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ABSTRACT 

Access to new markets, diverse talents, different cultures and the spread of technology and 

innovation are some of the benefits of globalisation. Hence, organisations are adopting this 

novel trend to better their lot and enhance their chances of survival and growth. This study 

examines the impact of globalisation on technology in Nigeria. This scoping reviewed the 

different perspectives of globalisation as well as the types of technology available. It further 

x-rays the implication of both within the Nigerian context. It was concluded that globalisation 

leads to rapid economic growth in Nigeria, and it has been beneficial to both the private and 

public sectors of the economy. It allowed the government of Nigeria, to stimulate moribund 

sectors of their economy and this was done through foreign trades and investments, whilst 

they were able to promote the export of raw materials, which are usually in abundance. 

Hence, the recommendations are as follows: In view of the discoveries above, policy makers 

in Nigeria are advised to formulate polices that would boost globalisation, so that the 

economy will thrive. The government is also expected to enact laws and sign into 

international conventions and protocols that promote globalisation. This is because the 

positives associated with globalisation far outweigh the negatives. 
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Introduction 

The term Globalisation can be explained as the unhindered movement of people, goods, and 

services across the world’s borders in a seamless and integrated manner. It emanated from the 

deliberate decisions of the nations of the world to open their economics to each other and 

undertake in parallel trade amongst themselves. This phenomenon has affected all aspect of 

our endeavours. Globalisation and technology is gradually integrating the economies of the 

world, especially with the advent of mobile phones, internet and social media the world is 

now closer than ever. The world is developing truly into a global village, employees now 

effectively work from any part of the world with the aid of internet connection, organisations 

are able to move jobs for their shores to other locations with ease. The achievements made in 

transportation technology are also another driver of globalisation, as people and goods can 

now quickly change locations. Interestingly one can authoritatively assert that globalisation 

was propelled by the enormous technological advancement and innovation the world 

witnessed as a direct result of the industrial revolution that followed after and the first and 

second world wars. 

The world is presently benefitting from the ease in transportation, because moving goods and 

services from one nation to another is now frequent and steady, the previously placed trade 

limitations are slowly vanishing, foreign investors now have access to the local and domestic 

markets, the level of information and communications technology has vastly improved. The 

developed nations are now eager to freely share their highly sophisticated and advanced 

technology with nations that are in need of these technologies. Globalisation has brought 

about the relaxation of visa rules and travel procedure worldwide, thus allowing skillful 

personnel to freely move to areas where their skills are required, in so doing solving the 

problem of skills shortage, and also the simplification of shipping protocols amongst 

economies that are dependent on each other for trade. This has made it easy for raw materials 

and natural resources to be exported from countries like Nigeria, Ghana, Malaysia, Saudi 

Arabia and Indonesia to industrialized countries like; the USA, Japan, China and European 

nations for the production of finished goods that would be later shipped to less industrialized 

countries like Nigeria.   

Globalisation 

The word Globalisation stems from the word globalize, which denotes the advent of an 

international network of economic systems (Online Etymology Dictionary, 2012).Theodore 

Levitt is credited with popularizing the term globalisation in the 1980’s (Feder, 2006). 

According to Anthony Gidden: “Globalisation can therefore be  defined  as  the  

intensification  of  worldwide  social  relations  which  link  distant localities  in  such  a  way  

that  local  activities  are  shaped  by  events  occurring  many miles  away  and  vice  versa” 

(Giddens, 1991). Globalisation, can be described as a multidimensional phenomenon and it is 

typically viewed by many scholars as a form of capitalist expansion, which involves the 

process of merging local and national economies into a global unregulated market economy. 

(Guttal, 2007) 

Najam, Runnalls and Halle (2007)  noted that globalisation is the process of 

internationalization, liberalization, universalization and westernization of the world. 

Globalisation has spearheaded a balancing effect on world economies, simply because it 

supports the distribution of the world’s wealth, thus reducing poverty and gross under 

development. Also, the migration of skillful personnel from one location to the other has also 
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been beneficial, because of the immense transfer of technical expertise.  Globalisation was 

intended to promote an increase in international trade, by this means causing an improvement 

in the status of various underdeveloped countries, this is made possible through the enabling 

conditions, created to allow these nations showcase their goods and services in the global 

market. Presently in the world today, the number of nations dependent on trade, foreign 

capital, and the world financial markets has increased consistently. This is because nations 

are eagerly interested in the comparative advantage, international trade and financing 

provides.  

