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Abstract 

 

The study focused on entrepreneurship education for empowering Delta State youths beyond 

oil and national economic development. The study used a descriptive procedure and was 

carried out in Delta State. The population of the study consisted one thousand (1,000) final 

year students and one thousand (1000) small business entrepreneurs making a total of two 

thousand (2000) entrepreneurs across the state. The study was carried out in eight public 

tertiary institutions in Delta State. The entire population were studied, hence there was no 

sample. Structured questionnaires were used as the instrument for data collection. To 

ascertain the internal consistency of the instrument Cronbach’s Alpha technique was used for 

its analysis. Reliability coefficients for the cluster were as follows; cluster A: 0.984, cluster 

B: 0.977, and cluster E: 0.985. These gave an overall reliability score as 0.994. The result 

indicated that the instrument was reliable and therefore considered appropriate for use. Data 

collected were finally analyzed using descriptive statistics of frequency distribution; mean 

and standard deviation while the t-test statistical tool was used to test the hypotheses at 0.05 

level of significance. The findings of the study revealed that effective skill acquisition, proper 

funding of entrepreneurship education and proper monitoring of entrepreneurship education 

empowers Delta State youths beyond oil and national economic development to a low extent. 

The study recommended among other things that government at all levels should ensure that 

schools are equipped with necessary infrastructural and instructional facilities that will help 

to make teaching and learning of entrepreneurship education very effective; all stakeholders 

in education sector should ensure that entrepreneurship education is properly funded and 

that funds are released and made accessible as and when due.  
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Introduction 

The economic, political, and social influence of the global economic meltdown have 

made nations to look inward in order to build a viable domestic economy that will be 

relatively immune from the financial and economic strangulations which may occur within 

the nation. The development of entrepreneurial talent is important in order to sustain a 

competitive advantage in a global economy that is characterized by innovation. The role of 

quality entrepreneurial education and training in identifying and nurturing entrepreneurial 

potentials among youths is becoming apparent to students, educators and policy makers. 

 

Unemployment remains the major cause of poverty particularly among the youths 

between 18 to 28 age cohort. Delta State has one of the highest rates of youths’ 

unemployment in Nigeria. Despite its alleged strong economic growth, Oviawe (2010) noted 

that youths’ full time unemployment rate in Delta State for 2006-2008 was 55.9 percent, that 

is 4 times higher than the national unemployment rate of 19 percent. Delta State is faced with 

myriad of problems including, pollution, militant conflicts, poverty, ethnic strife and 

unemployment. Of the above problems, unemployment seems to be a common denominator 

to all the problems listed. The situation of unemployment in Delta State is such that it does 

not discriminate against the educated youths from the university, polytechnic and colleges of 

education graduates. Some writers have attributed the high rate of unemployment of 

university graduates to a disequilibrium between labour market demands and lack of essential 

skills of the university products (Diejomah and Orimolade in Emeh, 2012; Dabalen, Oni and 

Adekola, 2010). Oviawe (2010) argued that the obvious critical skill gaps are capable of 

inhibiting the development of Delta State youths in particular and the nation in general. 

 

The introduction of different entrepreneurial programmes for the youths by the 

Government of Delta State will provide further evidence of the need for youths economic 

empowerment and self-employment as a viable career option for young people beyond oil, 

and as well brings national development. 

 

The recent global economic meltdown has brought to the limelight, the reality, that 

the world is a global market. Aham in Ngwube and Ogbuagu (2014)posit that the economy 

works like a web and what affects the state affects the nation. It is to this extent that 

developing state like Delta needs to look inwards, away from white collar jobs, as well as the 

single product economy (crude oil) to engaging the minds of youths in tertiary institutions to 

entrepreneurial practices and experiences through strategic entrepreneurial education. It is no 

gainsaying, that the Nigeria economy is solely sponsored by the revenue of the oil sector 

derived from the Niger Delta. It is sad that a once thriving economy with multiple 

agricultural exports such as cocoa, groundnut, hides and skin etc, is now solely dependent on 

the rise and fall of price of oil in the international market. A fall, whether drastic or slow, in 

the price of oil will result to a fall in the domestic Nigerian economy. It was therefore no 

surprise that the Federal government of Nigeria, through the National Universities 

Commission (NUC), introduced Entrepreneurship Education (EE) which is aimed at 

equipping tertiary students with entrepreneurial skills, attributes and competencies in order to 

be job creators, employers of labour and not just job hunters. This is to improve the 

economic, technological and industrial development of the nation, as well as to reduce 

poverty to the barest minimum. 
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Statement of the Problem 

Despite its recognized importance as a veritable tool for tackling unemployment, 

policy makers in Delta State are yet to give entrepreneurship education its deserved attention.  

