it as priority to engage the 

students on radio and television channels in other for them to be able to catch up during the pandemic. 

COVID-19 AND NIGERIA EDUCATION SYSTEM 

It is a pure fact that Corona Virus wrecked havocs to people and to the educational system in 

Nigeria. It is a great asset for people to attend school in order to develop skills and some other useful 

academic values. The most important reason of a child being in the school is to increase child's 

ability in acquiring skills and to make him useful and acceptable member of a society. No amount of 

time spent in school, the impacts of education always have a long positive effects and advantages 

in overcoming challenges and bring about child's sustainability and development. An attempt of a 

child to miss educational values may lead to consequences and retardation of skill growth in the 

future. 

This is the reason for not been able to say categorically how much destruction will affect 

learning and it is only the immediate damage that can be seen, the gradual and later decay of inbuilt 

ones may not be easily noticed. 

 

CATEGORIES OF CHILDREN AFFECTED DURING COVID-19 ERA 

Children living in rural-areas are likely being affected in terms of internet facilities 

available to them. This may mean adaptation and implementation measures needed to continue 

education during school closure including access to internet and flexibility to shift school calendar. 

Children with disabilities: Children of one ailment or disability are also part of the ones 

affected by the Covid-19 pandemic, the children affected by this will lose knowledge acquired in 

life. 

Children living in extreme poverty: Poverty is one of the things debarring children from 

acquiring needed values of education. This shows how pandemic exacerbated the already dire 

living conditions for many of the students. Many parents of these children have lost their jobs due to 

the pandemic thereby making their sources of livelihood a very strained condition or more worse. 

Children living in banditry area: Armed conflicts are a major cause of driving many 

children out of school, and it has been badly affected by the pandemic. Before Covid-19 

pandemic, incidents of kidnapping, killing and arson have rendered some communities homeless 

and schools shattered and displaced adding the problem of covid-19 to it make it worse. This has 

affected students in our various schools. 

Children who work as labour: Child labour has always been a retarding effect to the progress 

of children in various communities. 
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EFFECTS OF COVID-19 ON NIGERIA EDUCATION SYSTEM Effect of 

covid-19 over school closure on family 

It is a fact known that Covid-19 pandemic has wrecked havoc on many homes thereby making 

it difficult for them to meet up with their daily needs. Since the arrival of the pandemic, when 

schools have been declared closed, very few homes and parents who are buoyant are able to 

arrange online study for their children. Pressures from different angles of children were placed 

on parents as to how they supervised their children during teaching. 

In some occasions, parents have to leave their children at home which caused them to 

involve in immoral and other risk acts. Some children's education were also disrupted while 

some children were involved in hard labour like hawking, illicit sexual act which leads to 

pregnancy and later resulted into students' drop-out of school majorly on the part of the female 

ones. 

Effects of Covid-19 over school closure on teachers 

During Covid-19, many schools were closed down among which are private schools 

which made it difficult for the owners of the school to pay teachers for the work done since the 

payment will come from the school fees paid by the students. Nonpayment of salary made life 

unbearable for large number of them thereby unable to cater for themselves and their 

families. This invariably created psychological problems such as anxiety, depression and 

insomnia that lead to lack of focus and concentration. 

Effect of Covid-19 over school closure on society 

Societal interaction were disturbed and interfered during this Covid-19 pandemic. 

Schools, Market, Church, Mosque, hotels and other recreation centers were placed embargo on 

and people were restricted from moving in and out of such places. Some people that make their 

daily earning through moving around and selling their products had their movement restricted 

thereby making it difficult for them to cater for the family. 

Effect of Covid-19 over school system 

Activities in the school and around the schools were also disturbed. Learning activities were 

paralyzed, that is, no learning activities came up except later when the pandemic fairly dropped. 

School environment were also affected in terms of commercial activities of the people around the 

school environment. School closure brought a very high social risk to economic costs of life of 

people. Some people generate their income either inside or around the school by selling things like 

sachet water, snacks, stationery and food. Towns and cities at times depend on schools for survival 

of their livelihood but all these activities stopped during the dreaded disease called Covid-19 

pandemic. 

VIRTUAL LEARNING AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO CLASS LEARNING 

Virtual which is indirectly called online learning is seen as an alternative to attending real 

class. Online education is the process of using electronic means to teach the students while at their 

respective places or homes. Online teaching and learning processes involve some digital machines 

or technologies that permit teachers and students when they are not necessarily in the same room. It 

is the only means of instruction to students in a tie like this when social distance rule has to be 
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observed. Before the surface of Covid-19, digital technologies via online teaching have begun in the 

radio and television which taught lessons on health, education, social and economic life. Such 

teaching also includes; open teaching, web-based teaching, computer mediated teaching and many 

more. This online learning has greatly helped and still helping some institutions to overcome the 

barrier of continuity in education in the time of global crisis. 

