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ABSTRACT 

 

Many Baptist members in Owerri Metropolis find translating their faith when facing 

challenges. This researcher has observed that this lapse in faith has negatively affected 

Christian witnessing influence in society, weakened the power of the gospel testimony, 

weakened the moral and ethical values of the Christian church and message, and lowered 

Christian impact on children or the younger generation. Its purpose was to determine the 

impact of Biblical teaching on the attitude of Baptist members toward polygamy, their 

attitude, their commitment, and how it has affected their beliefs. The study employed a 

descriptive survey method while the population consisted of all Baptist churches in Owerri 

Metropolis, and five (5) Baptist churches were selected for sampled study while a stratified 

random sampling technique was employed. The validation and reliability were ascertained 

through a pilot study. The result revealed that Christian home marriage relationships affect a 

partner’s commitment; most polygamists in Owerri metropolis have a negative attitude 

towards commitment in Bible study, prayer fellowship, and missions organizations, and 

involvement in church tasks is negatively low. The study recommended that monogamy be 

encouraged with the ardent teaching of God’s Word and focused discipleship. 
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1. Introduction 

A few years ago, these writers were privileged to witness an Association meeting in 

certain locality as a period devoted to settling conflicts brought against four local pastors; 

these ministers were trying to bring sanity to the church of God. In the process, they forbade 

their polygamist members from holding leadership positions in their churches. Also, they 

observed cases of Christians who lapsed in their faith in polygamy. In the bid to find a 

remedy to their childlessness in marriage, some had found themselves in polygamous life. In 

such situations, their faith is questioned, their commitment to God through the church reveals 

a doubt, and their hold on the scripture becomes loose. 

Therefore, the motivation for this research emerged from several factors, first from 

the writers religious practice across the years of dedicated services. There is evidence of the 

loss of church members whose Christian faith is not strong enough in their community. Some 

others have often been told that they are no different from unbelievers; because they were 

adjudged to have lived below the biblical injunction. 

Another factor is the writers reflective thinking on the toughness of the Christian 

faith. The researchers had consistently reflected on church members‟ ethical and moral 

perspectives to live a perfect life as expected from God. Would there be a difference in 

society if Christians typically lived as Christians? There is an observable lacuna between 

faith and practice of the Christian faith. Many Baptist members in Owerri Metropolis find 

translating their faith when facing challenges. These are challenges normally expected of 

Christians. The researchers also observed that this lapse in faith has negatively affected 

Christian witnessing influence in society, weakened the power of the gospel testimony, 

weakened the moral and ethical values of the Christian church and message, and lowered 

Christian impact on children or the younger generation. 

This research aims to determine how Biblical teaching impacted Baptist polygamy 

members. Specifically, to find the impact of Biblical teaching on the attitude of Baptist 

members toward polygamy, the attitude of Baptist members in polygamy within Owerri 

metropolis, ascertain if there is any lacuna between the commitment of members living in 

polygamy and their attitude in Owerri metropolis, ascertain the extent of the impact of 

Christian commitment on the attitude of Baptist members in polygamy within Owerri 

metropolis. 

 

2. Review of Related Literature 

This section reviews critically related literature on polygamy, such as the biblical view, 

polygamy in Africa, and Christian home. 

2.1 Biblical View of Polygamy 

 It will be essential to look at it from the Biblical point of view. It must be recalled 

that, first and foremost, the concept or practice called polygamy is not God‟s pattern of 

marriage for man; instead, it was manufactured to suit his carnal desire. For example, when 

God made Eve for Adam, he did not make two or more wives but one (Gen. 2:22).  

 The Apostle Paul, addressing the Ephesians church about the relationship that ought 

to exist between the husband and his wife, likened it to Christ and His church. He says the 

husbands should love their wives as Christ loves the Church (Ephesians 5:25). The use of 

plurals here should not create misunderstanding for any reader. The words, husbands, and 

wives, address the entire husbands and wives in the church. It does not represent one husband 
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with many wives in the church. It does not represent one husband having many wives and 

vice-vasa. O‟Donovan, in agreement with the teachings of the Bible, says, “He, the husband, 

should lead his wife and children, just as Jesus, the good shepherd, gently leads His people 

(Ephesians 5:23; Psalm 23)” (1992:320-321). He further maintains that he should provide for 

the family. This provision combines all-inclusive, social, emotional, and spiritual needs with 

physical needs (Psalm 23:1; 1 Timothy 5:8). The husband should also show understanding for 

his wife. This is lacking in polygamous families, where the husband will choose to accept 

few and abandon the rest of his wives because of limited resources. The husband should edify 

his wife. This is possible because she is the only one within and outside the home. For 

edification, John Nieder and Thomas say, about the Bible, “Do not let the sun go down while 

you are still angry” (1992:191; Kusi& Ashley, 2015). In the case of multiple wives, strives 

last for so many years. 

