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Abstract 

The trite saying that education is the bedrock of educational attainment of any nation is 

worth repetition because the cliché has not been faulted over the years. Again, that no nation 

worldwide can rise above its educational attainment can hardly be faulted. Perhaps one of 

the most fundamental challenges of the education sector is inadequacy of funding. One of the 

pivots on which education revolves is funding through budgetary allocation. Nigeria has 

copious provisions for education in its yearly budget proposals. The adequacy or otherwise 

of these provisions is the focus of this study. This study adopted the historical design to 

review budgetary allocation to the education sector from 1999 to 2019 a period of 20 years. 

This was done using the Federal Government of Nigeria allocations to the education sector 

over the years stated above. Three research questions were raised and answered. Results 

showed that the allocations are below international standard. The aftermath of this poses a 

bleak future for educational development with consequent negative effects on the future of 

children, youths and adults and national development at the macro level. It is recommended 

that increased and additional sources of funds be found and allocated the education sector. 
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Introduction 

Educationists, philosophers and psychologists define the concept based on their backgrounds 

and training. It can safely be concluded that education has no universal definition and 

meaning. Some view education as simply the process of educating or teaching. The Webster 

dictionary says to educate is to develop knowledge, skill or character of the person in focus. It 

could be formal or informal. Education is seen as all efforts, conscious and otherwise, 

incidental and direct, made by a given society to accomplish laid down objectives considered 

desirable along the needs of the individual as well as that of the society where the education 

is taking place. 

It should be emphasised that education towers over and above schooling. Schooling, 

however, helps in the attainment of the purpose of education (Igbuzor, 2006). The benefits of 

education to a society and the nation at large are overwhelming. No nation can afford to toy 

with the education of its young ones. It is the mainframe of any form of development- 

economic, political and social. The realisation of this fact made the Federal Government to 

adopt education as an instrument for national development (Ajeyalemi, 2009).  

One of the social legacies introduced to Nigeria by Christian missionaries was formal 

education. Most of the earliest educational institutions were established and funded by 

Christian missionaries. Government-owned institutions were few. As time went on, the 

funding of education was put at the feet of the three tiers of government- federal, state and 

local governments. The bulk of the funds came and still comes from budgetary allocations.   

The quality of the end product of any enterprise depends largely on the richness of the inputs 

employed during the production process. In the same vein, the quality of educational output is 

contingent upon resources like funding, personnel, and infrastructure deployed. The focus of 

this paper is on the trend of budgetary allocation to education by the Federal government of 

Nigeria from 1999-2019 and how it affects educational growth. Funding education is pivotal 

to the achievement of educational goals and objectives. 

Conceptual Framework 

A budget is a guide of how revenue accrues and its spending pattern. An organisation 

prepares a budget for a future time period. A budget can be made for different levels of 

humanity-a person, family, business, government and country (www.investopedia.com). A 

budget usually has a time frame of one year for corporate bodies and government. Budgets 

may also be yearly, quarterly, monthly, weekly or other period (Lucey, 2003). A government 

budget is a legal document passed by the legislature and approved by the President at the 

federal and the Governor at the state levels respectively (Usman & Ijaiya, 2011). 

The Nigerian constitution provides that education is on the concurrent list. This means 

that both the state and federal governments are responsible for providing education to the 

citizenry. Four main sources of funding education can be identified:  direct funding from the 

federal government, state governments, local governments and private organisations and 

individuals.  

The largest source of funding at all levels of education in Nigeria is the Federal 

government. Of the many bottlenecks in the education sector, funding is in the forefront. 

Funding is at the root of most crises in the educational sector in Nigeria. The allocation of 

http://www.investopedia.com/
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funds to education rises and falls on a yearly basis. Factors such as political unwillingness, 

corruption and financial indiscipline, unmotivated workforce, delayed salaries and poor 

infrastructure are underlying causes of crises in education in Nigeria (Nwoko, 2015).  

Adequate funding is central to the good running of government educational 

institutions in Nigeria. This funding comes from budgetary allocations meant for the 

educational sector over a period of time usually one fiscal year. The adequacy or otherwise of 

allocations over a long period of time calls for concern in view of its constant undulating 

gradient over the years.  

A recurring question on financing education is “who is responsible for financing 

education”? The argument swings between whether the government should be responsible or 

the beneficiaries of the education being received. In the view of Igbuzor (2006), there are 

three discernible groups. First, those who are of the view that the cost of education should be 

totally borne by parents and governments should provide only an enabling environment.  This 

school of thought says families of beneficiaries should pay to have access to education. This 

position has in a way edged out the poor masses who are in the majority. The second group is 

made up of human rights crusaders who perceive education as a fundamental right of the 

citizens and must be funded by the government via public finance. They are of the view that 

Nigeria is well endowed with natural resources to provide basic education for all. They argue 

further that education at the basic level should be free and compulsory. This group believes 

that if the problems of massive corruption, misplaced priorities and poor policies are solved, 

there will be enough to fund education by the government. The third posits that education is 

right and government must endeavour to remove all barriers to education and provide free 

education at all levels. Public funding is the core call of this group (Civil Society Coalition 

for Poverty Eradication, 2005). 

