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Abstract 

Agricultural science in general is linked with the development of any nation in the world. 

Agricultural science as a vocation and discipline opens and shuts more doors for men and 

women than any other content area. Despite the importance of agricultural sector to the 

development of any nation and the frequent campaigns encouraging the Nigerian populace to 

harness the potentials in it, the unemployment rate has continued to increase significantly. 

This study addresses the issue of youth idleness via agriculture and adult education 

programmes in Bayelsa State. The concept of youth idleness, adult education programmes 

and agricultural strategies were clarified. Youth idleness in Bayelsa State, the place of adult 

education and Agricultural science in addressing the menace of youth idleness was 

discussed. It was recommended that adult education programme should be improved to 

accommodate strategies for disseminating agricultural strategies amongst youths. 
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Introduction 

Agricultural science in general is linked with the development of any nation in the world. 

Agricultural science as a vocation and discipline opens and shuts more doors for men and 

women than any other content area. Agriculture was truly the most important economic 

sector in Nigeria, which accounted for the highest source of provider of employment, highest 

contributor to gross domestic product and foreign exchange earnings (Nwangwu, 2019).  

Despite the importance of agricultural sector to the development of any nation and the 

frequent campaigns encouraging the Nigerian populace to harness the potentials in it, the 

unemployment rate has continued to increase significantly (Aduwari, 2022). 

Charles-Owaba (2020) reported that there is a serious lack of awareness and under-utilization 

of the potentials in the Agricultural sector by citizens, especially the youths in Nigeria 

generally, but Bayelsa precisely. He further noted that most youths in Bayelsa see farming as 

a low-class task, hence they hunt for white collar jobs, thereby making the state to depend on 

other states for supply of agricultural produce. 

Research reports from Akinpade(2020), Olufemi (2019), Alhassan, Safao and Ameyaw 

(2017) and Kolawole (2014) have revealed some of the causes of lack of awareness and 

under-utilization of the potentials in the Agricultural sector amongst youths as: lack of 

visionary leadership, incompetence, policy somersault, a complete absence of project follow-

through, a propensity to divert public funds and resources into private use, and lack of a 

strong commitment to find a sustainable way to provide small scale rural farmers access to 

seeds, fertilizer, small-scale irrigation and credit. Also, Elfindri and Rezki (2015) and 

Alhassan, Safao and Ameyaw (2017) specifically, pointed out that youth idleness is a major 

reason behind the underutilization of agricultural policies. He further noted that most 

agricultural programmes and policies meant for national development and transformation 

were not successful, in spite of quantum of money that had been invested, because they were 

all in-school in nature and design, which does not accommodate post-school activities such as 

adult and non-formal education. 

The issue on how toreduce unemployment amongst youths via agricultural activities has been 

comprehensively studied, but almost no research has been conducted to address the menace 

of youth idleness in Bayelsa State.Therefore, this study is aimed at establishing how the 

integration of agricultural strategies into adult education programmes can address the issue of 

youth idleness in Bayelsa State.  

Conceptual Clarification 

To create a context for a clearer appreciation of the discussion and analysis, the following 

two major or central concepts of the study are clarified below. 

Youth Idleness 

Idleness can be defined according to the International Labor Organization (ILO), cited in 

Balongo, Okuto, and Wamuyu (2019) as a situation that arises when economically active 

group of population are without work but available for and seeking work.This group includes 

those who have lost their jobs and those who have voluntarily left work (World Bank, 2013). 

Idleness could also be said to be a situation where members of labour force wish and are 

willing to work but cannot access the jobs. Therefore, youth idleness can be described as the 

conglomeration of a group of people with diverse background, who are willing and capable to 

work, yet cannot access any opportunity neither find the type of job they trained to do, or the 

job they will be proud to do as their area of expertise (Onyeiwu, 2015). 
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Youth idleness is a serious population phenomenon along with increasing youth 

underutilization. According to Economist (March, 2013), youth idleness is a potential threat 

to national economy because they will increase burden on Government (Belfiels & Hendry, 

2012).  

