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ABSTRACT 
The research was on a Survey of Youth Development Activities in Musawa Local Government 

Area Katsina State, Nigeria. The objectives of the study were to find out youth development 

activities carried out by Youth Development Associations in Musawa LGA, determine the 

contributions of Youth Development Associations to youth community development and to 

examine the problems confronting Youth Development Associations in the study area. Survey 

research design was used in this study. The population for the study comprises of 1356 youth 

members of youth community development associations in Musawa LGA. The sample of this 

research was 384 youths. Proportionate sampling technique was used to select the sample, 

Frequency counts and simple percentages were used to analyse the data collected. The 

findings revealed that Youth development activities in Musawa LGA are economic, social 

infrastructure, political and educational in nature; the activities of Youth Development 

Associations have positively contributed to economic, social infrastructure, political and 

educational development of youths in Musawa LGA; and the problems inhibiting youth 

development activities are poor funding, fraud, dishonesty and corruption among 

members/leaders low participation of members and lack of adequate support from 

government. The study concludes that Youth Development Associations are important 

vehicles for youth development. The recommendations based on findings of this research 

work were: efforts of youth development associations should be sustained by governments, 

individuals and non-governmental organizations through financial and moral support and 

members of youth development associations should be mobilized to actively participate in 

youth development activities. 
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INTRODUCTION 

According to the World Development Report (2007) there were 1.3 billion young people and 

close to 85 percent of this population are found in developing countries; this figure is 

projected to increase to 89 percent by 2025. Youths are one of the greatest assets of any 

nation. Not only are they legitimately regarded as the future leaders, they are potentially and 

actually the greatest investment for a country’s development. Young women and men are, 

particularly, recognized as vital resources whose future prospects are extricable tied to that of 

their country, without them there can be no good future for the country. They are the center 

of reconstruction and development. They serve as a good measure of the extent to which a 

country can reproduce as well as sustain itself. The extent of their vitality, responsible 

conduct and roles in society is positively correlated with the development of their country.  

Nigeria’s population is predominantly young consisting of young men and women. Nigeria 

has a population of one hundred and forty million people (NPC 2006 provisional result), 

which makes the country the most populous nation in Africa. One third of the population is 

made up of young people between the ages of 10-24years. Young people as we all know 

constitute the most resourceful, energetic and vibrant labour force and population of any 

nation whose potentials cannot be underrated in the development of the society. The 

recognition of this fact has necessitated the development of the youths. This is because when 

youths are developed in all ramifications of life the country is sure of its development. And 

where youths’ energies, resources, talents, enthusiasms stamina, potentials and skills are 

properly developed, they are bound to be problematic. There are evidences today in Nigeria 

where youths’ development issues are ignored and the country is facing the ugly 

consequences of the neglect of youth development issues. For example, people traced the 

genesis of area boys crime activities such as armed robbery, kidnapping, political rioting, 

raping. Peace disturbance, pipelines vandalism, insurgency among others perpetrated by 

Nigerian youths to unemployment and illiteracy. Youth unemployment and illiteracy are 

pointers to neglecting issues revolving around youth development.  

The realization of the importance of youth development and the danger of neglecting their 

developmental issues has prompted Nigeria Government’s commitments to youth 

development through policies and programmes. For example the Nigeria National Youth 

Policy aimed to improve the level of coordination among policies and sectors that affect 

youth in the country and raise the level of accountability for youth outcomes. The policy also 

influences outcomes, strengthen the voice of young people in monitoring and providing 

feedback on the quality of youth service delivery in Nigeria, and ensure global best practice 

in the design and implementation of National Youth Development Programmes. Policy 

represents a declaration and commitment of the priorities, directions and practical support 

that a country intends to provide for the development of its young men and women. It is a 

concrete and bold step to put the development and participation of young people in Nigeria at 

the centre of national development efforts. It is indicative of the readiness of the Federal 

Government to meet the needs and aspiration of the youth as well as seek solution to their 

problems. It guides and provides the framework for all stakeholders to empower the youth to 

realize their potentialities and take advantage of the opportunities available to make positive 

contribution to the well-being of their communities. 

