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ABSTRACT 

This paper investigated the Impact of Insurgency on Socio-economic Status and 

Unemployment in Borno State, Nigeria. The population target comprised the population 

Projected of 27 Local Government Area of Borno State numbered 5,860,200 (NPC, 2021). A 

Simple Random Sampling Technique was used to select 6 Local Government Areas. 

Purposive Sampling Techniques were used in picking 64 respondents. 384 respondents were 

used as the Sampling Frame.  Questionnaire was used as an instrument for data collection. 

Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics i.e. percentage and frequent. The finding of 

the study revealed that 347 (90.9%) agreed that there is negative impact of insurgency on 

socio economic status and unemployment rate. The study recommended that the government 

should address the major root cause of insurgency i.e. deprivation, high level of poverty, 

efforts should be made to provide basic need for people by reducing the high level of 

unemployment especially among the youth. The study also could serve as a document and a 

guide to policy maker’s formulation on how to provide insurgency and unemployment 

solution in Maiduguri, Northern Nigeria and Nigeria in general, in addition to that, the 

research could provide some vital information on insurgency and unemployment in the study 

area. The research if published will be significant to provide a way out for insurgency and 

unemployment in Nigeria.   
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Background to the Study  

A person is regarded as employed if he/she is engaged in the production of goods and 

services, thereby contributing to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in a legitimate manner, 

which is a component of the national accounts and receives any form or amount of 

compensation for that activity. Any of these can cause fluctuations in the economically active 

and labour force population at any given time. There is no universal standard definition of 

unemployment as various countries adopt definitions to suit their local priorities. However, 

all countries however use the International Labour Organization's definition, or a variant of it 

to compute unemployment. The International Labour Organization's definition covers persons 

aged 15–64 who during the reference period (which is usually the week preceding the time 

the survey is administered) were available for work, actively seeking work, but were unable 

to find work. The Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics, like most countries in the world, 

uses a variant of the ILO definition such that the unemployment is the proportion of those in 

the labour force (not in the entire economic active population, nor the entire Nigerian 

population) who were actively looking for work but could not find work for at least 20 hours 

during the reference period to the total currently active (labour force) population. 

Accordingly, you are unemployed if you did absolutely nothing at all or did something but 

for less than 20 hours during the reference week. Underemployment however occurs if you 

work less than full time hour, which is 40 hours, but work at least 20 hours on average a 

week and /or if you work full time but are engaged in an activity that underutilizes your 

skills, time and educational qualifications. Consequently, rural farmers only farming 

seasonally will be considered underemployed if they only work on their farms during the 

planting and harvests period and do nothing in between. If farmers are however working in 

dry and wet seasons as is increasingly becoming the case, they will then be involved in full 

time employment. This applies to drivers, cooks, cleaners, bankers, teachers etc who in most 

case work well over 40 hours and hence are considered full time employed as their working 

hours and skills meet the adopted methodology. It is important to note that the international 

definition of unemployment, underemployment or employment is not a function of the 

quantity/suitability of wages earned nor it is a function of job satisfaction. Rather 

employment, underemployment and unemployment are treated strictly as a function of a 

person’s involvement or otherwise in economic activity even if that activity is performed 

solely to make ends meet and not for satisfaction or enjoyment. The suitability of wages or 

job fulfillment is covered under other indices such as the living standard, poverty rate or 

happiness index, but not in determining whether one is employed, unemployed or 

underemployed, which is a function of economic engagement (NBS, 2020). 

 

Notably, the 20
th

 century was dominated by the legacy of devastating global wars, colonial 

struggles, and ideological conflicts as well as efforts to international systems that would 

foster global peace and prosperity. Yet, insecurity, corruption, insurgency, not only remain, 

they have become the primary development challenges of the 21th century. In particular, new 

threats such as organized crime, trafficking, civil unrest and terrorist have supplemented 

continued pre – occupation with conventional war between and within countries. In other 

words, to stability arising from international organized crime and global economic stability, 

to manage and resolve violent conflicts through peaceful negotiations and diplomacy. Yet 

events over the next decade proved this optimist premature, nowhere more so than in Africa. 