Adult Education 

The concept of adult education has been faced with hydra-headed definition. It becomes 

difficult to hinge it on a singular universal definition. In the view of Houle (1972), adult 

education is a process by which men and women (alone, in groups of institutional settings) 

seek to improve themselves or their society by increasing their skill, their knowledge or their 

sensitiveness; any process by which individuals, groups or institutions try to help men and 

women improve in these ways. Merrian (1982) in Olori (2012) defined adult education as 

concerned with preparing people for life, but more specialty, with helping people to live more 

successfully. However, the most comprehensive and embracing is UNESCO‟s definition 

which sees adult education as: “ the entire body of organized educational process, whatever 

they prolong or replace initial education in schools, colleges and universities as well as in 

apprenticeship whereby persons regarded as adult by the society to which they belong 

develop their abilities, enrich their knowledge, improve their technical or professional 

qualifications and bring about changes in the two fold perspective of full personal 

development and participation in balanced and independent social, economic and cultural 

development. 

A cursory look into the above definition reveals that the following attributes of adult 

education are deducible: 

• There is flexibility of content 

• It is a continuous process. 

• It considers both individual and groups. 

• Adult education also is remedial in nature. 

• Its methodology recognizes human dignity and 

• It is change oriented. 

Adult education is therefore, an educational activity which individuals undertake in order to 

improve their social and economic conditions for the overall benefits of society. The gain of 

the process has a ripple effect. It benefits the individual(s) and transcends to the entire 

society. 

Youth Idleness in Bayelsa State 

Bayelsa state, created twenty-one years ago, is one of the youngest states in the Nigerian 

Federation. Korikiye (2017) noted that as a young state, it is faced with numerous problems 

ranging from lack of infrastructure, violent conflicts, to gross deficiency in manpower 

especially, qualified manpower in the various fields of endeavor. He further noted that the 

biggest of all the challenges is youth idleness. Also,the current Deputy Governor, of Bayelsa 

State, in a press statement published inBayelsa Watch of March 6, 2021, noted that  

“…The growing trend of youth idleness and dependency is a simmering time bomb that 

would explode to worsen the insecurity and economic backwardness in Ijawnation” 

Charles-Owaba(2020) submitted that the scenario was most disastrous in our rural areas 

where youth spend the whole day playing draft, involving in sport betting and other forms of 

gambling.It is a situation where most educated and vibrant young men would prefer to go 
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about shouting “I‟m loyal” “the boss” “find us something”instead of engaging in fruitful 

ventures like farming and trading.  

Bayelsa State has a chunk number of youths with enormous potentials which, when harnessed 

could bring tremendous national development but these youths are confronted with a lot of 

challenges for which idleness is not an exception (Aduwari, 2021). A Policy like 

DiriBoostEntrepreneurship Programme which was initiated by theGovernor Douye Diri as 

part of his prosperity agenda to enable the youth to find more job opportunities in all sectors, 

especially in areas such as agriculture, education, forestry, resource mobilization and other 

sectors in the country. Additionally, the government has also introduced the Disability Bill to 

address the employment needs of young persons with disability and the enactment of a 

demand driven law for the establishment of Technical and Vocational secondary schools 

(Charles-Owaba, 2021). Yet all these efforts proved futile to achieve the targeted goal which 

has led majority of the youth to be unemployed thereby impelling them to commit crime. 

Ironically, Kusi (2015) alludes that what has escalated the situation is the recent embargo 

placed on employment due to the economic recession of the national economy. 

Unfortunately, the rise of youth idleness has led to the recent formation of a group known as 

an Unemployed Graduates Forum of Bayelsa which could further exacerbate the menace of 

idleness amongst youth. According to Donjor (2011), youth idleness is coupled with poverty, 

crime and inequality which could serve as fertile grounds for crime that can lead to social 

chaos, conflicts and instability that might hamper the development of the state.  

The following are some of the suggested causes of youth idleness especially in Nigeria and 

other developing countries.  