Programmes and projects are also put in place by government at all levels to address youth 

development issues. Some common programmes of government targeting youth development 

are youth skill development programmes, educational programmes, youth empowerment 

programmes, youth friendly counseling programmes, youth political mobilization 

programmes, Revitalizing Youth and Adult Literacy programme, National Youth Services, 
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Youth Recreation programme, Grass root Youth Sport Development. These programmes and 

activities aimed at helping youth development socially, ethically, emotionally, physically, 

economically and cognitively. 

Private sectors, philanthropists and religious organizations are also not left behind in the 

promotion of youth development activities in Nigeria. Noticeable contributions of these 

groups to youth development are donations of social amenities, scholarship, employment 

generation, youth empowerment, spiritual enlightenment, youth capacity building 

programmes, sport sponsorship, among others.  

It is also important to note that youths themselves are key players in the promotion of youth 

development activities in Nigeria, as many of them are found in various communities in our 

country. Youths through Youth Development Associations channel their resources and skills 

for the development of one another on one hand and the development of their communities 

on the other hand. In fact, the realization that government alone cannot champion 

developmental activities for our communities in which our youths live has necessitated 

encouraging youths to form associations that are community-based and pursue development 

of their members. In lending credence to this Yusuf (2010) opines that development is 

meaningful only when it takes place where actors of the community are actively involved. 

And youths through Youth Community-based Development Associations can be mobilized 

for youth developmental activities.  

It is interested to note that Youth Community–Based Organizations are found in our various 

communities as part of community-based associations that channel their resources for 

development of all and sundry (Yusuf, 2010). The line of these youths is also found in 

Musawa Local Government Area of Katsina State. These youths come together at the various 

communities and work together in order to improve one another personally and collectively 

for the betterment of their communities. The realization that the youths have what it takes to 

improve themselves and conditions of their communities prompts this research to undertake a 

survey of youth development activities in Musawa Local Government Area carried out by 

youths and contributions of such to their development. 
 

Statement of Problem 
Youths via Youth Development Associations as part of community-based organizations 

remains one of the actors in youth development process of our communities (Yusuf, 2010). In 

fact, it has been part of the daily living experience especially in developing countries, Nigeria 

inclusive. As at December, 2013 about 112 youths’ associations were registered with 

Musawa Local, Katsina State involving in one developmental activity or the other. There is 

the realization that these association on which government and donor agencies are now laying 

more emphasis, hold a lot of promise for the development of youths on one hand and our 

communities on the other hands in Nigeria and by extension in Musawa Local Government, 

Katsina State.  The focus of the study therefore, was to survey youth development related 

activities of Youth Associations in Musawa Local Government Area of Katsina State and the 

contributions of the activities to the overall development of the youths. 
 

Objective of the Study 
This research set to achieve the following objectives: 

i. To identify youths’ development activities carried out by Youth Development 

Associations in Musawa Local Government Area, Katsina State. 

ii. To determine the contributions of Youth Development Associations to community 

development youths related activities in Musawa Local  Government Area Katsina 

State. 
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iii. To examine the problems confronting Youth Development Association in the 

implementation of youths development activities in Musawa Local Government 

Area Katsina State. 

Methodology  

Musawa Local Government Area in Katsina State, Nigeria, its headquarters area in the town 

of Musawa, which is located between latitude 12
0
 o7 to 46.16

0
 N and longitude 7

O
 40 to 

1283
0
E of the Equator. It has  a total Land area of about 849km2 (328sqmi), density 

270.31km2  and a population census of 170.006 people, population projected of 229.500 

(NPC, 2006) population of the study consists of all youths in Musawa Local Government 

Area who are registered members of Youth Community Development Associations with 

Musawa Local Government Council. According to Musawa Local Government Annual 

Report (2019) there are 1356 members of 24 registered Youth Community Development 

Organizations in Musawa Local Government Area. Therefore, the population of this study is 

1356 youth members of youth community development associations in the area of study.The 

sample size of 384 youth members of Youth Development Associations from 1356 members 

of 24 Youth Community Development Associations in Musawa Local Government Area, 

Katsina State. The selection was in line with Research Advisor (2006) guide for sample 

selection who said that a population of 1356 would require the use of 384 subjects as sample. 

The detail of the selection is captured in table 1. 