God did not instruct the marriage or adoption as his wife Abraham used to take the 

maidservant of his wife, Sarah. Instead, it was human manipulation as Abraham, like 

Ishmael, the beginning of trouble in his house, the genesis of the contemporary conflict 

between the Christians (Isaac) and the Muslims (Ishmael). One cannot deny that the problem 

of a polygamous home lasts from generation to generation. It is also observed that polygamy 

denies a woman the emotional fulfillment God intended her to have by enjoying her 

husband‟s undivided love and attention” (O‟Donovan, 1995:291).  

Once reading about several Old Testament instances, one might realize that polygamy 

was common in ancient Israel. This impression is deceptive, as indicated by Ralph Gower 

(1987:63-64): 

This did not make polygamy right in God‟s eyes. The Bible records that these men 

chose for themselves wives and concubines. They were not doing what was 

acceptable to God. They sinned, and even though they repented, they still had to bear 

the consequences of their actions with much heartache, trouble, and frustration. God 

forbade polygamy for the kings of Israel, even though it was a common custom of the 

day in other nations. (https://www.ucg.org.au/component/zoo/polygamy).  

 

  God‟s law regarding what Israelite kings should do: “When you have come unto the 

land which the LORD your God gives you, and shall keep it, and shall dwell within, and 

intend to say, I will set a king over me, like as all the lands that are about me; ... Neither shall 

he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away” (Deuteronomy 17:14, 17). It is 

articulated of as “this law” in the significantly following verses 18 and 19. When Saul, David, 

Solomon, and further kings of Israel and Judah took themselves, and other wives, they 

contravened God and followed the customs of the kings of the worldly nations around Israel. 

It was a sin. God did not approve of it, and because of their wrong choices concerning 

polygamy, they reaped the twisters of predicaments and obscenities themselves. The high 

minister also could have only one wife (Leviticus 21:13-14), and other principal figures of 

the Old Testament remained monogamous, such as Noah, Isaac, and Joseph. The rabbis 

pointed out that more than one wife led to problems. It is stated that the word “Marriage” in 

The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible: “It is noteworthy that the common Semitic name 

for “second wife” is Sarah (number 6869 in Strong‟s Concordance), the root connotation of 

which is “show aggression toward, or vex, or rigidity or female rival.”These words certainly 

described the connection between Sarah and Hagar and sandwiched between Hannah and 

Peninnah. It is inscribed in 1 Samuel 1:6, “And her rival also provoked her severely, to take 

her down, because the Lord had closed her womb.” 
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While nearby are many examples of polygamy in the Old Testament, no polygamy 

case is recorded in the New Testament. However, some passages indirectly address the issue 

of Jesus‟ teaching on divorce and remarriage (Matthew 19:9; Mark 10:11; Luke 16:18). In 

answer to a question from some Pharisees, Jesus states, “Moses allowed you to divorce your 

wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. I tell you 

that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another 

woman commits adultery” (Matthew 19:8-9). Some have applied these words not only to 

divorce but also to polygamy. Thus Gerhard, writing in the seventeenth century, reasoned that 

“if it adultery to dismiss one‟s wife and marry another, how much it is a sin to marry another 

while the first is retained?” (1869:1211; (Akanni, 2004)). Dwight writing in the nineteenth 

century, put it like this: 

But what does the adultery, thus committed by the husband, consist of? Not in the 

mere putting away. That might be cruelty But it is not adultery… It consisted in the 

fact that having one wife, he marries another and has intercourse with another Before 

the first is dead or lawfully divorced by the original law of marriage; therefore, as 

thus, explained by Christ, the man who has a wife marries another before the first is 

lawfully divorce, is guilty of adultery. But every polygamist does this: every 

polygamist, Is guilty of adultery. Of course, polygamy, according to the Original Law 

of Marriage, is adultery. (https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Essay_on_Polygamy).  

 

By contrast, William Luck argues that this passage is irrelevant to the debate about polygamy 

and insists that “Jesus means only to reaffirm the Old Testament‟s condemnation of a man 

who would divorce his wife in other to marry another woman (Malachi 2)” (1993:234). 

However, the principles taught in this passage are relevant to the discussion of polygamy. In 

this context, it does not seem that Jesus‟ comments on divorce will naturally be interpreted as 

a condemnation of all forms of polygamy. To say that Jesus‟ words here mean that polygamy 

is “unlawful within the church of Christ even though commenced in ignorance because it has 

been pronounced adultery by Christ” (Karibwiji, 1984:210) is to draw an inference that goes 

beyond what the text warrants. 

2.2. Polygamy in Africa 

Polygamy, to some Africans, was the form of marriage with the most significant 

prestige. Strictly speaking, „polygamy‟ is having many husbands or wives, the opposite of 

„monogamy.‟ In Africa, polygamous marriages are usually polygynous: one man with more 

than one wife. Popularly, the plurality of wives is called „polygamy‟ though technically, this 

should be called „polygyny‟ (Gehman, 2005:67; Harley, 2011). 