The Ricardian trade theory developed by David Ricardo forecasted that specialisation in the 

production of labor and capital intensive goods would reduce the huge wage disparities 

between the poor and rich nations, thus making it possible for developing and developed 

nations to thrive in a prosperous global world and importantly help developed nations to 

solve the problem of labor immigration (Piasecki & Wolnicki, 2004). An American 

journalist, Thomas Friedman posited that globalisation is a uniting factor, which brings 

people of different economic and social class together, solving the problem of inequality 

amongst the poor and the wealthy, without destroying their inherent cultures(Friedman, 

2005). Supporters of  Globalisation believes that it can avert conflicts, because conflicts 

diminishes opportunities and it is bad for business, economic growth and stability 

(Fukuyama, 1989). According to a World Bank report, that was released in (2000) “Poverty 

in the eye of Globalisation”. This report showed that poverty in India and Indonesia was 

drastically reduced by half, due to Globalisation. This same report also indicated that citizens 

of poorer nations now live comfortably, in better conditions and are enjoying a longer life 

expectance because of the positive effect of globalisation. These improvements were 

attributed to better earnings of the workforce. 

Perspectives on Globalisation 

Ideally, globalisation was envisioned to increase the status of a country, but still it has been 

deeply disparaged by numerous researchers, notably is philosopher and author Avram Noam 

Chomsky, who postulated that globalization only favours the rich, according to him, it 

enhances their wealth by keeping them richer at the expense of the poor, who are perpetually 

positioned to remain in poverty. To him globalization makes people poorer. 

A good example is offshore outsourcing, which is a form of globalisation; an entrepreneur 

moves the manufacturing of a product to another country where labour is very cheap, 

whereas the entrepreneur maximizes profits, his fellow countrymen remain largely 

unemployed and poor because all available jobs have been outsourced to an overseas country. 

Another demerit of globalisation is that, it makes the growth of indigenous organisations 

stagnate and ultimately leads to their demise.  Indigenous firms have always found it difficult 

to contend with their opulent foreign counterparts, due to the fact that they do not have the 

financial capabilities and technological expertise that is available to the foreign orgainsations, 

so when faced with the same exact circumstances as foreign firms, their failure is inevitable. 

These views explain why indigenous firms are often acquired by their foreign counterparts. 

Globalisation has been blamed as a leading cause of unemployment in developed nations, but 

it is the opposite in developing nations because employment opportunities are opening up in 

developing nations due to globalisation. Therefore the challenge is that, globalisation is 

providing jobs in some countries and at the same time it is reducing employment 

opportunities in other climes. The increased in global economic integration and migration 

have occasioned a high level competitiveness amongst countries and business enterprise, thus 
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forcing manufacturers to devise cost cutting measures, propelled  towards enhancing 

efficiency and productivity (Kiggundu, 2002).Recently governments and citizens of various 

nations are now wary of globalisation and this is evident in the recent actions taken by 

government world over. A good example of citizens and government resentment towards 

globalisation is the “Brexit” which is a fusion of "British" and "exit" meaning the pulling out 

of the United Kingdom (UK) from the European Union (EU).  

Brexit was an outcome of 23 June 2016 referendum, where 51.9% of the United Kingdom 

citizens voted to leave the European Union. The government of the United Kingdom 

officially proclaimed their withdrawal in March 2017, initiating a two-year process that 

would ensure the United Kingdom fully withdraws from the European Union by 29 March 

2019. After numerous and prolonged trade deals negotiations between the United Kingdom 

and the European Union, the United Kingdom officially left the European Union on the 31 

January 2020 ending the 47 years of United Kingdom’s membership of the Union. Another 

instance is the 14 October 2019, unilateral closure of Nigerian land borders with their closest 

West African neighbours, Benin and Niger respectively. Also, Anti-globalisation and 

nationalization views were at his peak in United States during the reigns of President Donald 

Trump, from 20 January 2017 to 20 January 2021. 