Table 3.1                                    Selection of Sample from Population 

S/N Name of Association Population Sample Size   

01 Tsintsiya Youth Association Jikamshi 90 26 

02 Kungiyar Masu Sanyan Dabobi Youth Development 85 25 

03 Gidan Dukku Development Association 26 7 

04 Hadaba Development Association Musawa LGA 65 18 

05 Kungiyar Manoma Gabasawa-Zodawa Youth Development 60 17 

06 Kira LayiYouth development Association 78 22 

07 Youth Club Unguwar Tsuntsaye 25 7 

08 Nagarta Club Tuge 28 8 

09 Sadawa Community Development Association Musawa 70 20 

10 Jangaci Mangafi.c Development Ass. 68 19 

11 Sako Development Association 47 13 

12 Dangani Development Association 65 18 

13 Gingin Development Association 60 17 

14 Kurkujan Workers Youth Development Association 56 16 

15 Gapoba Youth Association Garu 28 8 

16 Kungiyar Habaka Karatun Alkura’ani da Bunkasa Noma 68 19 

17 Gamawa-Badawa Youth Development Association 50 14 

18 Tudun Malo Development Association Jikamshi 42 12 

19 Sabon Layi Youth Development Association 70 20 

20 A.A. Awa Youth Development Association 45 13 

21 Dattijo Development Association Musawa 50 14 

22 Mararabar Musawa Youth Development Ass. 68 19 

23 Young  Star Football Club Jikamshi 55 16 

24 Danjanku Youth Development Association 57 16 

 Total 1356 384 
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Descriptive survey research design was used to describe youth development activities carried 

out Youth Development Organizations in the area of study and contributions of such 

activities to the youth community development. The findings of this study shall add to the 

body of knowledge and also be of immense benefit to various institutions such as Youth 

Associations, Public agencies such as security awareness agency, Non-Governmental 

Organizations involved in the provision of youth development activities in Musawa and other 

Local Governments Area. Researchers who also wish to conduct studies in the similar areas 

will profit largely from the finding of the study.  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents: The demographic characteristics of the 

respondents is presented in table 1. 

Table: 1 Respondents’ Bio-data 

S/N Variable Frequency  Percentage  

Gender 

1 Male 350 91.2% 

2 Female  34 8.9% 

Total 384 100 

Educational Qualifications 

1 Primary 154 40.1% 

2 Secondary 100 21% 

3 Tertiary 80 20.8% 

4 Quranic 40 10.4% 

5 Others 10 2.6% 

Total 384 100 

Age-Range 

1 10-17yrs 100 26% 

2 18-35yrs 200 52.1% 

3 36-40yrs 50 13% 

4 41-50yrs 20 5.2% 

5 51yrs And Above  14 3.6% 

Total 384 100% 

Marital Status 

1 Single 284 74% 

2 Married 80 20.8% 

3 Divorced 15 3.9% 

4 Widow 5 1.3% 

Total 384 100 

The data in table 1 showed that 91.2% (350) were male while 8.9% (34) were female. As 

indicated in the table above 26% (100) of youth were within the age of 10-17yrs while 52.1% 

(200) of the youths are within the age of 18-35yrs, 36-40yrs were 13% (50) while 41-50yrs of 

age are 5.2% (20) and also 51years and above indicate that only 3.6% (14) are of that range. 

The status of respondents in terms of educational qualification was not that high as only 2.6% 

(10) of them had other qualifications. Those with only Quranic education were 10.4% (40) of 

the total respondents while those with tertiary certificate were 20.8% (80) and those with post 

primary school certificate were 26% (100) and those with primary school certificate were 

40.1% (154) of the respondents as indicated in the table 74% (284) if the youth are single and 

20.8% (80) are married while 3.9% (15) were divorced and 1.3% (5) were widow.  
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Table 2 Youth Development Activities carried out by Youth Development Associations  

 

S/No Youth Development Activities Agree 

(%) 

Disagree 

(%) 

Total 

(%) 

Economic Related Youth Development Activities 

1. Youth Associations involved in organizing skills 

acquisition for youths 

258 

(67.2%) 

126 

(32.8%) 

384 

(100%) 

2 Youth Associations helped their members 

financially in their business.  

302 

(78.6%) 

82 

(21.4%) 

384 

(100%) 

3 Youth Associations helped their members in 

getting white-collar job. 