Thus, from the 1990s legitimate government authorities and the institutional frameworks 

upon which these governments rest and receive legitimacy in the international system has 

become increasingly challenged by non – state actors and criminal gangs operating under 

different nomenclatures, Mali and Libyan in central Sahara, Boko-Haram in the west coast of 

Africa, from the newly birthed republic of south Sudan, to the Central Africa. This 
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established the fact that Spread of Small Arms and light Weapons (SALW) and the resulting 

armed conflicts it generates undermine good government which determines to a large extent 

development initiative in Africa more than in any other continent (Garcia, 2009). Even 

though state actors are as guilty as non state action in their  arbitrary use of licit and illicit 

(SALW)  especially in Africa, the thrust of our presentation will be focused and sustainably 

driven purely discussing the negative influence of illicit small and light weapons and their 

impacts on livelihoods, social relations,  economy, international relations, national regional 

peace and security. Irrespective of the source of arm whether licit or illicit arms do not 

portend anything positive in continental and national histories especially for a continental 

grappling with the negative index of extremely entrenched incidence of poverty, 

unemployment, insurgency, widening gap in standard of living, lower incomes, consumption, 

capacities, poor health service, low quality education, lower people self esteem, unstable 

political and economic system and less freedom of the choice of goods and services 

(Rajagopal, 2000). But Ayegba, (2015) highlights the implications of the phenomenon most 

succinctly when he posited that small arms proliferation has the capacity for stimulating back 

lashes, undermining development, weakening government ability to function, threatening 

civil war, provoking humanitarian disaster, and facilitation of the production of craft 

weapons. In the period immediately after Nigeria’s independence Sir Abubakar Tafawa 

Balewa “asked the secretary of state, Dean Rusk for a jet fighter squadron of the latest type. 

In responding to the request, Rusk pointed out that the cost of such a squadron and its 

maintenance was so great that it might equal the cost of educating up to 5,000,000 

Nigerianns” (Mckay, 1963).  

Undoubtedly, the activities of the so called led insurgents have seriously affected various 

fields of human endeavors which can be consider under physical, social and economic 

factors. Physically, the attacking of schools, places of worship, market structures, houses and 

some infrastructures like roads, bridges and electricity cables have led to halting of other 

developmental projects that have bearing n the lives of the entire community. Socially, the 

insurgents crisis have resulted to increase in crime and rate of unemployment among youths 

in Maiduguri, reduction in the standard of living of the inhabitants of the study area, increases 

in number of refuges influxes, and a setback in the educational system and business activities 

across Maiduguri, Borno State, Nigeria. Economically, the crisis have affected market 

linkages between Maiduguri and other neighboring towns, cities and countries like the Niger, 

Chad, Cameroon and even central African where dozens of trailers were always in routes to 

these countries which suddenly came to an end today and many business have close down. 

These have result to a drop in the formal and informal sector of the economic compared to 

what was obtainable some years back (Sahara Reporter, 2014). Which lead to massive death 

of economic activities in the region, leaving the people more improve rushed, starved and un 

employer. The Maiduguri Monday market for instance, which is said to be biggest market in 

the city, is reported to have been seriously affected as hundreds of shop owners, especially 

some Southern have closed their businesses and left the troubled city. About half of the 

10,000 shops and stalls in the market were said to have been abandoned by traders who have 

fled the city. Also, banks and their customers are operating under difficult situation and have 

reduce their business have to guard against being attacked by members of the sect. in fact, 

according to the Borno state commissioner of information, Mr. Inuwa Bwala, it will take the 

state 20 years to recover from the current predicament it has found itself (Shiklam, 2012).  

One can imagine the frustration for young man or woman who had graduated from the 

university and could not secure job years after graduation for such a person, western 

education will ever remain valueless. As a matter of fact, such youths live in a country where 

education is treated with much disdain and where the educated are insignificant, but where 
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uneducated political bandits are assigned status privilege (Wright, 2006). Many graduates in 

Nigeria wander the streets without anything reasonable to do for a living. The government is 

capable but unwilling to provide jobs security for them. Employment in Nigeria is usually not 

based on merit but depends on how connected you are with people that have power. This 

leaves many highly qualified people in poverty as seemingly no one cares to know what they 

are capable of achieving. These people are missing out on the income they would have got if 

they were employed. The number of quality jobs in the economy is low and many 

government resources are misallocated (ibidi). The level of frustration and unemployment 

among youths in the country is a tile ground for activities of such groups like Boko-Haram. 

