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Abstract: 

 

Institutionalization of educational campuses in certain areas in the state in considered as 

urban decentralization factor to decongest the cities at the same time create urbanization. 

The paper investigated the impact of tertiary institutions on rural economy in rivers state, Nigeria. 

Clustering of tertiary institutions within Port Harcourt and its environs has the effects of 

suffocating available infrastructure, increase cost of rents, deplete available space for 

agriculture etc. This at the same, time denies other localities and local government areas the 

benefits of urbanization. The paper anchored on “Central Place Theory.” Materials were 

sourced through hard copies of published articles, bulletins and on line (internet). Further 

information was secured through questionnaire interviews and focus group discussions. The 

work was conducted in state established tertiary institutions: Rivers State University, Ignatius 

Ajuru University of Education, Kenule Beeson Saro-Wiwa Polytechnic, School of Health 

Technology, Nursing, Midwifery and Public Health Nursing. The paper anchored on 

“Central Place Theory”. Descriptive statistics of tables, frequencies and bar charts were 

implored in analyzing generated data relating to the objectives. Hypotheses shall be tested 

using Spearman’s Correlation Co-efficient; the essence of Spearman’s Correlation Co-

efficient was to determine the strength and type of relationship between variables. Result 

revealed increased in rural development in favor of property development and cost of land 

and rent respectively. There is significant mean difference in educational and socio-economic 

opportunities. There is a change in fashion as boutique and fashion shops increased.  There 

is significant difference in property development and cost of land and rent.  

 

Keywords; Socio-economic, Impact, Tertiary Institutions, Rural Economy, Urban, 
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1. Introduction  

 

Crave for Western education has become as important as having its presence felt in localities 

in every local government Area. This stems from the fact that the presence of tertiary 

institution offers tremendous socio-economic benefits world all over. Using it as rural 

development strategy can be glaring when compared with inherent socio-economic in 

indicators. The controversies generated by the struggle among the political class as made one 

to believe that ruler-ship in Africa has become “winner takes all” especially when only the 

governor has the sole right to decide where tertiary institutions should be located. Besides 

considering tertiary institutions as partners in development, government cannot deny 

knowledge of the multiplier effects on educations institutions have on rural development. 

Overwhelmingly, scholars have drawn support for the benefits of educational institutions in 

improving socio-economic development of rural areas (Hull & Jones, 1999: North, 1990). In 

South Africa, rural socio-economic transformation is boosted by government direct or 

indirect participation in encouraging small business entrepreneurships. One key fact worthy 

of note is the understanding that every approach taken to increase socio-economy of a place 

as vital as it could be a launching pad for potential investment or economic growth. 

Radicalization of the transformation process is vital. Acquainting stakeholders of the need to 

attract every possible project and programmes that can transform one’s neighborhood or 

locality, its pursuit must not be reneged.  
 

The correlation of tertiary institutions to socio-economic development is relevant and cannot 

be ignored. The essence is that clustering of various trades and business undertakings within 

vicinity may reduce cost of development. The “participatory transfer brings a comparative 

advantage in the sense that the end of one activity may be the beginning of another stage of 

business. For instance, a tailor may not possess a particular machine for weaving but his 

activity places another on advantage of doing the weaving for a charge which invariably 

could be the only reason a cloth weaving business was setup within the campus. This could 

also be likened to business network or chain services where one job or service passes through 

different hands or trades to get completed. In fact, tertiary institution environment is a hub 

and generates incomes to the institutions as business participants are made to pay for the 

shades, kiosks, stores, shops and malls. It then means that both the business owners, the 

community, the institution are all at advantage and needs the corporation of one another for a 

conducive business environment to exist. Such cannot be experienced without mutual 

interactions. The interaction effect is another correlation that ushers massive socio-economic 

development of host communities by tertiary institutions. This interaction allows for 

undiluted social corporate responsibility by the institution. In this regard, tertiary institutions 

are under obligation to employ certain percent of communities’ indigenes and also offer 

admission base on community quota.  This is a vital relationship that keeps socio-economic 

development on a fast track.  
 