384 

(100%) 

- 384 

(100%) 

 4 Youth Associations involved in youth economic 

empowerment activities. 

384 

(100%) 

- 384 

(100%) 

5 Youth Associations helped their members in their 

farming activities.  

284 

(74%) 

100 

(26%) 

384 

(100%) 

 Average  322.4 

(84) 

61.6 

(16%) 

384 

(100%) 

 Social Infrastructure Related Youth Development Activities 

1. Youth Associations involved in 

construction and maintenance of 

community health care facilities  

298 (77.6%) 86 

(22.4%) 

384 

(100%) 

2 Youth Associations involved in 

construction and maintenance of 

community roads 

276 (71.9%) 108 

(28.1%) 

384 

(100%) 

3 Youth Associations involved in 

construction and maintenance of 

community market.  

294 (76.6%) 90 

(23.4%) 

384 

(100%) 

4. Youth Associations involved in 

addressing security challenges of the 

community.  

384 (100%) - 384 

(100%) 

5 Youth Associations involved in drilling 

and maintenance of community’s wells. 

241(62.8%) 143 

(37.2%) 

384 

(100%) 

6 Youth Associations involved in fostering 

unity among youths in the community. 

384 (100%) - 384 

(100%) 

 Average 312.8 (81.5%) 71.2 

(18.5%) 

 

384 

(100%) 
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Political Related Youth Development Activities 

1 Youth Associations involved in 

mobilizing youths for active participation 

in politics. 

320 (83.3%) 64 

(16.7%) 

384 

(100%) 

2 Youth Associations helped their member 

in seeking for political offices. 

256 (66.7%) 

 

128 

(33.3%) 

384 

(100%) 

3 Youth Associations helped their 

members in winning elections into 

political positions. 

258 (67.2%) 126 

(32.8%) 

384 

(100%) 

4 Youth Associations involved in fostering 

good leadership and good governance 

among youths in the community. 

247 (64.3%) 137 

(35.7%) 

384 

(100%) 

5 Youth Associations involved in agitating 

for youth participation in decision 

making process of the community. 

384 (100%) - 384 

(100%) 

 Average 293 (76.3%) 91 

(23.7%) 

384 

(100%) 

Educational Related Youth Development Activities 

1 Youth Associations involved in 

provision of instructional materials for 

schools within the community. 

186 (48.4%) 198 

(51.6%) 

384 

(100%) 

2 Youth Associations involved in 

organizing extramural class for youths.  

384 (100%) - 384 

(100%) 

3 Youth Associations involved in 

promoting school-community 

relationship. 

293 (76.3%) 91 

(23.7%) 

384 

(100%) 

4 Youth Associations encouraged and 

supported youths in their education 

pursuit.  

384 (100%) - 384 

(100%) 

5 Youth Associations involved in seeking 

admissions for youths into higher 

institutions of learning.  

241(62.8%) 143 

(37.2%) 

384 

(100%) 

6 Youth Associations ran Adult Literacy 

for youth and adults in the community. 

293 (76.3%) 91 

(23.7%) 

384 

(100%) 

 Average 296.8 (77.4%) 87.2 

(22.6%) 

384 

(100%) 

The information in table 2 showed youth development activities carried out by Youth 

Development Associations in Musawa Local Government Area. Generally, the table revealed 
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that Youth Development Associations in the study areas have involved in a number of youth 

development activities ranging from economic, social infrastructure, political and educational 

related youth development programmes. In specific, table 2 indicated that on average 84% 

(322) respondents agreed that Youth Development Associations have involved economic 

related youth development activities ranging from organizing skills acquisition for youths; 

helping youths in their business financially; seeking white-collar jobs for members; fixing 

members in economic empowerment activities; and working in farms of members.    

On the part of social infrastructure related youth development activities, on average 81.5% 

(312) Youth Associations respondents agreed that their associations have carried out a 

number of social infrastructural activities for the benefit of youth in Musawa Local 

Government Area. These activities are: construction and maintenance of community health 

care facilities; community roads; markets and wells. Other activities are addressing security 

challenges and fostering of unity among youths. 

On political youth development related activities, Youth Development Association 

respondents on average 76.3 % of them agreed that their associations have involved in 

mobilizing youths for active participation in politics; helping members in seeking for political 

positions and winning elections; fostering of good leadership and governance and agitating 

for youth participation in decision making process of the community. 