 Polygamy has occurred all over the African continent. In some places, polygamy 

became an aspect of their philosophy and religion. These types of marriages have been more 

current in the whole history of Africa, like no other continent in the world. One of the 

explanations for this is that African societies have seen children as a formula of wealth, and 

this way, a family with more children was considered more potent. Under these 

circumstances, polygamy in Africa was considered part of how you “could build an empire” 

(Mbiti, 1973:42). 

 Mbiti (1973:52) further added that only after the colonial era in Africa did polygamy 

start to be taboo, as this was one of the things introduced along with the colonists that took 

over some provinces of Africa. There was also a financial reason for this: many property 

ownership issues conflicted with the European colonist interest. Initially, polygamy was 

prevalent in the Western part of Africa, but as Islam started to diffuse in this region, the 
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prevalence of polygamy started to reduce continuously due to the restrictions that appeared to 

the number of wives. For example, polygamy is prevalent across Kenya, and right now, one 

of the most bulging single individuals popularizing this practice is Akuku Danger, who 

became famous because he is married to over 100 wives (Nasir, 1995:25).  

2.3. Biblical View of a Christian Home 

 Christian Home is the centre of family life: a place of residence (physical), but above 

all, a place where one can feel secure, happy, peaceful, and feel free from dangers or 

disturbances. Things related to the home include eating and drinking, homemaking, Christian 

instruction by father and mother, domestic counsel, and so on (Deut. 6:4-9; Prov. 6:20-23). 

 The nature of the Christian home is characterized by unity, that the Spirit of Christ 

Jesus binds all the family members; hence they can be called Christians (Rom. 8:9). All the 

family members love Christ, keeping his commands (John 8:31; 14:15). The Bible is their 

final authority in belief and practice daily (Deut. 6:4-9; 2 Timothy 3:15-17). All the family 

members love one another sincerely from their hearts by serving out of love (Gal. 5:13; Rom. 

12:9-11). All family members show all the fruits of the Holy Spirit as recorded in Galatians 

5:20-24. They also pray for one another for God‟s blessing. They forgive one another just as 

Christ has forgiven them (Matt. 6:14; Col. 3:13). They encourage one another to excel 

spiritually, mentally, socially, physically, and economically. They humble themselves by 

learning from one another through family devotion and other activities (Col. 3:16). They 

advise and counsel one another about different issues of life. They love to study the Word of 

God together and share ideas. They are sensitive to feelings, needs, problems, and interests. 

They support one another in crises, difficulties, and trials by using the suitable means 

possible to overcome each situation. Finally, all the members give their substances, preach 

the Gospel and wait for the return of Jesus Christ (Kore, 2009:13; Jacobs, 2007:38-39; 

Chapman, 2004). 

 Christian Witnessing: witnessing is the top job of all Christians because it is the 

overflow of the life of Christ within Christians. The Bible teaches that the faithful follower 

will desire to share what God has done for him/her. Those who know what a relationship with 

Jesus Christ brings cannot help but be excited and eager to help others to witness new life in 

Christ. Jesus Christ commands believers to witness (Matt. 28:19-20), and the Holy Spirit 

provides the power (Acts 1:8). Every follower of Christ‟s duty and privilege is to endeavor to 

make disciples of all nations. This can be done by lending credence to the facts about Christ, 

giving testimony of his power in their lives, and sharing the way of salvation. 

Moreover, Christians are to witness lives. When the Spirit of God indwells an 

individual, he/she becomes a living audio-visual aid. Thus, effective witnessing begins with 

being a genuine Christian in every situation and relationship. Soul-winning is the noblest task 

God gives any Christian. Its joy is open to all Christians and within God‟s purpose for all, 

“God our Saviour, who wants all humankind to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the 

truth” (1 Tim. 2:3-4), reconciled believers to Himself through Christ. He then commissioned 

us as his ambassadors to call others to reconcile with him. To understand how God wants 

them to live, Christians must first have a personal relationship with him (Henrichsen, 1981). 

The Bible is a volume that is not just for reading. It is a book for perusal so that it can 

be applied. Otherwise, it is like swallowing food deprived of chewing and then spitting it 

back out again-no; alimentary value is gained by it. The Bible is God‟s Word. As such, it is 

as requisite as the laws of nature. Christians can ignore it, but they do so to their detriment, 
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just as they would if they ignored the law of gravity. It cannot be underscored strongly 

enough just how important the Bible is to their lives. Studying the Bible can be equated to 

mining for gold. If they make little effort and merely “sift through the pebbles in a stream,” 

they will only find a little gold dust. However, the more they effort to dig into it, the more 

reward they will gain for their effort (Discipleship Lifestyle, 2016:3). 

 Prayer Life Commitment: For the Christian, praying is like breathing; easier to do 

than not to do. Christians pray for a variety of reasons. For one thing, prayer is a form of 

serving God (Luke 2:36-38) and obeying Him. People pray because God commands them to 

pray (Philippians 4:6-7). Prayer is exemplified for them by Christ and the first ecclesiastical 

(Mark 1:35; Acts 1:14; 2:42; 3:1; 4:23-31; 6:4; 13:1-3) (Erickson, 1996:181-189). If Jesus 

thought it was valuable to pray, every Christian should also. If He desired to pray to remain 

in the father‟s will, how much more do humans need to pray? 