2. Statement of Problem  

In Nigeria, the erroneous view about urbanization and decentralization has been domiciled 

within the context of creation of more local governments. Such understanding could be 

likened to mental bondage. In actual fact, urbanization in a country or state can be pursued 

through different perspectives such as establishment of industries, location of tertiary 

institutions and other agencies. Be it as it may, Rivers State has had the worst form of urban 

decentralization approach especially though her location of tertiary institutions which has 

greatly slowed the pace of positive socio-economic impact on the development of rural 

economy. Records have shown that between 1970 and 2016, established tertiary institutions 

have barely revolved within few local government areas in Rivers State (Ojeh & Origho, 
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(2012). For instance, in 1971, College of Education, University of Education was established, 

School of Health Technology, Nursing, Midwifery and Public Health Nursing, 1970, Kenule 

Beeson Saro-Wiwa Polytechnic 1988, Rivers State University 1972 and Elechi Amadi 

Polytechnic 1984. Continues clustering of tertiary institutions within Port Harcourt and its 

environs has the effects of suffocating available infrastructure, increase cost of rents, deplete 

available space for agriculture etc. This at the same, time denies other localities and local 

government areas the socio-economic benefits of experiencing rapid development and 

urbanization. It became vital to ask “can the multiplier effect of establishing tertiary 

institutions at a “selected” few local government areas positively affect socio-economic lives 

of people in other local government areas and country-sides? To provide answers to this 

question, this study focuses on investigating the “socio-economic impact of tertiary 

institutions on rural economy in Rivers State” as a way of understanding what other local 

government areas stand to gain or lose in the presence of tertiary institution in the area. 
 

3. Objective of the Study  
This research sets out to inquire into the socio-economic impact of tertiary institutions on 

rural economy in Rivers State. Specifically, the objectives of the research are to; 
 

 

(i) Identify the impact of tertiary Institutions and social economic opportunities of 

tertiary institutions on host communities in Rivers State. 
 

(ii) Identify the impact of tertiary Institutions on property development of host 

communities in Rivers State.  
 

(iii) Identify the impact of tertiary Institutions on cost of rent in host communities 

in Rivers State.   
 

 

Tests shall be conducted based on the following hypothesis;  
 

 

HO1: There is no significant relationship between socio-economic activities in tertiary 

institutions host communities and rural development in urban cities in Rivers State. 
 

HO2: There is no significant relationship between property development in tertiary institutions      

host communities and rural development in Rivers State. 
 

HO3: There is no significant relationship between cost of rents in tertiary institutions host         

communities and economic development in Rivers State. 

 

3. Study Scope  

This work is restricted to investigating the socio-economic impact of tertiary institutions on 

rural economy in Rivers state. It shall utilize socio-economic activities that improve lives of 

rural households and promote rural development as our working variables to ensure proper 

research of the topic. This study further identified existing disparities in urban 

decentralization created by establishment of tertiary institutions at few localities and provides 

practical suggestions on how to close the gap between rural, sub-urban and urban 

neighborhoods. 
 

4. Literature Review  
 

Conceptual Underpinnings  
 

According to Moodie (2010), tertiary institution can be viewed from the stand point of 

“source of funding, institution and programmes offered. Tertiary institution is considered to 
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be higher than secondary colleges. Moodie (2002) explained that while some scholars define 

tertiary institution as higher education, others view it as training institute or program. World 

Bank, 2006 saw tertiary institution as institution that undertakes the teaching of higher 

leanings and offers higher certificates. They teach specific higher learning capacities. These 

tertiary institutions include universities, polytechnic, collages of education, etc. it is the third 

level or “post-secondary education under the educational stages. Other countries may call it 

tertiary education, in America it is known as “continuing education” while in Britain it is 

called “further education.” 
 