Table 2 also revealed that on average 77.4% of Youth Development Association members 

agreed that their associations have involved in educational youth development related 

activities such as provision of instructional materials for schools; organizing extramural 

classes for youths; promoting school-community relationship; encouraging and supporting 

youths in educational pursuits; seeking admission for youth in institutions of higher learning 

and running adult literacy classes for youths and adults. 

Table 3: Contributions of Youth Development Associations to Community Development 

Youth Related Activities  

 

S/N Contributions Agree 

(%) 

Disagree 

(%) 

Total 

(%) 

Economic Related Youth Development  

1. Activities of Youth Development Associations have 

equipped youths with occupational skills. 

258 

(67.2%) 

126 

(32.8%) 

384 

(100%) 

2 Activities of Youth Development Associations have 

improved business activities of youths.  

302 

(78.6%) 

82 

(21.4%) 

384 

(100%) 

 3 Activities of Youth Development Associations have 

empowered youths economically. 

384 

(100%) 

- 384 

(100%) 

4 Activities of Youth Development Associations have 

reduced poverty among youths.  

284 

(74%) 

100 

(26%) 

384 

(100%) 

 Average  307 

(80%) 

77 

(20%) 

384 

(100%) 
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Social Infrastructure Related Youth Development  

1. Activities of Youth Development Associations have 

improved health status of youths.  

298 

(77.6%) 

86 

(22.4%) 

384 

(100%) 

2 Activities of Youth Development Associations have 

improved community road networking. 

276 

(71.9%) 

108 

(28.1%) 

384 

(100%) 

3. Activities of Youth Development Associations have 

reduced crime rate among youth.  

384 

(100%) 

- 384 

(100%) 

4 Activities of Youth Development Associations have 

reduced problem of shortage of potable water. 

241(62.8

%) 

143 

(37.2%) 

384 

(100%) 

5 Activities of Youth Development Associations have 

fostered unity among youths in the community. 

384 

(100%) 

- 384 

(100%) 

 Average 316.6 

(81.5%) 

67.4 

(17.5%) 

 

384 

(100%) 

Political Related Youth Development  

1 Youth Development Associations have succeeded in 

mobilizing youths for active participation in politics. 

288 

(75%) 

96(25%) 384 

(100%) 

2 Some youths have gained political positions with the support 

of Youth Development Associations 

241(62.8

%) 

143 

(37.2%) 

384 

(100%) 

3 Youth Development Associations have fostered violence free 

politics among youths in the community. 

247 

(64.3%) 

137 

(35.7%) 

384 

(100%) 

4 Youth Development Associations have succeeded in 

agitating for youth participation in decision making process 

of the community. 

258 

(67.2%) 

126 

(32.8%) 

384 

(100%) 

 Average 258.5 

(67.3%) 

125.5(32.

7%) 

384 

(100%) 

Educational Related Youth Development  

1 Youth Development Associations activities have improved 

educational attainments of youths.  

302 

(78.6%) 

82 

(21.4%) 

384 

(100%) 

2 Youth Development Associations have promoted school-

community relationship. 

293 

(76.3%) 

91 

(23.7%) 

384 

(100%) 

3 Many youths have been encouraged and supported in their 

educational pursuit by Youth Development Associations. 

384 

(100%) 

- 384 

(100%) 

4 Many youths have gained admissions into higher institutions 

of learning via Youth Development Associations efforts.  

241(62.8

%) 

143 

(37.2%) 

384 

(100%) 

5 Many youths have become literates via Youth Development 293 

(76.3%) 

91 

(23.7%) 

384 

(100%) 
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Associations Adult Literacy programmes. 

 Average 302.6 

(78.8%) 

81.4 

(21.2%) 

384 

(100%) 

  

Table 3 above revealed the contributions of Youth Development Associations’ community 

development youth related activities in Musawa Local Government Area. In overall, 80% of 

the respondents agreed that the activities of the associations have positively contributed to 

economic development of youths in the area of study. Specifically, 67.2 % 0of the 

respondents agreed that youth have been equipped with occupational skills, 78.6% of them 

agreed the associations activities have improved business activities of youths, 100% of them 

accepted that youths have been economically empowered and 74% of the respondents 

ascertained that the activities of the youth associations have reduced poverty level of youth. 