Another motive to pray is that God anticipates prayer to obtain His solutions in 

several situations. Christians pray in preparation for significant conclusions (Luke 6:12-13); 

to overcome demonic blockades (Matthew 17:14-21); to gather labors for the spiritual harvest 

(Luke 10:2); to gain forte to overcome lure (Matthew 26:41), and to obtain the means of 

strengthening others spiritually (Ephesians 6:18-19).  

Christians come to God with their specific requests, and they have God‟s promise that 

their prayers are not in vain, even if they do not receive precisely what they asked for 

(Matthew 6:6; Romans 8:26-27). He has promised that when they ask for things 

following His will, He will give them what they ask for (1 John 5:14-15). Sometimes 

He delays His answers, bestowing His wisdom for their benefit. They must be diligent 

and persistent in prayer (Matthew 7:7; Luke 18:1-8). Prayer should not be seen as a 

means of getting God to do their will on earth, but moderately as a means of getting 

God‟s will be done on earth. God‟s wisdom far exceeds people‟s (Grudem, 

1994:1078-79). 

 

In situations where people do not explicitly know God‟s will, prayer is a means of 

astute His will. If the Syrian lady with the demon-influenced daughter had not pleaded to 

Christ, her daughter would not have been made complete (Mark 7:26-30). If the blind man 

exterior of Jericho had not called out to Christ, he would have continued blind (Luke 18:35-

43). God has said that Christians often go without because they do not ask (James 4:2). 

Prayer is like inputting the Gospel with people. They do not know who will respond to the 

message of the Gospel until they share it. In the same way, Christians and families will never 

see the results of answered prayer unless they pray (Henrichsen, 1981; Ezeka, 2007a:21-28). 

A lack of prayer proves a lack of faith and trust in God‟s Word. Christians pray to 

demonstrate their faith in God, that He will do as He has promised in His Word and bless 

their lives abundantly more than they could ask or hope for (Ephesians 3:20). Prayer is their 

primary means of seeing God work in others‟ lives. Because it is their means of “plugging 

into” God‟s power, it is the believers‟ means of defeating Satan and his army that they are 

powerless to overcome by themselves (Henrichsen, 1981:131). 
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3. Data And  Methodology 

 In actualizing this research‟s primary objective, this chapter consists of the research 

design, Population, Sample, and Sampling technique, Research Instrument, Validity and 

Reliability of the instrument, Administration of the Instrument, and Method of Data Analysis.  

3.1. Research Design 

 The research design implemented for this study is the descriptive survey method. 

According to Akuezulo (1993:9), the survey method of research is when a group of people or 

items is studied by collecting and analyzing data from only a few people or items considered 

archetypal to the entire group. Therefore, it involves direct contact with a population or 

sample with the characteristics, personality, qualities, and attributes relevant to a specific 

investigation. Because of these assertions, the descriptive survey approach is considered 

appropriate for this study since the researcher is interested in collecting data from a 

representative sample of Baptist members in Owerri Metropolis. 

3.2. Population 

 The target population of this study consists of all Baptist members in Owerri 

Metropolis.  

3.3. Sample and Sampling Techniques 

 Since collecting data from the entire population is impracticable, a sample will be 

selected for the study using a stratified random sampling method. The sample selection is so 

since all Baptist members were not used; five different churches were chosen. The method of 

sampling selection is essential to the whole research process. This research utilized stratified 

random sampling. Ogundare (2013: 80) defined the random sampling method as an unbiased 

process that a researcher uses to select a population sample so that each element (member) of 

the population has an equal chance of being selected. This research intends to use this method 

because the study‟s findings will reflect the entire population of Baptist members in Owerri 

Metropolis. 

3.4. Research Instrument 

 The research instrument that was adopted for this study was a questionnaire. 

Instrumentation is the process of selecting or developing measuring devices ad methods 

appropriate to a given research problem. Section A of Biblical Teaching and its Impact on 

Baptist Members‟ Attitude in Polygamy Questionnaire (BTIBMAP Q) contains the 

respondents‟ data such as name, gender, age, church, marital status, and office. Section B 

consists of four parts with twenty-five items on the Impact of Christian Commitment on the 

Attitude of Baptist Members toward Polygamy. This section is patterned after multiple-

choice questions on Strongly Agreed (S.A.), Agreed (A), Strongly Disagreed (S.D.), and 

Disagreed (D) responses (restricted responses). A total of hundred (100) questionnaires were 

printed and distributed. The respondents were expected to respond to all items appropriately. 