Socio-economically, tertiary institutions offer wide range of opportunities under the business 

circle. Beside employment, other economic activities spring up within institutions to support 

the working and smooth operations of academic activities. For instance, bookshops, cyber 

cafes, printing press, photocopying and computer centers etc, are relevant for academics to 

move forward and unhindered.  
 

The fact that most of tertiary institutions are sited in cities, remote country sides can fast be 

captured into urban setting with the presence of tertiary institution. Clearly noted is the fact 

that urban neighborhood encompasses the presence of large number of people, with distant 

houses (not squalor). It is distinct from rural in composition. The apprehension is the drift 

from agricultural based state where people tend to seek for paid jobs and neglect agriculture. 

At this point it is believed that there is pressure on the land with deforestation in favour of 

massive housing.  
 

However, the presence of tertiary institutions presents lots of economic activities with income 

generating opportunities not limited to small scale businesses presented in the table below; 
 

Table 1. Socio- economic activities;  
 

 Computer Training   Mp3/Music Studio Recordings 

 Photocopying Services   Photography 

 Educational Opportunities   Food Vendors/Fast foods  

 Cyber cafes   Computer Repairs and Maintenance 

 Transit Shuttle Service   Increased infrastructural   

 Publication and Book Binding  Sales of Computer Accessories  

 Increased Land Speculations   Bookshops 

 Sales of Phone Accessories   Super Markets  

 Artisans  Employment Generation  

 Sales of Mobile Phones  Banking Businesses 

 Property Development   

Source: Desk Research, (2021) 
 

Ehinmowo, & Eludoyin (2010) pointed out that there greater challenges that must be fought 

which bedevils the establishment of tertiary institutions. They emphasized that the gains of 

higher institutions must be accepted with caution and effort must be made to control the 

excesses of participants in tertiary institutions both staff, students and small scale business 

operators. These challenges which appear to be demerits listed below are developed in a 

template not limited to;   
 
 

 

5. Theoretical Framework 
 

Central Place Theory 
  

Central place theory is a “theory” guiding the location of institutions as cited in Walter, 

(1933): Ehinmowo & Eludoyin, (2010) and Ojeh & Origho, (2012). This work stands on 
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existing theory of “Perrouxian Economic Space Growth Pole Theory” formulated by a 

renowned French Economist, Perroux (1950) in which he looked at the real economic 

development process as made up of central points, and poles and other forms through which 

other actions and activities spring up. According the Perroux, the center is attracted to the 

forms from forces capable of generating wealth to the space. To Perroux, development is 

activated and eventually spreads to other areas. The theory is of the view that development 

does not come by accident. It is activated by friendly forces or actions. Perroux viewed his 

theory from the point of business undertaking in which their growth and expansion is as a 

result of linkages. In plain terms, Perroux related his work to a situation where locations of 

tertiary institutions activate various economic activities and eventual growth and 

development of a locality. He further stressed that economic development does not appear or 

spring suddenly rather is a function of human actions and eventual spread to other areas. 

Deducing from the idea behind this theory, establishment of tertiary institution at a locality 

brings about development because several businesses will spring up within and outside the 

campus. The host community is bound to experience influx of people both student, 

businessmen and workers. Certainly such remote community will become urbanized. 
 

6. Brief History of Rivers State Established Tertiary Institutions  
 

Kenule Beeson Saro-Wiwa Polytechnic  
 

Culled from Amadi, Nwanyanwu & Amadi (2016), “Kenule Beeson Saro-Wiwa Polytechnic 

is an institution approved by National Board for Technical Education (NBTE). It was 

formerly Rivers State Polytechnic. The institution is sited on two campuses; the management 

Campus was Regina Charley secondary school, changed to Teachers Training Collage Bori, 

Khana local government Area while the engineering campus was formerly Government 

Technical Collage Bori. The two campuses sited directly opposite were put together and 

called Kenule Beeson Saro-Wiwa Polytechnic formerly River State Polytechnic. The 

institution which began as Rivers State Polytechnic was established in 1988 by then Military 

administrator, Colonel Anthony Ukpo with the first Governing Council inaugurated on 13
th