Statement of the Problem 

Education is a critical social welfare and a pedestal for sustainable development in any 

society.  This statement is corroborated by the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 

4 which makes reference to quality education by 2020. The UNO expanded this to include 

ensuring that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and secondary 

education leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes; ensuring that all girls and boys 

have access to quality early childhood development, care and preprimary education so that 

they are ready for primary education; ensuring equal access for all women and men to 

affordable and quality technical, vocational and tertiary education, including university, and  

substantial increase in the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills, including 

technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship (UNO, 

2015). Education helps individual and the larger society to achieve basic developmental 

objectives. Sadly, there is agitation from different stakeholders about the dwindling financial 

commitment of government to education in Nigeria. The issue of adequacy or otherwise of 

allocation of funds to the education sector has been a topical one for a long time in Nigeria. 

The extent to which funding of education is the problem under investigation in this study.  
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Purpose of study 

The purpose of this study is to examine budgetary allocation to education in Nigeria for the 

realisation of the country‟s educational goals and objectives. Specifically, this study sought 

to: 

1. Analyse the trend of budgetary allocations to education from 1999 to 2019. 

2. Determine the adequacy of the budgetary allocations for education delivery. 

3. Predict the cumulative effects of the allocation on education delivery. 

Research Questions 

The following questions were raised and answered: 

1. What is the trend of budgetary allocation of the Federal government from 1999 to 

2019? 

2. To what extent are the budgetary allocations for education delivery adequate? 

3. What is the cumulative effect of the allocation on education delivery? 

 

Method 

This study adopted the historical research design. This was adopted to enable the researcher 

analyse figures of allocation over the years under review. It enabled the researcher to reach 

conclusions based on information gathered. Data was the budgetary allocations of the Federal 

government over the years 1999 to 2018. 

  



International Journal of Advanced Academic Research | Arts, Humanities and Education | ISSN: 2488-9849 

Vol. 6, Issue 5 (May 2020) 

 

24 
 

Results 

Research Question 1: What is the trend of budgetary allocation of the Federal 1999 to 

2018? 

Table 1: Federal Government Budgetary Allocation to the Education Sector, 1999-2018. 

Year Allocation as percentage of total budget 

1999 11.12 

2000 8.36 

2001 7.00 

2002 5.90 

2003 1.83 

2004 10.50 

2005 9.30 

2006 11.00 

2007 8.09 

2008 13.00 

2009 6.54 

2010 6.40 

2011 1.69 

2012 10.00 

2013 8.70 

2014 9.94 

2015 7.74 

2016 6.10 

2017 7.38 

2018 7.03 

 

Sources: Central bank of Nigeria (2013), yourbudgit.com, vanguard.com, Punch.com, 

retrieved on 06/05/2019. 

In the words of Benjamin Franklin, „An investment in education pays the best.‟ The core 

message of this quote is that no investment in education is too much. The glaring benefits of 

education are too obvious for anyone to treat its development with levity. The route to take in 

Nigeria therefore is to aim at the UNESCO minimum standard of 26% budgetary allocation 

for education. Doing this would amount to following the path taken by some African 

countries that have allocated the UNESCO recommendation or have even surpassed them.  
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The table above shows the trend of Federal budgetary allocation to education for the period 

1999 to 2019. It is evident from above that the year 2011 had the lowest allocation of 1.69% 

of the total budget while the highest allocation was in 2008 with 13.00%. of the twenty years 

under review, only five years (1999, 2004, 2006, 2008 and 2012) had allocations of 10 and 

above of the total budget for the respective years. This is heart rending in view of the all-

important role of education in the development of country. This is far below the expectation 

of UNESCO on the budgetary allocations for education.  
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Table 2: Shortfall from UNESCO benchmark by 1% 

Year Allocation by % % Shortfall 

1999 11.12 14.88 

2000 8.36 17.64 

2001 7.00 19.00 

2002 5.90 20.10 

2003 1.83 24.17 

2004 10.50 15.50 

2005 9.30 16.70 

2006 11.00 15.00 

2007 8.09 17.91 

2008 13.00 13.00 

2009 6.54 19.46 

2010 6.40 19.60 

2011 1.69 24.31 

2012 10.00 16.00 

2013 8.70 17.30 

2014 9.94 16.06 

2015 7.74 18.26 

2016 6.10 19.90 

2017 7.38 18.62 

2018 7.03 18.97 

 

Research Question 2: How effective is the allocation?  