Table 3 further showed that youth development activities of Youth Development 

Associations in Musawa Local Government Area have positively contributed to social 

infrastructure of youths in the community. Specifically, 77.6% of the respondents agreed that 

health status of youths have been improved; 71.9% ascertained that community road 

networking has been improved; 100% of them consented to reduction in crime rate and 

fostering of unity among youths  as a result of youth development activities embarked upon 

by Youth Development Associations. 

75% of the respondents acknowledged that the youth activities have led to active 

participation of youths in politics and decision making in the community. 64. 3% of the 

respondents agreed that the youth development activities have fostered violent free politics 

among youths.  

On average 78.8% of the respondents acknowledged the positive contributions of Youth 

Development Associations development activities to educational development of youths in 

the area of study. Specifically, 78.6% of the respondents agreed that youth educational 

attainments have been improved; 76.3% consented that youth development associations’ 

activities have promoted school-community relationship; 100% of them agreed that youth 

development associations have supported many youths in their educational pursuits; 76.3% of 

the respondents acknowledged the contribution of the Associations youth development 

activities to adult and youth literacy rate in the area of study. 

Table 4 Problems Confronting Youth Development Associations in Carrying Out 

Community Development Youth Related Activities  

S/N Problems Agree 

(%) 

Disagree 

(%) 

Total 

(%) 

1. Lack of adequate fund is inhibiting youth development 

activities of Youth Development Associations. 

384 

(100%) 

    0       - 384 

(100%) 

2 Fraud, dishonesty, and corruption among members/leaders 

are inhibiting youth development activities of Youth 

Development Associations.  

302 

(78.6%) 

82 

(21.4%) 

384 

(100%) 

 3 Politics, rivalries and envy among members Activities are 

inhibiting youth development activities of Youth 

Development Associations. 

284 

(74%) 

100 

(26%) 

384 

(100%) 
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4 Low participation of youth is inhibiting youth development 

activities of Youth Development Associations.  

284 

(74%) 

100 

(26%) 

384 

(100%) 

5 Inability to accept change in traditional and cultural 

practices by youth is inhibiting youth development activities 

of Youth Development Associations. 

256 

(66.7%) 

 

128 

(33.3%) 

384 

(100%) 

6 Lack of adequate government support is inhibiting youth 

development activities of Youth Development Associations. 

293 

(76.3%) 

91 

(23.7%) 

384 

(100%) 

Table 4 above revealed a number of problems inhibiting youth development activities of 

Youth Development Associations in Musawa Local Government Area of Katsina State. 

Specifically, 100% of the respondents acknowledged lack adequate fund; 78.6 of them agreed 

that fraud, dishonesty and corruption among members/leaders; 74 % of them saw politics, 

rivalries and envy among members and low participation among members; 76% of 

respondents saw lack of adequate government support as important problem inhibiting youth 

development activities of youth development associations  Musawa Local Government. 

Summary of Findings  

The findings of this study revealed that: Youth development activities of Youth Development 

Associations in Musawa Local Government Area are economic, social infrastructure, political 

and educational in nature; The activities of Youth Development Associations have positively 

contributed to economic, social infrastructure, political and educational development of youth 

in Musawa Local Government Area and The problems inhibiting youth development 

activities are poor funding, fraud, dishonesty and corruption among members/leaders low 

participation of members and lack of adequate support from government. 

Discussions of Findings 

The findings from the research question one revealed that activities of Youth Development 

Associations in Musawa are economically, socially, politically and educationally youth 

development related activities. And these activities span across organizing skills acquisition 

for youths; given financial assistance to members for their business activities; getting 

members white-collar jobs; empowering them economically; and assisting them in their 

farming activities. Other activities include construction and maintenance of health centres; 

roads; community markets; addressing security challenges via vigilante groups; fostering of 

unity among youths; mobilizing them for political participation and community decision 

making process. The Youth Development Associations are also into educational youth 

development programmes such as provision of instructional materials for schools; organizing 

extramural classes; fostering of school-community relationship; supporting youth in their 

educational pursuits via scholarship; helping them gaining admission into institutions of 

higher learning among others. These activities are no doubt youth based development and 

where these are present youths are bound to thrive as individuals and members of 

communities. This result is consistent with the report of Hamiton, Hamiton and  Pittman 

(2004) which provided an authoritative summation of the critical domains of youth 

development, as physical, intellectual, psychological and emotional, and social development. 