CHALLENGES OF VIRTUAL LEARNING IN NIGERIA EDUCATION SYSTEM 

Lack of operating knowledge: there is no gainsaying that online users face many technical 

difficulties in the operation. According to Salawudeen (2010), he stated these as general challenges 

facing teaching and learning in Nigeria. 

- In-equality of access to the technology: The cost of a personal computer  

(PC) and laptop is still very high in Nigeria considering the income level of an average worker in 

the country. Few students that are privileged to have a PC/Laptop are not connected to the 

internet as these do attract extra cost 

which they cannot afford. 

- Technophobia: Most of the students have no computer education background, hence they are 

afraid of operating one, some go to the extent of hiring expert at a cost to fill their 

admission, registration, and other documents meant for them to fill online. However, the 

very few who have access to the computer do not know how to use it and maximize its usage. 

- Internet Connectivity: The cost of accessing internet is still very high in 

Nigeria. Most students made use of cyber-cafe which charges between N100.00 

andN150.00 per hour despite their poor services and slow rate of their server. 

- Software and license cost: It is much cost to get some of the  

software because they are not developed locally, they are developed in Europe and other 

developed countries to suit their own system and make their own living. The cost and the 

interpretation of some of the software put off some of the students who showed interest. 

- Problem of slow learners: One of the weaknesses of online teaching is that there is no 

direct communication between the learner and the educator. All students and learners are not 

the same, there are variations in their level of confidence, capabilities as well as understanding. 

Some students who are slow learners may not comprehend easily without the teacher being 

around to put them through.  

- Attitude of Students: Independent learning is gotten through ICT and most students are 

reluctant to take responsibility for their own learning, but they preferred to be spoon fed at all 

times. 

- School Curriculum: Another major constraint of virtual learning comes from school 

curriculum, most of the students admitted to have no computer education knowledge because 

it was not entrenched in the curriculum at their elementary level. Not until recently when 

computer education is been introduced at elementary level and it is not yet a compulsory subject 

at the secondary level of our education. 

Recommendations 

It is discovered that there was no proper plan either by government or by an individual to 

prevent and manage the merge of corona virus on the educational system. It is highly imperative that 

the government and other concerned stakeholders in education sector to ensure that there must be 

future plans in case there is a similar occurrence of the pandemic. 
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The pandemic is both amplifying familiar risks and helped creating ways and opportunities 

for managing systemic challenges which builds back better, strong and reliable education system. 

Government should try and document all lessons learnt to reform future decision making 

and practices. It is also very important for the Ministry of Education to recruit experts in the area 

of ICT who will assist in developing a comprehensive technique particularly in those areas where 

internet has become problematic. The experts should design the teaching-learning activities through 

social media platforms such as Google classroom through distributing and grading assignment in a 

paperless way with the purpose of streamlining the process of sharing files between teachers and 

students. Reinforcement of distance learning which include delivery and content development of 

learning as well as encouraging peer learning, creating national and international platforms for 

sharing of experiences. Lastly government should see the need to build good school and equip 

them with modern digital facilities that can aid online teaching and learning process as well as 

internet connection. 

Conclusion 

From the look of things, it is observed that Corona virus pandemic which came suddenly has 

worried and wrecked the strength of education sector in Nigeria. Being a disease that is carried by 

humans, it is believed that it is going to be with people for long period of time. Having noticed this, 

there is no argument that the pandemic is going to draw back the development of education sector in 

Nigeria. Since Covid-19 is a disease that spreads through human beings and that no one knows the 

exact time that it will stop. It is therefore imperative that plans be made in ensuring the future of 

educational system is secured and not be disrupted with emergence of disease. Noting that virtual or 

E-learning is an alternative to be used in replacement to reaching out to students or learners during 

the period of lockdown but which has not been working as expected due to series of constraints like 

non-experts in the field, problem of electricity, no fund to procure laptops and many more. Therefore, 

it is advisable for the government and Ministry of Education in particular to do the needful by 

employing experts who will then bring productivity to the education sector, individual students 

should also try to learn the usability of virtual or e-learning as well as parents try to procure laptops 

and other internet facilities for their children so as to make it convenient for them to fix into the 

system properly. 

Teachers should also look into how they can improve themselves in the area of virtual or 

e-learning so as to put the students through and avert the doom which may occur after the 

lockdown caused by Covid-19 pandemic. 
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