3.5. Validity and Reliability of Instrument 

 A test is valid if it measures what it purports to measure. According to Enyubara 

(2009:29), validity is how accurately the test results represent or predict the intended 

characteristics. He further suggests that validity is the extent to which an instrument measures 

what it intends to measure. 
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 Content validity was adopted; Enyubara (2009:29) described reliability as the 

consistency, accuracy, stability, and trustworthiness of a measuring instrument or scores 

obtained. The instrument‟s content is indeed in order, and the anticipatory achievement of the 

researcher is well articulated therein. Therefore, for this work to be helpful for all time, its 

consistency was tested by a pilot study of ten (10) members within two weeks. The two sets 

of scores were corrected using the test-and-retest method. When correlated, the result was 

0.77, showing that the instrument was reliable. 

3.6. Administration of Instrument 

 The questionnaire was administered and collected on different days with the help of 

research assistants. A total of hundred (100) questionnaires were administered and returned, 

as shown in the table below. 

Table 1: Total number of questionnaires administered and returned 

Total 

questionnaires 

to respondents 

Total 

questionnaires 

returned 

Total 

questionnaires 

unreturned 

Percentage 

unreturned 

Percentage 

returned 

100 95 5 5% 95% 

 

3.7. Method of Data Analysis 

 The Chi-square statistical analysis is applied and then converted into a simple 

percentage for the data to be effectively analyzed. 

 

4. Results And Discussion 

 This section presents the result under investigation and the interpretation of results 

based on the research questions raised. Since the investigation was based on the facts and 

figures about Christian Commitment and its Impact on Baptist Members‟ Attitude to 

Polygamy, the researcher considered it reasonable to use a tabular format. 

Presentation of Data Analysis 

TABLE 2: Showing Responses on the Impact of Biblical Teaching on the Attitude of 

Baptist Members in Polygamy 

RESPONSES 

  AGREE DISAGREE TOTAL 

S/N SA A % SD D %  

1 67 11 82.09 10 7 17.88 95 

2 71 19 98.94 0 5 5.26 95 

3 52 25 81.04 8 10 18.94 95 

4 48 10 63.52 18 16 35.78 95 

5 79 10 93.67 0 6 6.31 95 

6 72 11 87.35 7 5 12.65 95 

Total 389 86 84.4 46 49 16.14% 570 

 

From the above table, all the respondents strongly agreed that polygamy significantly affects 

the attitude of Baptist members in Owerri metropolis living in polygamy towards their 

Christian commitment, a mean percent of approximately 84.4%. In contrast, those who 

disagreed had a mean percentage of 16.14%. Hence, the result above revealed that Baptist 

members in Owerri metropolis living in polygamy regret their decision to take a second wife. 



Scholarly Journal of Social Sciences Research | ISSN: 2955-0785 

Vol. 2, Issue 2 (February, 2023) | www.ijaar.org/sjssr 

 

52 

 

 From the above result, it is clear that the state of a Christian home affects 

commitment. Though some so-called Christians, for one reason or the other, get involved in 

polygamy, giving reasons such as to “ensure the bearing of many children so that the status 

and property of the man may be passed on and the family becomes extended in space and 

time, and a solution to a wife‟s infertility” (Shorter, 1974:173), therefore it is not without 

regrets. This is reflected in the eighty-four (84) expressions of regrets and over twenty-six 

percent of non-regrets. 

 Most of these people who got involved in polygamy for wealth, inheritance, children, 

and so on forget the spiritual aspect of their lives. However, the data analysis of this work 

proves that due to its disadvantages, most polygamists are seriously regretting their decision 

to take a second wife. Having more than one wife has resulted in rivalry, home division, 

nagging, and some even to the point of death. 

 Therefore the act of polygamy has affected the polygamists‟ socio-economic, moral, 

physical, religious, and spiritual life. One of their reasons for polygamy, as mentioned earlier, 

is children. However, polygamy affects the Christian life and behavior, thinking, feelings, 

and actions, resulting in a lack of good parental modeling. Polygamy has helped produce 

wayward children, criminals, rubbers, and even illiterates (Encyclopedia, 1983: 174; Bootzin, 

1983:3). In a nutshell, polygamy has helped produce children without moral or spiritual 

character, making their parents regret their decision to have a second wife to have children. 

Polygamy has affected people morally, but it has also affected them economically. It 

has affected their productive force and use of resources, and thus it significantly affects the 

children of the families. The negative economic effect on the general well-being of the people 

has been observed; for example, there is observed neglect. Neglect results from one not 

meeting or taking care of his/her responsibilities (Ezeka 2007b:16-17) as one should. 

Another reason why they are regretting is because of too many quarrels. In a 

polygamous family, quarrels are very common. Sometimes it occurs due to favoritism. The 

wife/wives who are favored or feel that their needs or the welfare of their children are not 

favored or taken care of will confront their husbands. The children will sometimes stand 

boldly to challenge and quarrel with their fathers‟ because their needs are not attended to. 

Many families experience quarrels when the man brings a second wife into the home. The 

worst is when the second wife starts having children, and if the man is the type that is anxious 

about having a male child and the first wife did not have male children or a male child, it 

causes quarrels in the home (en.wikpedia.org/wiki/child.neglect.); It also brings about 

jealousy and envy which are dangerous signs for a family. 