 

May, 1988. The edit establishing the polytechnic was endorsed into law by another Military 

administrator, Group Captain Earnest Adeleye on the 25
th

 of May, 1989 and performed a 

foundation laying ceremony of the institution the following year on the 19
th

 May, 1990. The 

institution which awards both National Diploma (ND) and Higher National Diploma (HND) 

was initially established to training middle-level manpower in the areas of Business 

Management, Information Technology, and Applied Sciences etc. The name of the 

institutions was changed to Kenule Beeson Saro-Wiwa on Wednesdy, 29
th

 July, 2016 by His 

Excellency Chief Barrister Nyesom Ezebunwo Wike (Wikipedia, 2016)”. 

 

Ignatius Ajuru University of Education 
 

The Rivers Sate University of Education formally Ignatius Ajuru University of Education 

started in 1971 at the end of Nigeria civil war with her first site at Stella Maris College Port 

Harcourt as College of Education.  The institution was affiliated to university of Ibadan. The 

institution later relocated to Orominike in D-Line axis of Port Harcourt in 1972. Years later, 

the school was again moved to Rumuolomeni permanent site. Department of agriculture of 

the school was later moved to Ndele campus. In 2011, the name of the institution was 

changed Ignatius Ajuru University and later University of Education in 2016. This ended her 

affiliation with University of Ibadan.   
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School of Health Technology, Nursing, Midwifery and Public Health Nursing. 
 

In 1970, Rivers State School of Nursing was established with the specific objective of 

training nurses. In the same year, 1970 “School of Midwifery was also established. In 1974, 

School of Health Technology was established. Years later, in 1979 the “School of public 

Health Technology was established.” In 2001, Schools of Nursing, Midwifery and School of 

Public Heath, which began as separate entities were brought together under one umbrella as 

“School of Health Technology, Nursing, Midwifery and Public Health Nursing with the 

campuses sighted at Rumueme, Obio/Akpor Local Government Area. They are charged to 

offer in the health sector, middle level manpower for the state.  
 

Captain Elechi Amadi Polytechnic 
 

Port Harcourt Polytechnic now known as Elechi Amadi Polytechnic is an institution that 

began as “School of Basic Studies” in 1984 at Rumuola, Obio/Akpor Local Government Area 

through the endorsement of then Military Administrator “Fidelis Oyakhilome,” and fully 

became a tertiary institution in 1987.  Affiliation of the institution with other institutions of 

higher learning got the approvals of Universities of Ibadan and Ahamadu Bello, Zaria to 

ensure accreditation of her courses. Interim Joint Matriculation Board Examinations (IJMB) 

was offered by the institution to enable direct admissions for candidates. Restructuring if the 

institution in 1999 and 2006 granted her the permission by “National Board for Technical 

Education (NBTE)” to offer National Diploma (ND) Certificates and run Continues 

Education part-time programmes. In 2016, a bill was passed by the State House of Assembly, 

renaming the institution “Elechi Amadi Polytechnic.”    

 

Rivers State University 

It is an institution formerly known as College of Science and Technology established in 1972 

and located at Nkpolu-Oruworukwo in Port Harcourt City Local Government Area, Port 

Harcourt Rivers State. This institution was later renamed university of Science and 

Technology in 1980. A part from the core mandate of “undertaking the appropriate activities 

relating to institutions of higher learning, it is also under obligation to provide quality 

academic training of manpower in the areas of management, law marine, agriculture and 

other science courses. In 2016, the name Rivers State University of Science &Technology 

was changed to “Rivers State University.” A research branch of the institution’s department 

of agriculture is sited at Onne, Eleme Local Government Area. 
 