From the foregoing figures of allocation, it can be safely concluded that the allocation would 

be grossly ineffective, inadequate and ultimately counterproductive on educational 

development of the country. This is particularly true in the face of different areas of education 

calling for huge investments. Personnel costs, infrastructure, training and retraining are heavy 

cost items in the educational enterprise.  

In 2012 for example, Ghana, Cote d‟voire, Uganda, Morocco and South Africa allocated 

31.0%, 30.0%, 27.0%, 26.4% and 25.8% respectively to education (World Bank, 2012). If 

these countries, rated lower than Nigeria can attain or in some cases surpass the benchmark, it 

behoves Nigeria to live up to its sobriquet of giant of Africa.  

Funding is central to the development of education as it is to other spheres of human 

endeavours. Funding of education currently is a far cry from the minimum standard. From the 

above findings, it could be said that the funding challenge is a direct result of political 
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unwillingness of our leaders and inconsistent government policies. This has to be addressed 

as urgently as possible if any worthwhile achievement would be recorded.   

 

Research Question 3: What does the trend of allocations portend for the future of education 

in Nigeria? 

The figures are sure pointers to a bleak future for education. The inadequate funds will 

further aggravate the already bad situation where personnel are disenchanted with poor 

conditions of service, teacher inadequacy and low quality, irregular payment of salaries and 

emoluments, dilapidated and inadequate infrastructure-buildings, furniture, toilets and 

sanitation including water are lacking, inadequate classroom and offices, inadequate 

laboratories for teaching and research, ill-conceived policies, low staff-student ratios, lack of 

information and communication technology facilities in schools at all levels, absence of short  

refresher courses to improve and enhance skills and general incentives. It is heart rending that 

in the twenty years under study, with the cumulative percentage of 157.62, the yearly average 

is a paltry 7.88%. This further accentuates the call for an upward review of budgetary 

allocation at the federal level. It is hoped that the increase at the top will trickle down to the 

states of the country.    

 

Conclusion 

Allocation to education in Nigeria has been inconsistent and below the benchmark is an 

indication that the government cannot do it alone. This explains why Maiyashi (2003) opined 

that government should make this known to the populace. It appears political calculation 

cannot make this happen. Free education is the mantra at election period. Any politician that 

does not promise and provide free education would meet its doom at the polls. Communities 

should be appealed to and encouraged to be of help in financing education. 

 

Recommendations 

From the above findings, it can be seen that for any country to be reckoned with in the comity 

of nations, its educational standard must be above average. It is evident that the government 

cannot in the foreseeable future alone cater fully for education in terms of funding. Other 

options for funding should be explored. These include and not limited to the following: 

(i) Contributions from members of the community in form of education levies on 

adults, religious bodies and corporate organisations. 

(ii) Large hearted philanthropists to give financial and materials to boost educational 

development. 

(iii) Further constant and repeated appeals to international, regional and national 

bodies, and Non-Governmental Organisations like the World Bank, UNESCO. 

UNDP for increased financial assistance in the educational sector. 

(iv) Above all, government at all levels should have a rethink and boost their political 

will to do the needful and strive to move up to the benchmark of the UNESCO.  

 

 



International Journal of Advanced Academic Research | Arts, Humanities and Education | ISSN: 2488-9849 

Vol. 6, Issue 5 (May 2020) 

 

28 
 

References 

Ajeyalemi, D.A.(2009). Issues, problems and prospects in Nigerian education. Lagos: Josa 

Press Ltd. 

Civil Society Coalition for Poverty eradication, (2005). Liberalisation, deregulation and 

privatisation of education services in Nigeria. Abuja. CISCOPE. 

http://www.investopedia.com. 

Igbuzor, O. (2006). The state of education in Nigeria. Education and policy review. 12. 3.  

Igbuzor,O. (2006). Financing quality basic education in Nigeria. Retrieved from 

www.dawodu.com/igbuzor17.htm. 

Lucey, T. (2003).Management accounting. London: Continuum 

Maiyashi, T. (2003).Good education funding necessary for economic growth. Lagos: 

Vanguard Education & Manpower, January 9, 29-30.  

Nwoko, C. (2015). Financing education in Nigeria, opportunities for action. Edu Summit 

Oslo.  

Usman, A and Ijaiya, M.A.(2011). Budgetary allocations and sectorial contribution to 

economic development in Nigeria. Interdisciplinary journal of contemporary 

research in business, (10):83-94. 

UNO (2012).The Right of Children with Disabilities to Education: A Rights-Based Approach 

to Inclusive Education (UNICEF Position Paper, 2012) 

World Bank (2012).World Bank selected 2012 countries annual budgetary allocation to 

education. Washington D.C.: The World Bank. 

http://www.investopedia.com/
http://www.dawodu.com/igbuzor17.htm
http://www.unicef.org/ceecis/IEPositionPaper_ENGLISH.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/ceecis/IEPositionPaper_ENGLISH.pdf