 Therefore, these make some polygamists sorry for their wrong decision to take to 

more than one wife. They show signs of regret for their polygamous living, and make open 

confessions of regrets of polygamous life; they try to avoid group fellowship that reminds 

them of these problems, withdraw from their church assignments, and are usually no longer 

comfortable with their acts. 
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Table 3: Shows the Gap between the Commitment of Baptist Members and their 

Attitude to Polygamy. 

 

RESPONSES 

  AGREE DISAGREE TOTAL 

S/N SA A % SD D %  

1 78 12 94.16 0 5 5.3 95 

2 49 9 60.53 21 16 38.95 95 

3 39 31 73.68 21 4 26.32 95 

4 70 20 74.73 5 0 5.3 95 

5 81 9 94.73 0 5 5.3 95 

Total 317 81 79.6% 47 30 16.2% 475 

 

From the above table, the respondents strongly agree that there is a significant gap in 

Christian commitment between Baptist polygamists and monogamists in the Owerri 

metropolis. Putting those frequencies together, an average of 79.6% was realized, leaving 

those who think otherwise with a mean percentage of 16.2%. This viewed that more than 

sixty-six percent of Baptist members in Owerri metropolis strongly agree that there is an 

excellent lacuna between the Christian commitment of polygamists and monogamists. 

Therefore, from this table, it is evident that polygamy brings about a lack of commitment in 

the Christian life of Baptist members living in polygamy.  

It was discovered that monogamists are more committed to their Christian 

commitment and task (Lenski, 1932:733). Most monogamists are usually found to fully 

participate in church activities such as Bible study, witnessing, prayers, stewardship, worship, 

etc. (1932:734). Also, in their manner of relating with others, they are polite in approach, 

happier in their homes and even in their places of work (1932:733). This assertion was true 

for most churches studied in this work. Most of the members of missionary organizations 

who were said to be very committed to propagating the kingdom of God through the churches 

where they belong were found to be either monogamists or singles. Of course, the mean 

percentage of sixty-four (64%) positive affirmation of polygamists‟ attitudes toward this 

question says it all. 

 As followers of Jesus Christ, Christians were first called “Christians” in Antioch 

(Acts 11:26) because they believed in Christ and followed his example. Their detractors 

initially used the word in a derogatory sense. Christians are to be like a light set on the hill 

that cannot hide from the eyes of men; hence Christians are like a glasshouse; everyone aside 

and within can see and read to make criticisms. This should make Christians maintain 

standards of moral integrity. 

 Polygamy brings division or separation among Christians or the church. This happens 

in a church when a polygamist and his wives worship in the same church. For instance, if a 

polygamist and his family worship in a particular church and his wives occupy different 

positions in the church, they will never agree on any matter or issues quickly. They will never 

want to share any idea even if that idea favors the church; the other will never abide by such 

an idea or suggestion. Furthermore, it hinders the church‟s growth (Inyamah, 1972:142). 

Polygamy brings enmity among Christians: for instance, when a polygamist is 

deprived of his/her position/office in the church, he/she will never be happy with the person 
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but find a way to frustrate the work by the withdrawing of himself and his financial support 

(Hastings, 1973:77; O‟Donovan 2000: 192; Keller & Keller, 2011). 

Polygamy brings conflicts among Christians: conflict resulting from polygamy is 

problematic, and there is a stigma attached to it, especially among the Christians who know 

that polygamy is a sin, an act condemned by God. So it becomes a problem among the 

Christians, mainly when the polygamist occupies a position in the church and is removed. 

Such effects polygamists and makes them not participate in missionary organization of the 

church, thereby becoming aggressive and hostile to people, defensive in their attitude 

regarding their responsibilities to the church, refusing to join the church in witnessing, and 

making them mute in a church business meeting. The sixty-four mean percentage (64%) of 

agreement confirms these. 

Table 4: Shows the Gap between the Christian Commitment of Baptist Members and  

 their Attitude to Polygamy  

RESPONSES 

  AGREE DISAGREE TOTAL 

S/N SA A % SD D %  

1 10 9 19.99 86 8 78.99 95 

2 4 11 15.78 71 9 84.10 95 

3 6 9 15.78 69 11 74.20 95 

4 15 2 17.89 70 8 72.20 95 

5 12 10 22.58 72 11 76.83 95 

6 18 12 31 65 10 78.94 95 

7. 9 10 19.99 76 10 90.52 95 

Total 74 63 20.43% 509 6.7 79.4% 665 

 

From the above table, respondents strongly disagreed that polygamy is not playing a setback 

to Christian commitment, and this came out with a mean percentage of approximately 79.4%. 

This leaves those who agreed that polygamy has no adverse effect on Christian commitment 

with a mean percentage of 20.43%. The result above shows a wide range of disagreement, 

indicating that most Baptist members in Owerri metropolis who live in polygamy are affected 

negatively by their polygamy decision. 