President Trump demonstrated a great resentment for globalisation and this was evident in his 

trade policies. He was a strong advocate of protectionism, this resulted in constant trade wars 

between the United States of America and China and as a result huge tariffs were introduced 

on goods coming from China. Surprisingly close neighbours, Mexico and Canada were also 

not spared in Trump’s trade skirmishes. Throughout his tenure as president of the United 

States, he sustained his inclination towards renegotiation of most of the trade agreements the 

United States entered into previously with various world’s trading blocs, because in his 

opinion, the United States was being exploited. He repeatedly lamented the loss of American 

jobs to bordering Mexico and far away China.  

All these examples accentuated here, are against the principle of globalisation, which is the 

free movement of people, goods and services across different nations. The concern therefore 

is that in spite of these enormous advantages of globalisation, it is gradually losing his appeal 

because of the recent happens around the world, especially with the recent anti-globalisation 

happenings in the United Kingdom, United States and Nigeria. However, all hope is not lost 

as China, Japan and China have demonstrated their willing to carry on with the concept of 

globalisation, this is obvious with the recent hosting of African summits, by each of these 

countries and their continuous resolve to increase investments and granting loans to Africa 

countries to improve their infrastructure. The level of China’s direct foreign investments in 

Nigeria and the loans given to the Nigerian government points to China’s commitment to 

globalisation. According to information obtained for the Nigerian, Debt Management office 

(DMO) shows that, as at 3l March 2020, the total borrowing of Nigeria from China is $3.121 

billion. Just like in the case of Nigeria, the majority of these loans from china to African 

nations are strictly meant for the revamping of their transportation infrastructure (Airports 

and Railway networks) as discovered in Ethiopia, Zambia and Kenya. These contracts are 

usually handled by Chinese construction companies, the technology and personnel deplored 

are also Chinese. In this manner the Chinese continues to create an inter dependency between 

themselves and African nations, which is the whole essence of globalisation. Furthermore, 

this offer the Chinese a veritable opportunity to create an avenue to propagate their 

technology, create wealth for Chinese owned firms and their citizens.   
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Technology 

The term technology was not a popular English word before the 20
th

 century, and it was 

featured in conversations attempting to explain the study of arts that are beneficial, what is 

termed useful arts.(Crabb, 1823) or to denote technical education, as it was described in the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology chartered in 1861 (Stratton, Mannix, & Mannix, 2005) 

Another approach to understanding technology is the definition given in the text entitled 

“Society and Technological Change” (Volti, 2009). Where technology was defined as “a 

system created by humans that uses knowledge and organisation to produce objects and 

techniques for the attainment of specific goals” (Volti 2009). 

Technology is the skillful application of scientific knowledge, planned towards helping, 

solving and discovering lasting solutions to the numerous problems faced by humans. It has 

to do with the utilisation of little resources, for the production of effective and efficient 

goods. When technology is properly deplored, it saves valuable time and resources. 

Types of Technology  

1. Agricultural Bio-Technology. 

Agricultural biotechnology is the process of using advance scientific tools and techniques for 

the modification of animals, micro organisms and plants. This is done so that, desirable traits 

can be transferred from one specie to another. This form of technology has made it possible 

for crops that could only be cultivated in one region of the world, to now be cultivated 

successfully in other regions as well. The nurturing of improved varieties of crops and 

animals that are resistant to pest and diseases have increased food sufficiency. 

2. Energy and Power Technology. 

These forms of technology are achieved when interrelated engineering and science resources 

are combined with the aim of creating an adept, harmless, ecologically friendly source of 

power. It involves the conversion, transportation, storage and use of energy towards solving 

targeted human needs. Basic electricity which is used in our homes or production factories 

are derived through this means. These are the known forms of energy and power technology; 

Renewable energy, Solar power, Wind power, Geothermal and Hydropower Bioenergy. 

3. Construction Technology. 

Construction technology is the technology used for the building of both residential and 

industrial structures. The skills, equipment and materials applied in the designing and 

creation processes is what is referred to as construction technology. The Industry Institute 

defines construction technology as "the collection of innovative tools, machinery, 

modifications, software, etc. used during the construction phase of a project that enables 

advancement in field construction methods, including semi-automated and automated 

construction equipment" (Kendell, 2020). Construction Technology therefore entails the 

usage of scientific tools and processes that are well adapted during a building development. 