Their conduct is totally un-Islamic but the whole problem boil down to the failure of 

government at all levels to make the welfare of the citizenry a priority. A nation that allows 

its youths to be idle is sitting on a time bomb because frustrated people seek relief in region 

(Ayegba, 2015) unemployment has become a major problem bedeviling in lives of Nigerian 

youth, causing increased militancy, violent crimes, kidnappings, restiveness and socially 

delinquent behaviour. Youth unemployment is devastating to both the individual and the 

society as a whole both psychologically and economically (as it is) causing frustration, 

dejection and dependency on family members and friends who also have their own problems 

to contend with. The high rate of employment among the youths in Nigeria has contributed to 

the high rate of poverty and insecurity in the country.  At least 36,000 people have been 

killed and 2 million displace since Boko-Haram launched it so called Jihad, insurgency in 

Northeast Nigeria in 2009 (Usigbe, 2012).In Maiduguri Boko-Haram killed at least 405 

children and abducted at least 105 during 2018 and the ground continued lethal attacks on 

civilians including suicide bombing and abduction. In January at least 60 people were killed 

when Boko-Haram fighters overran ram, Borno state. The northeast Boko Haram conflict 

entered its eleventh years, with renewed fighting between security forces and Boko Haram 

factions killing an estimated 640 civilians in 2019 alone. An estimated 27,000 people 

including 37 aid workers have been killed since the on sect of the conflict in 2009, according 

to the United Nation Office for coordination of humanitarian Affairs (Ucha, 2010). In the 

Northeast at least 223,000 people are without security while 100,000 have been cut off from 

humanitarian access as a result of the military departure. Humanitarian actors have no access 

to an estimated 823,000 people (Ayegba, 2015). Boko-Haram launched a deadly attack on 

Borno state government, Babagana Umara Zulum convey on September 27, 2020, as he 

returned from escorting the IDPs for resettlement, while the survived at least 18 people 

including four civilians were killed. The attack came two days after the governor survived 

another attack while traveling near Lake Chad, and a previous ambush by insurgents in July 

2020. On Tuesday, Boko-Haram claimed responsibility for a brutal massacre of rice farmers 

in Northeast Nigeria over the weekend as the death toll rose to 76.  The grim search for 

bodies continues after gunmen on motor bikes attacked the area outside Borno state capital, 

Maiduguri, on Saturday November 2020, slaughtering dozens of laborers in rice fields near 

the village of Zabarmari. It was initially unclear which Boko-Haram faction was behind the 

assault, but the main group loyal to shadowy leader Abubakar Shekau said in a video 

Tuesday it was responsible for what happened around Maiduguri in recent days especially in 

Zabarmari. Shekau, in three minutes video said his group killed 76 farmers because the 

farmers arrested and handed one of its brothers to the Nigeria Army. Borno state information 

commission Baba Kura Abba Jatau, meanwhile, said the death toll had risen from 70-76. 

Forty-three bodies were buried on Saturday and another 33 were buried on Monday; he told 

the AFP news agency, adding that the death toll could rise further. On Tuesday, local teams 

continued the search for bodies, it is a tiring job because regular vehicles can’t make in the 

difficult terrain because they will definitely get struck. Said Abdullaji Umar a member of the 

search team he described the search as “dangerous” because Boko-Haram insurgents operate 
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in the area, which has footpaths links up to the groups Sambisa forest enclave. On Friday 18 

December, 2020 Boko-Haram has reportedly attacked travelers on Damaturu-Maiduguri 

highway abduct 35 people killed 1 woman and burn 7 vehicles along Garin Kohuro at Jakana. 

The Nigeria authorities should priorities civilian protection, and also stop forcing people to 

return to areas where they risk further harm. Too many civilians are dying and its time the 

Nigerian state workers harder to protect them. The incessant attack against civilians in the 

northeast have led to call for commander in chief to dismiss his army chiefs and put in places 

a more effective security structure to save lives and prosperity of Nigerians. It is therefore, 

against this background that the study intends to assess the impact of insurgency on socio-

economic status and un-employment in Borno State, Nigeria                      

Objective of the Study 

The main objective of the study is to assess the impact of insurgency on socio-economic 

status and un-employment in Borno State, Nigeria. The study set out to achieve the following 

specific objectives. To:  

1. Identified the socio-economic status of Borno State, Nigeria 

2. Determine the impact of insurgency in Borno State, Nigeria 

3. Determine level of un-employment as a result of insurgency in Borno State, Nigeria 

4. Assess constraints and challenges confronting communities cause by insurgency in 

Borno state, Nigeria. 