 Many Christians read about polygamy in the Bible but have a wrong gut feeling. They 

often think it must be banned someplace in the Bible and perhaps recall sermons when 

Christian leaders either directly fated it or hinted that it was sinful. However, they also know 

that they cannot rely on other people to do their Christianity for them, so they cannot simply 

take someone else‟s word about what the Bible says, which means trusting a fallible man 

rather than an infallible God. 

From the table above, Baptist Leaders and the led in Owerri Metropolis have an 

objection to polygamy. Some hold to the Adam and Eve Defense: Adam was given Eve as his 

wife. He gives one wife, not two, three, or four because one was adequate for Adam. One 

wife was what God envisioned. Marriage today ought to be “as it was in the beginning.” If 

God had wanted Adam to be a polygamist, he would have given him more wives.  
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 Secondly, the Bad Effect Fallacy: polygamy in the Bible is associated with bad things 

happenings like jealousy, murder, and immorality; while it is not condemned outright, they 

can tell it is terrible because of the things linked with it and the dire consequences it has; 

because it creates an environment for jealousy in which sin can happen, it is too bad. 

Polygamists did terrible things; this shows what they were doing. 

Thirdly, the “Not the Ideal” Diversion: polygamy may not be outlawed by God, but he 

does show it is not ideal by limiting it in the Old Testament and stopping polygamists from 

having positions of responsibility in the church. He does not like it even if he did not say so, 

and they should not do it because they should be trying to praise him. 

 Fourthly, the “Against the law”: misinterpretation of polygamy might be lawful as far 

as God is concerned, but it is illegal as far as the state is concerned, and as Christians, they 

have to respect the rule. 

 

Table 5: Shows the Extent of Christian Commitment to the Attitude of Baptist  

 Members Living in Polygamy 

RESPONSES 

  HIGH LOW TOTAL 

S/N VH H % L V.L. %  

1 4 21 26.31 27 43 73.68 95 

2 5 12 17.81 24 54 82.10 95 

3 2 18 21.05 10 65 78.94 95 

4 5 15 21.05 11 64 78.94 95 

5 8 17 27.36 22 48 73.68 95 

6 5 18 24.21 16 56 75.78 95 

7 4 11 15.78 26 44 73.68 95 

Total 33 112 21.9% 136 374 76.7% 665 

 

From the above table, respondents were in great affirmation that Baptist members in Owerri 

metropolis living in polygamy face a significant setback in their spiritual life and Christian 

commitment areas, with a mean percentage of 76.7%. At the same time, those who think 

polygamy does not affect the Christian commitment of Baptist members in the Owerri 

metropolis have a mean percentage of 21.9%. The result above shows that Baptist members 

in Owerri metropolis living in polygamy and their attitude towards Christian commitment and 

task are meager.      

 People‟s spiritual growth is vital because nobody excels without being spiritually 

equipped. In this context, spiritual means a deep commitment to Christian tasks. If there is 

time, it means that any person practicing polygamy is seen as not being committed to God, 

and that person is spiritually blind (Diamond, 2001:16). 

 The affirmation result of seventy-seen (77) means percentage shows non-commitment 

in the attitude of polygamy; it is no overstatement to say that if the people are the image of 

God and the Christians mean “the followers of Christ” or “little Christ,” there should be 

spiritual sanity among the Christians and the people who called themselves children of God. 

Any Christian that practices polygamy is spiritually empty. This is to say; he/she cannot 

worship or serve God in truth if he/she is still in the act of polygamy. The church cannot 
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experience soul-enriching and spiritual worship if the Christians indulge in polygamy. There 

are areas to be considered that affect Christian‟s commitment to the life of polygamists.  

 First, areas of witnessing: witnessing or evangelism is the heartbeat of God. Christian 

witness is one of the most important reasons for church existence, as recorded in Matthew 

28:19-20. When Christians are into polygamy, they cannot evangelize to people, knowing 

fully well that they are already guilty of polygamy, which is a sin before God. The purpose of 

evangelism is the salvation of lost souls. The first aim of evangelism is to confront the sinful 

world with the Gospel of Christ into repentance (Locke, 1990:2). 

 Christ commissioned Christians for the continuation of his redemption work. On the 

night of his ascension, the Lord, with his disciples, commissioned them to go into the world 

and preach the Gospel to every person. It is the task or duty of the redeemed people to 

continue sharing that message. Nevertheless, the bitter truth is that many Christians have 

overlooked this command because of one sin or the other. It becomes challenging for a 

polygamist to do evangelism because of the guilty of the act of polygamy. How can one 

preach against or condemn the act if you are guilty of the same? 

Another area again is prayer: prayer is the fastest vehicle that can take a person to his 

long-expected destination. Prayer is the most incredible privilege God has given to 

Christians. From the study, it is evident that those in the act of polygamy sometimes may not 

pray effectively due to guilt in their hearts. As the guilty feeling continues in their hearts, 

their prayer life may become something else (www.paulawhite.org/effective-prayer). This 

renders them ineffective, a dangerous sign against spiritual progress. 