 

7. Empirical Review 

There are documented works from several authors have been documented on topics relating 

to “socio-economic impact of tertiary institutions on rural economy,” Oke, Oredipe & 

Komolafe, (2012): Jenyo, & Adebayo, (2013): Gary (2014): Nalere, Yago & Oriel, (2015) 

and others. Massquoi et al, (2011) worked on the “implication of tertiary institutions on 

agricultural development programmes on Sierra Leon” using inferential statistics of Pearson’s 

Chi-Square test.” Findings showed that there is a short supply of human, financial and 

material resources to teach practical agriculture in the institution therefore, impact on the 

community through agriculture was low. Corporate Social Responsibilities of Tertiary 

Educational Institutions to Host Communities in Delta State South Senatorial District” was 

studied by Igbinedion & Ovbiagele, (2012) using “Split-half method and Spearman Brown” 

to analyze obtained data. Result discovered existing understanding or agreement between the 

tertiary institution’s management and the host community on needed projects or intervention 

infrastructure. Synergy between host communities and tertiary institutions’ management was 

suggested.  
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A study conducted by Oke, et al. (2012) on “Socio-environmental impact of higher institution 

on host communities,” using descriptive approach, revealed a symbiotically existing 

relationship between Tai Solarin University and her Ijagun host community. The study 

stressed a distinct environmental change and mutual relationship between indigenes and the 

university community. Spearman’s Correlation Co-efficient was adopted in the analysis of 

data on a related work carried out by Jenyo & Adebayo, (2013) on “empirical study of the 

socio-economic impact of federal polytechnic in Offer community.” The study found that the 

federal polytechnic as impacted sufficiently in the development of the host community. 

Another work done by Gary, (2014), evaluated the “impact of rural university in local Oregon 

community, USA. The result showed infusion of students and visitors into the community 

and further revealed absence of shops and medical clinics which posed challenges for 

lecturers and students as university community faced the challenges of car repairs, delivery of 

mails, haircuts, medical checkups and others.  
 

Nalere, Yago & Oriel, (2015) in their research conducted in Uganda on the “contributions of 

rural institutions to rural development,” descriptively analyzed selected institutions and came 

up with findings which showed that development of non-urban neighborhoods must focus on 

agricultural, medical, educational industrial, housing and infrastructural improvements. 

Akinyode et al. (2015) adopted descriptive method in their study of “impact of tertiary 

institutions on house rent value in developing city.” Result showed that house rent increase 

was as a result of decision of landlords and short supply of houses in the area.   
 

8. Methodology  
 

This work is a survey work conducted in selected three tertiary institutions in Rivers State 

namely; Kenulle Polytechnic Bori, Rivers State University, Nkpolu Oro-worukwo, Port 

Harcourt and Elechi Amadi Polytechnic formerly Port Harcourt Polytechnic. The reason is to 

draw a comparative analysis on socio-economic activities and corporate social 

responsibilities of the institutions to their host communities.  This research work shall adopt a 

survey design using multistage stratified random sampling technique in the selection of 

sample size. Our sample population shall be staffs of the three selected tertiary institutions 

and all the population carrying out business within the institutions’ environment.  
 

 The paper adopted but modified the work of Ehinmowo & Eludoyin (2010) to enable it 

achive its objectives. Primary data generated from well-structured and pre-tested 

questionnaires used while textbooks, journal articles, and internet sources provide us with 

information for more literature. In-depth interviews, focused group discussion and camera 

pictures aided our observations.  

Descriptive statistics of tables, frequencies, percentages and multiples regression model shall 

be adopted in the data analysis. First, the Cobb-Douglas Production Function adopted and 

fitted into the regression model becomes. Finally, factor analysis was used to test the 

hypotheses. 