METHODOLOGY 

Borno is located at the North-eastern region of Nigeria, between latitude 110 40
1
N and 110 

44
1
N longitudes, 130 14

1
E of the equator. It covers a total area of 543KM2, with the 

population projected of 5,860,200, Bama, Chibok, Damboa, Gwoza, Konduga and Mafa 

LGA, the area is within the vast open plain which is flat gently undulating, developed on 

youth sedimentary rock of the Chard formation. This relatively flat terrain is sloping toward 

the lake chard and has an average relief ranging between 300m and 600m above sea level 

(NPC, 2021) Descriptive survey design was adopted for this study. The population of the 

study comprised all the 27 LGA of Borno State, due to insurgency is very difficult to have to 

access some remote areas. A Purposive Simple Random Sampling Technique was used to 

select 6 LGA out of 27 and employed the respondents of the study; to ensure effective 

coverage of the study area 64 respondents were selected at random from each of the selected 

6 LGA making a total of 384 respondents. Therefore, a total of 384 subject to this will serve 

as a population for the study, the sample size will be determined using Research Advisor 

(2006). Questionnaire was used to gather data for the study. It was designed to elicit the 

response from the sample of 384 respondents. Data was analyzed using descriptive statistics 

involving Frequency and percentage to answered research questions. The study also could 

serve as a document and a guide to policy maker’s formulation on how to provide insurgency 

and unemployment solution in Maiduguri, Northern Nigeria and Nigeria in general, in 

addition to that, the research could provide some vital information on insurgency and 

unemployment in the study area. The research if published will be significant to provide a 

way out for insurgency and unemployment in Nigeria.   
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DEMOGRAPHIC DATA: Demographic Data of the Respondents is presented in Table1 

Table 1: Respondents Bio-Data 

Gender Educational Background 

Variable Frequency Percentage Variable Frequency Percentage 

Male 241 62.8% Primary 9 2.3% 

Female 143 37.2% Post Primary 100 26.0% 

Total 384 100% Tertiary 200 52.0% 

 

 

Age Range 

Qur’anic/Others  75 19.5% 

Total 384 100% 

Marital Status 

10-17 years 69 17.9% Single 114 29.7% 

18-35 years 160 41.7% Married 220 57.3% 

36-40 years 95 24.8% Separate 5 1.3% 

41-50 years 40 10.4% Divorcee 20 5.2% 

51-above 20 5.2% Widow 25 6.5% 

Total 384 100% Total 384 100% 

*Source: Borno State, Nigeria                                                                   **Field survey 2021 

Table 1 showed that 62.8% (241) were males, while 37.2% (143) were females; this indicates 

majority of the respondents were males followed by females. As indicated in the table above 

17.9% of youth were within the age of 10-17 years while 41.1% (160) of the youth are within 

the age of 18-35 years, 36-40 years were 24.8% (95) while 41-50 of age are 10.4% (40) and 

also 51 years to above indicated that only 5.2% (20) are of that range, therefore, majority of 

the respondents in 18-35 years, followed by 36-40, followed by 10-17 years, followed by 41-

50 years and lastly 51 to above age range. The status of respondents in terms of educational 

qualification those with primary school certificate have 2.3% (9) respondents and those with 

post primary school certificate were 26% (100), while those with tertiary were 52% (200) and 

also those Qur’anic education/others were 19.4% (75) of the respondents as indicated in the 

table, consequently, majority those with tertiary, followed by post primary, followed those 

with Qur’anic education and others, and lastly primary education. Marital status 29.7% (114) 

are single and 57.3% (220) are married, 1.3% (5) separated while divorced were 5.2% (20) 

and 6.5% (25) were widow, accordingly, majority of the respondents were married people, 

followed by single than, widow, than divorcee and lastly separate group. 
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Table 2: The socio-economic status in Borno state, Nigeria 