The whole purpose of construction technology is to help push for safety and efficiency. 

4. Manufacturing Technology. 

Manufacturing technology employs innovative biological, chemical and mechanical 

engineering tools and machineries, for the industrial production of goods. This process 
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basically transform raw materials to finished goods. This technology starts with the selection 

of raw materials, design, development implementation, operation and management of 

manufacturing system. 

 

5. Transportation Technology. 

Transportation Technology is the application of science and engineering, towards the 

development and creation of innovative machines required for the seamless movement of 

goods and persons from one location to another. These are the known examples of 

Transportation technology; Airways, Road, Maritime, Rail and Pipeline. 

6. Medical Technology. 

Medical technology is a combination of science and engineering technology applied for the 

betterment of human healthcare. These are innovative tools and equipment used for the 

performers of therapeutic or diagnostic actions on human beings. Any form of technology 

that is used for safeguarding of lives or transforming the health of individuals, suffering from 

various ailments and conditions can be classified as medical technology. Medical technology 

can be deplored for these purposes, diagnosing, monitoring, management and treating 

virtually every disease or condition that affects humans. 

7. Information and Communications Technology 

These are a combination of technologies that support the unification of our communication 

and integration of our telecommunication systems. These comprises of the internet, cell 

phone, wireless networks, computers, software, social networking and video conferencing 

(Murray, 2011). Information and communications technology enable us to communicate 

through our telephone lines and wireless signals. We are also able to access, store, and 

transmit large data, both audio and audiovisual. 

Technology and Globalisation 

All forms of technology have had a great impact on globalisation, particularly transportation 

and Information and Communication Technology. According to (Bin Zaini, 2018) 

Globalisation is the pattern of growing collaboration between individuals on a worldwide 

scale, induced by the improvements in transportation and communication technology, and 

that globalisation began with technologies like the telegraph and steamships of the mid-1800. 

Thomas Friedman a global advocate of globalisation argued in his book “the world is flat” 

that Globalisation is happening briskly because of the “flattening of the world”. His assertion 

is that with the arrival of information technology and seamless communications, any country 

in the world that has a reservoir of educated workforces can aspire to jump on to the 

Globalisation movement and benefit from the removal of entry barriers (Friedman, 2005). He 

maintained that countries like India have positively leveraged on the power of Information 

and communications technology to leapfrog the intermediate stage of manufacturing. 

Technological spread around the world has really strengthened globalisation, because when 

you consider the rapid technological advancement taking place in the emerging markets of 

China, Taiwan, India, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Indonesia, South Korea, Thailand, 

Mexico, Argentina, Brazil, Russia, Poland, Turkey, Egypt, and South Africa you will realise 

that technology has facilitated innovations, which in turn has enhanced productivity and 

subsequently provided an increase in wages and a general improvement in the living standard 
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of the people. Since technological development does not happen universally at the same time. 

It is vital to allow an unhindered spread of technology to other nations, so that the world can 

attain a global simultaneously growth. Undeniably the United States, France, Germany, 

United Kingdom and Japan manufactured 75% of the patented technological innovations 

worldwide before the 2000’s but today the rapid spread of technology, enabled by 

globalisation has made it possible for the BRICS nations, comprising of Brazil, Russia, India, 

China and South Africa to attain giant strides in manufacturing technological innovations and 

they are fast catching up with the group of industrialized nations.  

The advent of internet, which was quickly followed with the offshoot of social media has 

greatly expanded and forced globalisation on the entire world. Today because of swift 

internet connectivity, the whole world is effortlessly linked with just a click on computer or a 

mobile device. There are no longer visible barriers and truly the entire world has certainly 

become a global village as envisioned by the early advocates of globalisation.  

Presently, businesses are transacted worldwide without people physically leaving their 

locations, ideas are now spreading quicker and efficiently without any hindrance. The internet 

has helped to build a vast network of interconnectivity worldwide, financial and commodity 

markets and educational institutions are all subscribing to various networks in other to access 

and shares relevant information impeccably. People can now work remotely from any part of 

the world they choose to reside in, without worrying about relocation and long distance 

travels.  