Y = f(Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4, Q5, Q6, Q7, Q8, Q9, Q10, Q11, Q12, Q13,Q14, ………..Q20, U . . . . . . . .(1) 

Where,  

Y = Small Scale Communication Entrepreneur 

Q1 = Radio & Television Repairing 

Q2 = Cybercafé Services 

Q3 = Laptop repair Services 

Q4 = Sale of Mobile Phone Accessories 

Q5 = Phone Repairing 

Q6 = Security, Cable TV installation 
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Q7 = Music Transfer/MP3 

Q8 = Software Installation Services 

Q9 = Web site design/Programme development  

Q10 = Intercom installations  

Q11 = Musical Studio DJ 

Q12 = Video coverage  

Q13 = Photography 

Q14 = Telecom Mast Installation 

Q15 = Portrait/Artistic work 

Q16 = Printing & Publication 

Q17 = Newspaper Vendor 

Q18 = DSTV, Gotv & StarTimes decoder vendor 

Q19 = Video CD Rental  

Q20 = Recharge Card Printing & Sales     

U = Error term 
 

Decomposing the implicit form of the regression model (equation 1), the explicit form 

becomes;  

 

(i) Linear form; 

 

                  Y = b0b1Q1 + b2Q2 + b3Q3 + b4Q4 + b5Q5 + b6Q6 + b7Q7 + b8Q8 + b9Q9 + b10Q10 

+  

                         b11Q11 + b12Q12 +b13 Q13 + b14Q14 + b15Q15 + b16Q16 + b17Q18 + b19Q19 + 

                         b20Q20 + U . . . . . . . (2) 

 

(ii) Semi-log form;  

 

Y = b0 + b1logQ1 + b2logQ2 + b3logQ3 + b4logQ4 + b5log Q5 + b6log Q6 + b7log 

                         Q7 + b8logQ8 +b9logQ9 + b10log Q10 + b11logQ11 + b12logQ12 + b13logQ13 + 

                         b14logQ14 + b15logQ15 + b16logQ16 + b17logQ17 + b18logQ18 + b19logQ19 +      

   b20logQ20 + U …… (3) 

 

(iii) Double log form; 

logY = b0 + b1logQ1 + b2logQ2 + b3logQ3 + b4logQ4 + b5logQ5 + b6logQ6 + b7logQ7 +  

                       b8logQ8 + b9log Q9 + b10logQ10 + b11logQ11 + b12logQ12 + b13logQ13 + 

                       b14logQ14 + b15logQ15 + b16logQ16 + b17logQ17 + b18logQ18 + b19logQ19 + 

                       b20logQ20 + U …… (4) 

Where; 

 

b0 = Constant 

b1 – b20 = estimated coefficients  

Q1 – Q20 = as defined in equation (1)  

 

Expected Outcomes 

The results are expected to identify the socio-economic characteristics of the host indigenes. 

Responses to social corporate responsibilities by the institutions shall also be revealed. 

Comparative relationship of socio-economic activities attracted to the area by the institutions 

shall also be discovered. 
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Data Analysis and Discussion 
 

Analytical Procedure 

As a survey study, socio-economic characteristics of the respondents such as age, gender, 

educational level/qualification etc were addressed in the analysis.  The structured 

questionnaires were administered in the four state tertiary institutions in Rivers State; 

University of Education, “School of Health Technology, Nursing, Midwifery and Public 

Health Nursing, Kenule Beeson Saro-Wiwa Polytechnic, Rivers State University and Captain 

Elechi Amadi Polytechnic. Correctly filled questionnaires were retrieved collated, sorted and 

coded into the system using SPSS software. The procedure is as shown below; 

 

Table2. Age Characteristics of Respondents (n = 300) 
 

Descriptions  Frequency Percentage (%) 

15 – 18 52 17.3 

19 – 25 79 26.3 

26 – 30 83 27.7 

31 – 40 67 22.3 

41      above 19 6.3 

            Total =  300 100 
Source: Computed from Field Data, 2021 

 

Age demographic characteristics of respondents revealed that greater number of people 

within a range of age bracket is found within those ages 26 to 30 years of age, showing 83, 

representing 27.7 per cent. This age bracket is followed by those within ages 19 to 25 years, 

showing 79 respondents, representing 26.3. Those within the adolescent age were 52 and 

within 15 to 18 years and representing 17.3 per cent. The least were 19 and those as old as 41 

and above and were found to represent 6.3 per cents.    