 

Statement 

Agreed Disagreed 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 

Before insurgency I dependent on my skill 

acquisition, I can take my responsibilities 

362 94.7 22 5.7 

Presently, my skill acquisition can’t take my 

responsibilities as a result of Boko Haram 

activities 

347 90.4 37 9.6 

Presently, I don’t have any source of income 

as a result of Boko Haram activities 

316 82.3 68 17.7 

Before insurgency, I am financially 

dependent  

356 92.7 28 7.3 

Presently, I am financially independent as a 

result of Boko Haram activities 

322 83.9 62 16.1 

I lose my source of incomes as a result of 

insurgency/Boko Haram activities 

340 88.5 44 11.5 

We are in poor health status as a result of 

Boko Haram activities 

347 90.4 37 9.6 

There is  lack of peace of mind as a result of 

Boko Haram activities 

368 95.8 16 4.1 

I lost my shelter as a result of Boko Haram 

activities 

300 78.1 84 21.9 

Total 3058 (339) 79.6 (88.5) 398 (44.2) 103.5 (11.5) 

 *Source: Borno State, Nigeria                                                                  **Field survey 2021 

Table 2 shows socio-economic status in Borno state, Nigeria, it was found that before 

insurgency majority of the respondents dependent on skill acquisition (362) 94.2% agreed 

and 22 (5.7% disagreed, 347 (90.4%) agreed that presently their skill acquisition can’t take 

their responsibilities and 37 (9.6%) disagreed, 316 (82.3%) agreed that right now, don’t have 

any source of income and 68 (17.7%) disagreed,  356 (92.7%) agreed that before insurgency 

they are financially independent and 28 (7.3%) disagreed, 322 (83.9%) of the responses 

agreed presently, financially dependent while 62 (16.1%) disagreed,  and 340 (88.5%) agreed 

upon lose of source of incomes as a result of insurgency while 44 (11.5%) disagreed. While 

347 (90.4) agreed with that they are in poor health status and 37 (9.6%) disagreed, and lack of 

peace of mind 368 (95.8%) and 16(4.1%) disagreed, 300 (78.1%) agreed that they lost their 

shelters and 84 (21.9%) disagreed. Generally, majority of the respondents agreed that as a 

result of insurgency there are very poor socio-economic status in Borno state, Nigeria 

because 339 (88.5%) agreed and 44 (7%) disagreed. 

Table 3: The impact of insurgency in Borno State  

 

Statement 

Agreed Disagreed 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 

Lack of healthcare facilities 346 90.1% 38 9.9% 

Destruction of government properties like road, 

offices, schools etc 

366 95.3% 18 4.7% 

Destruction of security buildings and killing 

security personnel’s 

372 96.9% 12 3.1% 

Destruction of places of worshiping 372 96.9% 12 3.1% 

Total 1456 (364%) 379.2 (94.8%) 80 (20%) 20.8 (5.2%) 

*Source: Borno State, Nigeria                                                                   **Field survey 2021 

Table 3 shows that lack of healthcare facilities 346 (90.1%) agreed and 38 (9.9%) disagreed, 

destruction of government properties like road, offices, schools etc 366 (95.3%) agreed and 
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18 (4.7%) disagreed), destruction of security buildings and killed security personnel’s and 

destruction of places of worshiping with 372 (96.9%) agreed and 12 (3.1%) disagreed. 

Generally, majority of the respondents agreed that as a result of insurgency there are negative 

impacts in Borno State because 364 (94.8%) agreed and 20 (5.2%) disagreed. 

Table 4: The level of unemployment as a result of insurgency in Borno State, Nigeria 

 

Statement 

Agreed Disagreed 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 

Loss of my source of incomes  350 91.1% 34 8.9% 

Majority of my relative lost their source of 

incomes 

358 93.2% 26 6.8% 

Majority of our family lost their source of 

incomes 

364 94.8% 20 5.2% 

Majority of our neighbors lost their source of 

incomes 

358 93.2% 26 6.8% 

My wife/wives/husband lost their source of 

incomes 

320 83.3% 64 17.7% 

we accommodate refuges in our house   305 79.4% 79 20.6% 

I or my relative face sexual abuse/harassment 320 83.3% 64 16.7% 

I lose majority of my relatives 365 97.3% 19 4.9% 

Our children not regular in the school 365 97.3% 19 4.9% 

Total 3105 (345) 812 (.9%) 