The attitude of a polygamist toward his/her Christian commitment is nothing good to 

describe. Their attitude to prayer life is shallow; their attitude toward bible study is not 

encouraging. The importance of the word of God in Christians‟ lives is inevitable. The Bible 

describes in clear and unmistakable language what Christians should do with the word of God 

in all its different forms. Christians must read God‟s word (the Bible) daily and meditate 

upon it day and night (Joshua 1:8). They must eagerly listen to God‟s word and seek to 

understand it (Matt. 13:23). They must accept what the word of God says, hide it deep within 

their hearts, trust in it and then hope in its promises (psalm 130:5). Above all, they must obey 

what it commands and live according to it (psalm19:9). Because of this plain truth, it is 

terrible to find that one is not in the bible study. This most likely contributes to their lack of 

commitment to Christian tasks. 

Another area that polygamists are not doing well in the Christian commitment is the 

area of stewardship. The scripture makes it clear that everything on this earth belongs to God, 

including human beings who occupy the earth (Psalm 24); this understanding makes it clear 

that whatever a Christian possesses comes from God. Whether riches or honour, power or 

might or other possessions make them feel great (1chron.29:12-15) (Enyubara, 2009:25-27); 

however, this understanding is lacking among some polygamists. It was reported that most of 

them are not faithful in them in their tithing and offerings (interview with Peter Dom 

Nwachukwu); “the stewardship of possessions has to do with using all that God has gifted 

and blessed one with for the good of man, the society and to the Glory of God” (Enyubara, 

2009:29). Therefore, it is a sign that any Christian, polygamist, and non-polygamist wants in 

this area. The lesson on the parable of the rich fool in Luke 12:13-21, and Paul‟s words in 1 

Cor. 4:2 should be learned and taken seriously when it comes to stewardship lifestyle. 
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Conclusion 

This researcher investigated the extent of Christian commitment in polygamous 

families and how it affected Baptist members in the Owerri metropolis. The purpose of 

conducting this research was to identify and assess some of the life challenges and feelings of 

Baptist members who decided to involve themselves in polygamy because of one reason or 

the other.   

 The study discovered that some were involved with “tangible reasons.” Some reasons 

include looking for a male child, wealth, sexual satisfaction, good luck, continuity of the 

family name, and self-defense. However, it is evident that most of these polygamists who 

claimed to profess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour have denied the responsibility 

attached to their faith, which is addressed in this work as Christian commitment. The 

responses regarding the commitment of polygamists from the five churches surveyed were 

the same. It was also discovered that most of these polygamists regret taking more than one 

wife. Therefore, polygamous life lured them negatively toward their Christian commitment. 

Most of them are nowhere to be found in missionary organizations, Christian witnessing, or 

Bible study; above all, they are not faithful in their situation.  

Recommendations 

 The researcher recommends the following ways that will help reduce polygamy more, 

especially on Christian commitment in the lives of polygamists in the church. 

 First, young Christians should be exposed to the reason for marriage. Unnecessary 

excuses that make so-called Christians involved in polygamy can be avoided if proper 

teaching and orientation are given initially. Therefore, marriage seminars can be conducted 

by professionals, predominantly Christian marriage counselors, and prayers in the churches. 

This will help to avoid its continued occurrences.   

 Second, churches should embark on prayers and visitation to Polygamous families. 

The research indicates that many Polygamous families are being abandoned in the name of 

“discipline,” which should have contributed to their lack of commitment to church tasks and 

responsibilities.  

Third, encouragement should be prioritized. One of the inherent factors for Christian 

commitment discussed in this work is witnessing. Christian witness is not only meant for 

outsiders; it comes across with and without. Therefore, the committed members of the 

various churches should be involved in person-to-person witnessing to encourage the 

backsliding ones. It was also famous that many of these members waited only on what the 

church pastor would say about polygamous members. They do not care whether they are 

coming to church or weekly, contributing to their lack of commitment to church activities.    

Third, Baptist Churches/ pastors should not give room to bad cultures that negate 

Christianity and its teaching. Though polygamy is attributed to African culture, it is not valid. 

Most African cultures regard the first wife. In some cultures, the second wives are not 

regarded as the first; they are sometimes given a portion of land in communal farming. Some 

are not regarded in community meetings and every other legal tender about marriage. 

Polygamy also has no regard constitutionally. It was just a strange culture that trooped in the 

life of the African man, and because of that discomfort, rivalry, and aggressiveness; quarrels 

enveloped the lives of Polygamists. Pastors need to stand and preach/teach God's undiluted 

word to discourage polygamy. Many churches have been observed; indirectly they allowed 
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polygamy; it has been discovered that some churches do not frown at divorces. They defined 

polygamy as having two or more wives simultaneously without cautioning that someone who 

divorces his first wife and marries another should be condemned.   
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