 

Table 3. Gender Characteristics of Respondents 
 

Descriptions Frequency (N = 300) Percentage (%) 

Male 176 58.7 

Female 124 41.3 

        Total =  300 100 
Source: Computed from Field Data, 2021 

 

Gender characteristics established the number and male and female interviewed. It was found 

that greater number of 176 were male while 124 where female representing 58.7 and 41.3 per 

cents respectively. It further revealed that the sample size tilted in favor of the male perhaps 

because they are more involved in the activities of fending for their families.    
 

Table 4. Educational Level of Respondents 

 

Descriptions  Frequency (N = 300) Percentage (%) 

Informal Education 23 7.7 

Primary Education 85 28.3 

Secondary Education 64 21.3 

First Degree (B. Sc.) 97 23.3 

Second Degree and Above 31 10.3 

                               Total = 300 100 
Source: Computed from Field Data, 2021 
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The educational level of respondents had 23 informal respondents with 7.7 per cents. Those 

that were able to attain primary education showed 85 as second category with 28.3 per cents. 

The highest of the respondents 97 were with B.Sc. (First Degree) and 23.3. Those with 

second degree and above were the least with 31 respondents representing 10.3 per cents. 

Secondary education respondents were 64 and 21.3 per cents.  

 

Table. 5. Selected Economic Characteristics of Respondents 
 

Descriptions  Frequency (N300) Percentage (%) 

Bookshops  28 9.3 

Keke Driving  18 6.0 

Barbing Saloon 32 10.7 

Printer Maintenance/Servicing 23 7.7 

Business Centre Operator 22 7.3 

Academic Programs 38 12.7 

Shoe Menders  15 5.0 

Land/house agency services 13 4.3 

Fast-food shops 27 9.0 

Computer Maintenance/Repairers  18 6.0 

Cyber Café Operators 25 8.3 

Cloth Menders (Obioma) 21 7.0 

Housing/Property Development 20 6.7 

                                 Total =  300 100 

Source: Computed Field Data, 2021 
 

On the economic characteristics, several economic activities were selected, sample and 

analyzed. Result revealed that very interesting activities were being operated within and 

outside the tertiary institutions’ campus. Economic activities such as bookshops, keke 

(tricycle) driving, barbing saloon, printer maintenance/Servicing, business (photo copying) 

centre operators and academic programmes. Other selected activities include; shoe menders, 

Fast-food shops, computer maintenance/Repairers, cyber café operators, cloth menders 

(Obioma) and Housing/Property (estate development) land and house agency services. 

Analysis showed that higher numbers of economic activities found in the tertiary 

institution/campus are bookshops, barbing saloon and academic program with 28, 32 and 38 

representing 9.3, 10.7 and 12.7 per cents respectively. Other more interesting economic 

activities are printer maintenance/Servicing, 23, cyber café operators 25 and land/house 

agency services, 13 respondents. They all reflected 7.7, 4.3 and 8.3 per cents respectively. 

Fast food shops and computer maintenance were 27 and 18 respondents reflecting 9.0 and 6.0 

per cents respectively.  

 

Table 7. Results of the spearman ranking correlation technique performed on some variables 

in the study. 

 

Dependent Variable n X SD df t-cal t-crit p-value 

Educational.  Opportunities 93 51.7 6.81  

261 

 

-5.55 

 

1.850 

 

⃰ 0.00 Socio-Economic 

Opportunities 

76 57.3 7.16 

Property Dev. 77 51.7 6.81  

314 

 

12.70 

 

1.850 

     ⃰ 0.00 

Cost of land & Rent 54 41.5 7.14 

Source; Computed Data using SPSS version 20, 2021. Significant level: p <0.05 
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Explaining the analysis result in table 7, showed that opportunity of obtaining educational 

qualification had a higher mean of x= 51.7 than cost of land and rent with 10.5. It further 

revealed that socio-economic activities existing in the tertiary institutions were x = 57.3. This 

is a very significant opportunity. For property development in the host communities, analysis 

found mean of x = 51.7 showing s significant improvement in rural development as this 

would attract network of roads, increased income and more small scale businesses will spring 

up to boost the rural economy. 