90% 

351 (39) 92.5% (10%) 

*Source: Borno State, Nigeria                                                                   **Field survey 2021 

Table 4 shows that loss of my source of incomes and accommodate refuges in their house 350 

(91.1%) agreed and 34 (8.9%) disagreed, majority of the respondents agreed that their 

relative lost their source of incomes, majority of their neighbors lost their source of incomes 

358 (93.2%), 26 (6.8%) disagreed, majority of their family lost their source of incomes 20 

(5.2%) disagreed and 358 (93.2%) agreed, respondents wife/wives/husband lost their source 

of incomes and  their relative face sexual abuse/harassment 320 (83.3%) agreed and 64 

(16.7%) disagreed, 365 (97.3%) of the respondents agreed that they lose majority of their 

relatives and their children not regular in the school while 19 (10%) disagreed. Generally, 

majority of the respondents agreed that there are very high levels of unemployment as a result 

of insurgency in Borno State, Nigeria 345 (90%) agreed and 39 (15.6%) disagreed.      

Table 5: Constraints and challenges confronting community cause by insurgency in 

Borno State, Nigeria 

 

Statement 

Agreed Disagreed 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 

Lack of available qualified teachers and 

educational facilities e.g. instructional 

materials, books etc  

266 69.3% 118 30.7% 

Shortage and overcrowded of formal schools 231 60.1% 153 39.8% 

Lack of employments and economic challenges 366 95.3% 18 4.7% 

Sexual harassments 350 93.3% 34 8.9% 

There is too much food insecurity, begging    365 97.3% 19 4.9% 

Very much  healthcare/facilities    370 98.7% 14 3.6% 

Total 1948 

324 

514 

(85.7%) 

356 (59) 92.6% (15.4%) 

*Source: Borno State, Nigeria                                                                   **Field survey 2021 
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Table 5 shows that lack of available qualified teachers and educational facilities e.g. 

instructional materials, books etc majority of the respondents 266 (69.3%) agreed and 118 

(30.7%) disagreed, shortage and overcrowded of formal schools 153 (39.8%) disagreed and 

231 (60%) agreed, 366 (95.3% agreed on lack of employments and economic challenges 

while 18 (4.7%) disagreed, Sexual harassments 34 (8.9%) disagreed and 350 (93.3%) agreed, 

365 (97.3%) agreed on too much food insecurity, beggars while 19 (4.9%) disagreed, in terms 

of poor healthcare/facilities 14 (3.6%) disagreed and 370 (98.7%) agreed. Generally, majority 

of the respondents agreed that the constraints and challenges confronting community cause 

by insurgency in Borno State, Nigeria 324 (85.7%) of the respondents agreed and 60 (15.6%) 

disagreed.      

Table 6: The socio-economic status in Borno state, Nigeria 

 

Statement 

Agreed Disagreed 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 

Availability of security personnel with all 

supports needed 

356 92.9% 28 7.3% 

Encourage Civilian Guard  240 64.0% 144 37.5% 

Involve community members/leaders in 

running security activities 

366 95.3% 18 4.7% 

Involve religious leaders in security 

activities  

356 92.9% 28 7.3% 

Emphasize on community awareness on 

important of security  

384 100% 0 0% 

Justice must be done by leaders 384 100% 0 0% 

Equal treatment to all 322 84.0% 62 16.1% 

Free and compulsory education to all 372 96.9% 12 3.1% 

Community development centers should 

be well equipped with human and non-

human materials  

384 100% 0 0% 

Government should provide ways that 

reduce poverty and food insecurity in the 

community 

384 100% 0 0% 

Improve modern business & farming 

activities 

384 100% 0 0% 

Emphasis on youth 

development/empowerment activities  

384 100% 0 0% 

Improve healthcare status 384 100% 0 0% 

Agitate community 

participation/involvement in decision 

making  

376 97.9% 8 2.1% 

Encourage community to adopt changes 

from traditional and cultural to modern 

practices  

362 94.3% 22 5.7% 

Promote adult literacy programmes 384 100% 0 0% 

Provide adequate fund for community 

development programme 

376 98.9% 8 2.1% 

Discourage fraud, dishonesty and 

corruption 

384 100% 0 0% 

Total 6582 (365) 716.4 (95.4%) 330 (19) 85.9% (4.8%) 