Globalisation and Technology in Nigeria: The Implications 

The synergy between globalisation and technology has fashioned, a merited efficiency in the 

performance of organisations in Nigeria. It has made it possible for managers in Nigeria to 

hire skillful and knowledgeable personnel from around the world, to adequately fill areas 

where there are gaps in the local labour market supply. Workers can now work remotely from 

any part of the world they choose to reside in, without worrying about relocation and long 

distance travels. There is a visible decline in the encumbrances associated in capital sourcing 

and financing from foreign institutions and capital markets. Government and Local 

Corporations in Nigeria have listed their stocks and bonds in foreign stock markets. All these 

were made easy by the integration of the global financial markets and systems due to 

globalisation. Managers in Nigeria have adequately bolstered their organization productivity 

by the heavy investment in Information and Communications Technology, this is remarkably 

noticed in the value-added performance in areas that are previously stagnant, and it has eased 

communications and reduced the costs of transactions and likewise enabled more extensive 

networking and co-operation among firms. Embracing globalisation, which is fueled by 

technology will assure a stable and positive growth in corporate Nigeria. Although, managers 

of indigenous firms will be faced with intense challenges, occasioned by rapid changes 

introduced by diverse culture. They are to ensure their workforce are willing to embrace 

diversity and help them handle the cultural shock that globalization conveys. Therefore for 

managers to succeed in this era of globalisation, they must learn how to adequately deplore 

change and diversity management skills and techniques.  

Conclusion 

Essentially it was discovered that globalisation leads to rapid economic growth in Nigeria, 

and it has been beneficial to both the private and public sectors of the economy. It allowed 

the government of Nigeria to stimulate moribund sectors of their economy and this was done 
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through foreign trades and investments, whilst they were able to promote the export of raw 

materials, which are usually in abundance.  The situation created a win-win situation for all 

parties. This same situation was found to be prevalent in African, particularly with the 

renewed Africa –China relations. Which has seen China becoming Africa’s preferred lender. 

China has notably lent billions of Dollars to African countries like Ethiopia, Nigeria Kenya 

and Djibouti to revamp and build standard gauge railway line. In Nigeria dozens of Airports 

terminals are being modernized and majority of these contracts are funded by loans from 

China, while the contractors are often Chinese companies. In the same vein, China is heavily 

increasing its mining activities in Zambia, Tanzania and Mozambique. No doubt 

globalisation has eradicated barriers, thus allowing the free flow of capital, technology, 

skilled workforces, improved and highly affordable goods and services.  

Summarily, the major benefits of globalization are highlighted below: 

1. Globalisation has provided access to diverse cultures. Thus promoting a peaceful 

coexistence in the world. Nations look beyond their differences and work together for 

the common good of their citizens. This has greatly reduced conflicts around the 

globe. 

2. Resulting from globalisation, citizens of developing nations have been provided with 

access to quality and high paying work, due to outsourcing of work from 

technologically advanced nations.  Though on the flipside this has also been blamed 

for unemployment in the development in the wealthier countries. 

3. Globalisation has removed limitations and bottlenecks, thereby providing unhindered 

access to resources and new markets. Through trade nations are now able to exchange 

value for resources that are lacking.   

4. Though debatable, globalisation has reduced migration because it has provided 

improved standards of living across the world.  

There are also some notable drawbacks attributed to globalisation. Some of which are: 

1. The issues of environmental problems, particularly global warming resulting from 

excessive greenhouse gas emission, deforestation and loses of biodiversity through 

mining and excessive industrial development.  

2. The issues of dissatisfaction from unfavourable trades and exploitation, which has led 

to the election of protectionist government in parts of the world.  

3. The recent increase in occasions of racism and xenophobia, an example is the 

September 2020 South Africa xenophobic attacks against Nigerians, Zimbabweans 

and other black Africans. 

 

Recommendations 

In view of the discoveries above, policy makers in Nigeria are advised to formulate 

polices that would encourage globalisation, so that the economy will thrive.  

The government should enact and sign into international conventions and protocols that 

promote globalisation. This is because the positives associated with globalisation far 

outweigh the negatives. 
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