 

There was a mean difference on 262 for both educational opportunities and socio-economic 

opportunities while property development and cost of both land and rent had 314 indicating a 

difference of 53 in favor of property development and cost of land and rent respectively.   

 

Comparing educational opportunities and socio-economic opportunities, there is a mean 

difference of 0.35 when comparing the standard deviations results of 6.81 and 7.16 for 

education and socio-economic opportunities respectively. With the mean difference of 53 it 

means s significant relationship. In the same vein, (t-cal. = -5.55; t-crit. = 1.850; df = 361; p 

<0.05. therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected and the alternate of there is significant 

difference in educational opportunities and socio-economic are accepted.  

 

For property development and cost of land and rent revealed a mean of 51.7 and 41.5 for 

property development and cost of land and rent   respectively showing standard deviation of 

6.81 and 7.14 with a mean difference of 314; p <0.05. We again reject the null hypotheses of 

not significant and accept that there are significant differences in property development and 

cost of land and rent.  
 

Growth of Start-ups attracted by the presence of the institutions is limited by factors such as; 

(i) Lack of Capital  

Several people have the intention to venture into self-employed business enterprises but do 

not have the required capital to start. Worse still is their inability to secure credit from both 

banks and private individuals. This has brought lots of set-backs from small scale enterprises 

springing up in many areas of businesses. 

 

(ii) Registration 

The process of registering a business in Nigeria is cumbersome and stressful. Many intending 

businessmen do not have the stamina to go through the rigorous process of registering 

businesses that are done in stages. Most times consultants and middlemen pose and increase 

the amounts payable as registration fees.    

 

(iii) Taxes and Levies 

Taxation is what sometimes tilts away people passion to go into certain businesses. In Nigeria 

business enterprises pay multiple taxes to both state and local government. The worse is the 

multiple taxes and levies that are collected by the local government. Such revenue drive is 

discouraging and inimical to business growth and cancels the passion for people to venture 

into businesses.     

 

(iv) Government Policies 

Policies of the government are major drivers for business growth. When state and local 

government policies favor business venture such as reduction or outright removal of certain 
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taxes and levies, it encourages business growth and more areas of businesses to provide 

services to the people will be ventured into. 

(v) Lack of Business Ideas 

 

Many people are driven into businesses because of the huge profits they hear that is made out 

of such business and not that they have idea of it. This brings to bear; lack of idea about some 

businesses that are short lived due to inability of the operators to properly manage such 

business. It is important to have a fair knowledge of any particular business one wants to 

venture into before starting such a business.  

 

Conclusion 

 

Tertiary institutions location has become so development oriented and endeared many youths 

to venture into one economic activity or the other. Several economic activities arose as a 

result of development of the host communities such as house agency, barbing saloons etc.  

The paper discovered that there is significant improvement in rural development of host 

communities. There have been massive redevelopment of network of roads, increased income 

and more small scale businesses will spring up to boost the rural economy. Result revealed 

increase in rural development in favor of property development and cost of land and rent 

respectively. There is significant mean difference in educational and socio-economic 

opportunities. There is a change in fashion as boutique and fashion shops increased.  There is 

significant difference in property development and cost of land and rent.  
 

Recommendations  

In the interim, the paper suggested that for effective control of expanding development in 

tertiary institutions host communities in Rivers State, certain recommendations should be 

adhered to. These recommendations are not limited to the following;  

 

(i) The costs of rent within and around the host communities should be harmonized 

to reduce the cost bearing effects on parents of students leaving off campus. 

 

(ii) Small scale businesses within the campus should be fairly charged to encourage 

income growth and expansion of businesses. Communities should ensure that the 

prices of land are reduced to attract more estate and property developers.  

 

(iii) The security architecture in campuses should be revitalized to ensure peaceful and 

conducive learning environment. 
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