*Source: Borno State, Nigeria                                                                   **Field survey 2021 
 

Table 6 shows that available security personnel with all supports needed and involve 

religious leaders in security activities disagreed with 28 (7.3%) and 356 (92.7%) agreed, 
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encourage civilian Guard 144 (37.5%) disagreed, 240 (64.0%) agreed, involve community 

members/leaders in running security activities as 18 (4.7%) disagreed, 356 (92.7%) agreed, 

emphasize on community awareness on important of security, justice must be done by 

leaders, community development centers should be well equipped with human and non-

human materials, government should provide ways that reduce poverty and food insecurity in 

the community, community development centers should be well equipped with human and 

non-human materials, government should provide ways that reduce poverty and food 

insecurity in the community, improve modern business & farming activities, improve 

healthcare status, promote adult literacy programmes and discourage fraud, dishonesty and 

corruption all agreed with 384 (100%), equal treatment to all 322 (84.0%) agreed and 62 

(16.1%) disagreed, free and compulsory education to all 372 (96.9%) agreed and 12 (3.1%) 

disagreed, agitate community participation/involvement in decision making 376 (97.9%) 

agreed and 8 (2.1%) disagreed, encourage community to adopt changes from traditional and 

cultural to modern practices 362 (94.3%) agreed and 22 (5.7%) disagreed, provide adequate 

fund for community development programme 376 (98.9%) agreed and 8 (2.1%) disagreed. 

Generally, 365 (95.4%) of the respondents highly agreed with the poor socio-economic status 

in Borno state, Nigeria as a result of insurgency while 19 (4.8%) disagreed. 

Conclusion and recommendations 

One of the most important roles of government to ensure security on the nation, the study 

assessed the impact of insurgency on socio-economic status and unemployment in Borno 

State, Nigeria, the findings of the study indicated that majority of the respondents agreed that 

as a result of insurgency there are very poor socio-economic status in Borno state, Nigeria 

because 339 (88.5%) agreed and 44 (7%) disagreed , there are negative impacts in Borno 

State because 364 (94.8%) agreed and 20 (5.2%) disagreed, high levels of unemployment as a 

result of insurgency in Borno State, Nigeria 345 (90%) agreed and 39 (15.6%) disagreed, the 

constraints and challenges confronting community cause by insurgency in Borno State, 

Nigeria 324 (85.7%) agreed and 60 (15.6%) disagreed and  365 (95.4%) of the respondents 

highly agreed with the poor socio-economic status in Borno state, Nigeria as a result of 

insurgency while 19 (4.8%) disagreed. Generally speaking, 1737 (90.9) strongly agreed that 

there insurgency affected socio-economic status and increase rate of unemployment in Borno 

State, Nigeria on the other hand 181 (9.4%) disagreed. The following recommendations have 

been made as: Nigerian Government should address the major cause of current insecurity i.e. 

insurgence, bandit, kidnappers, in this country which is socio-economic deprivation, as a 

manifesto in high level of poverty, all efforts should be made to provide basic needs for the 

citizens, this could be done by reducing the high level of unemployment especially among the 

youth, Nigerian government should identify and collaborate with neighboring countries, 

especially countries that share borders with us, to form strategic security networks of 

intelligence forces to cheek illegality across border and help fight insurgency, Cameroon, 

Chard, Benin Republic and Niger could help fight insurgency in Nigeria, the recent 

collaboration between Nigeria and China is a point in a good direction and since security of 

life and properties is one of the fundamental objective and direction principal of Nigeria, 

government should do all her best to secure the life and properties of people, fund and 

equipment that will help security agencies to their job should be made available to them. The 

study also could serve as a document and a guide to policy maker’s formulation on how to 

provide insurgency and unemployment solution in Maiduguri, Northern Nigeria and Nigeria 

in general, in addition to that, the research could provide some vital information on 

insurgency and unemployment in the study area. The research if published will be significant 

to provide a way out for on insurgency and unemployment in Nigeria.   
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