It is related to a study reported in http://ssrn-com/abstract=2173468 that youth sports and 

leisure activities, ICT skills, education, entrepreneurship development, decision making and 

youth employment are the youth development activities components of Youth Empowerment 

Scheme in Rivers State. 

http://ssrn-com/abstract=2173468
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The findings from research question two showed that activities of Youth Development 

Associations have positively contributed to economic, social infrastructure, political and 

educational development of youth in Musawa Local Government Area of Katsina State. The 

specific areas of contributions are employment generation; acquisition of occupational skills; 

improvement in youth business ventures; poverty reduction among youth; and active 

participation in politics and decision making process; fostering of unity among youths; 

improvement in security matters; improvement in health facilities; more youths in higher 

institutions of learning; promoting academic excellence among youth; strengthening school-

community relationship and improving adult and youth literacy status. Certainly, these 

contributions of Youth Development Associations to youth community development portray 

youth association as an important vehicle for promoting youth development in our society. 

This finding is in consonant with that of Udensi, Daasi, Emah and Zukbeee (2013) which 

showed that youth associations have played pivotal role in education, health, environmental 

sanitation, mass mobilization, religious activities of their communities etc. This study poses 

that through active participation and encouragement; youths can be effective instrument for 

community development programmes and may take ownership as well. In fact, coming 

together of youths under Youth Development Associations they can be of help to one another 

in various facet of life as shown in the study.  

The findings from research question three showed that lack of adequate fund; fraud, 

dishonesty and corruption among members/ leaders of Youth Development Associations; low 

participation of youth; lack of adequate support from government; rivalries and envy among 

members and some of the problems inhibiting youth development associations in carrying out 

youth development activities. These problems no doubt have restricted what the Associations 

would have done to improve youth in all facets of life. Naturally, finance is a life wire of any 

organization no matter the initiative of a group if the resources needed to implement such 

initiatives are not found such initiatives would be useless. Youths certainly need support of 

the government and when such does not forth come then; Youth Associations are bound to be 

incapacitated in their efforts to improve the living conditions of members. The finding of this 

research question is consistent with the findings of a study by Effiong (2012) on youth 

participation in community development: evidence from Yakurr Local Government Area, 

Cross River State which indicated that: inadequate funding hamper the execution of major 

developmental projects in the community. Most youth organizations depend on voluntary 

donations by members or other organizations for the execution of their projects. Poor 

leadership within the organization is another major factor affecting youth participation in 

rural development in the study area. Respondents complained that some leaders could not 

give proper account of their stewardship in the organizations. Also, the respondents indicated 

that lack of interest by community members was a limiting factor towards participating in 

rural development in the area. Another constraint to youth participation in development is the 

issue of lack of training.   

Conclusion  

Youths have a great role to play in their development. In fact, youth formation of community 

based organizations in Musawa has led to economic, social, intellectual, personality, 

educational and political development of youths. Certainly, where youths form themselves 

into associations they will be empowered to realize their potentialities and take advantage of 

opportunities available to make positive contribution to the well-being of their communities 

in Musawa Local Government Area. But youth development associations would have 

contributed more to the development of youths if not constrained by lack of adequate fund; 

fraud, dishonesty and corruption among members/ leaders of Youth Development 
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Associations; low participation of youth; lack of adequate support from government; rivalries 

and envy among members.  

Recommendation 
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made: The activities 

of Youth Development Associations should be sustained by governments, individuals and 

non-governmental organizations through financial and moral support; Youth Development 

Associations should be encouraged and supported by all stakeholders in the community; 

Community development personnel at Local Government should popularize the activities of 

youth development associations on youth development in order to convince government and 

NGOs to seek support both in cash and kind for the groups in order to address the problem of 

fund that inhibit the activities of the groups and Financial management and training on youth 

commitments to youth issues should be organized for Youth Development Associations and 

to be championed by CD workers in order to address some of the problems inhibiting the 

groups in youth development efforts.  
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