1. The first one is the rapidly growing urban labour force arising from rural-urban migration 

which is usually explained in terms of push pull factors including the pressure resulting from 

man-land ratio in the rural area and the existence of serious underemployment arising from 

the seasonal cycle of climate and inadequate infrastructural facilities which make the rural 

life for people to therein.  

2. Population Growth: World population is on the increase, especially in the third world. 

Many people are not creating jobs but looking for white collar jobs which are few compared 

to the number of those hustling for them.  

3. The school curriculum is inadequate. The outdated school curricular and inadequate 

employable skills have made some scholars and commentators to have argued that as far as 

the formal sector is concerned, the average Nigerian graduates are not employable and 

therefore do not possess the skills needed by the employees of labour for a formal 

employment. Since subjects that could lead the youth to vocational related employment such 

as handwork craft and natural study which could lunch them into the areas of vocational 

interest, have been excluded in the curriculum. These subjects had helped a lot of drop outs in 

the last three decades to find their feet in the area of employment.  

4. There is malfunctioning of educational system, that is, it is not addressing the pertinent 

needs of young people nor the labour market demand. Unfortunately, the education of many 

youths my not provide them the jobs they are searching for. Poor quality of education: In 

some cases, poor quality of education brings about a mismatch between the school and the 

labour market and, in case of school drop outs, they are not employable. There are other such 

drop outs who could explore areas that are not strictly for professionals. 

5. Under-development in the third world is another cause of unemployment. Development 

will surely lead to jobs creation if the rural areas are developed, there will be jobs for the 
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capable and interested people rather than moving to the urban centers making such places 

congested and filled with criminals.  

6. Awogbenle&Iwuimadi (2010) say that there is no vibrant manufacturing sector which has 

the capacity to absorb unemployed youths in Nigeria. There are over 800 collapsed industries 

in Nigeria and over 39 factories closed up in 2009, while about half of the remaining 

operating firms have been classified as „ailing‟ a situation that poses a great threat to the 

survival of manufacturingin the next few years.   

7. There are no effective adult and non-formal education programmes in the state, that can 

cater for the needs of out-of-school individuals as a way to equipthem with skills to function 

in agricultural sectors.   

Addressing The Menace of Youth Idleness Via Adult Education and Agricultural 

Science in Bayelsa State  

The agricultural sector has received considerable attention to the extent that if youths will engage in it, 

there will be drastic reduction in unemployment and idleness generally. Adult education can serve as 

platform to equipped these youths with the needed skills. The ideas of innovative farming technique 

can be disseminated through the adult education platform to youths that donot have agricultural 

science background, thereby giving them a reason to pull out of unemployment and idleness.  

Adult education should be the platformfor acquiring other entrepreneurial skills to meet the demand 

of the labour market. No doubt, reforms are going on in the education sector of Nigeria with a view of 

meeting the demands of the society such as introduction of free Compulsory Basic Education (UBE) 

for Nigerians and the licensing of private universities (Ijaya, 2007). There should be relationship 

between curriculum and societal needs of the labour market. The curriculum should be constantly 

tailored in such away that adult education can serve as a means for solving youths‟ unemployment 

because things are not static.  

Provide small business school that will be manned by adult education experts with the aim of 

encouraging interested youths to participate and acquire managerial skills. The process can also 

accommodate internship programmes whereby interested youths can be matched with locally 

successful entrepreneurs for mentorship within a stipulated period of time.  

Establishing a non-formal enterprise college aimed at fostering the specific skills sets for the youths in 

order to find solution to youths‟ unemployment and idleness.  

Conclusion 

There is no contention that investment in our youths is investment in our future. Youth idleness is a 

menace in Bayelsa State and constitutes a real threat to tangible development. The Integration of adult 

education programme with agriculture can reduce the menace of youth idleness in Bayelsa state.  

Suggestions 

The following suggestions were given: 

1) Adult education programme should be improved to accommodate strategies for 

disseminating agricultural innovations amongst youths. 

2) The government should engage the services of adult and non-formal education experts to 

address the issues of youth idleness in Bayelsa State. 
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