Observation shows that the youthful years mark the critical stage of human development 

when they are amenable to training especially in entrepreneurship as opposed to self-

destructive behaviours. Delta State policy makers have been unable to see through the 

connection between entrepreneurship and youth unemployment. The state is yet to conceive 

and formulate effectively policies aimed at frontally addressing unemployment among the 

youths. Some of the youths who set entrepreneurship ventures have not effectively made a 

positive impact in the State, which would have helped in reducing unemployment. This could 

be as a result of improper skill acquisition, poor funding, and lack of monitoring, because an 

enabling environment that nurtures entrepreneurship is capable of reducing youth 

unemployment. 

 

Could the reason be that Delta youths are lacking in skill acquisition, proper funding 

and proper monitoring to embark on entrepreneurship ventures?  Based on these, the 

researchers deemed necessary to carryout investigation on entrepreneurship education for 

empowering Delta State youths beyond oil and national economic development.   

 

Purpose of the Study 

The general purpose of this study is to determine how entrepreneurship education will 

empower Delta State youths beyond oil which will lead to national economic development.  

 

Specifically, this study seeks to find out: 

1. The extent to which effective skill acquisition in entrepreneurship education empowers 

Delta State youths beyond oil and national economic development.  

2. The extent which proper funding of entrepreneurship education empowers Delta State 

youths beyond oil and national economic development 

3. The extent which youths proper monitoring of entrepreneurship education empowers 

Delta State youths beyond oil and national economic development 

 

Research Questions  
The following research questions were structured to guide the study; 

1. To what extent does effective skill acquisition in entrepreneurship education empowers 

Delta State youths beyond oil and national economic development? 

2. To what extent does proper funding of entrepreneurship education empower Delta State 

youths beyond oil and national economic development. 

3. To what extent does proper monitoring of entrepreneurship education empower Delta 

State youths beyond oil and national economic development 

 

Hypotheses 
 The following null hypotheses are formulated to be tested at 0.05% in the course of the study: 

1. There is no significant difference in the mean rating between youths in state and 

federal on effective skill acquisition in entrepreneurship education empowerment and 

national economic development. 

2. There is no significant difference in the mean rating between youths in state and 

federal on proper funding of entrepreneurship education empowerment beyond oil and 

national economic development.  
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3. There is no significant difference in the mean rating between  youth in state and 

federal in monitoring  entrepreneurship education empowerment  beyond oil national 

economic development  

 

Methodology 

The study used a descriptive procedure and was carried out in Delta State. The 

population of the study consisted one thousand (1,000) final year students and one thousand 

(1000) small business entrepreneurs making a total of two thousand (2000) entrepreneurs 

across the state. The study was carried out in eight public tertiary institutions in Delta State 

which include Delta State university Abraka, Delta State polytechnic OgwashiUku, Delta 

State polytechnic Ozoro, Delta State polytechnic Otefe-oghara, College of Education Agbor, 

College of Education Warri, college of physical and health Mosogar, Federal College of 

Education (Technical), Asaba and small scale business owner in rural and urban areas in 

Delta State. The entire population were studied, hence there was no sample. Structured 

questionnaires were used as the instrument which were of two sections. Section A sought the 

demographic data of respondents while section B consists of 30 items on 4-point rating scale. 

The 4-point rating scales include very high extent (4), high extent (3), low extent (2) and very 

low extent (1). The instrument was validated by four experts from Vocational Education 

Department in Delta State University Abraka, and Federal College of Education (Technical) 

Asaba. To ascertain the internal consistency of the instrument Cronbach’s Alpha technique 

was used for its analysis. Reliability coefficients for the cluster were as follows; cluster A: 

0.984, cluster B: 0.977, and cluster E: 0.985. These gave an overall reliability score as 0.994. 

The result indicated that the instrument was reliable and therefore considered appropriate for 

use. The instrument was administered to the respondents with the help of four research 

assistants. 800 questionnaires were distributed to the selected officials. Answers to the 

research questions were determined using the mean on a 4-point rating scale. Mean and 

standard deviation were used to answer the research questions. The null hypotheses were 

tested at 0.05 level of significance using the t-test. Using the mean, a bench mark of 2.5 was 

used as a limiting score for acceptance while any score below 2.5 were rejected by way of 

interpretation. Thus, any item of the instrument with 2.5 scores and above were accepted as 

one of the strategies for the acquisition of employability, competencies by Delta State youths 

while any score below 2.5 were rejected. On the other hand, a null hypothesis was accepted if 

the t.calculated value is less than the t.critical value. If the reverse, the null hypothesis was 

rejected. Data collected were finally analyzed using descriptive statistics of frequency 

distribution; percentage and mean while the t-test statistical tool was used to test the 

hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance.  

 

Presentation of Results 
    The results of this study are presented according to the research questions and 

hypotheses that were formulated for the study in the tables as follows.   

 

Research Question 1   

To what extent does effective skill acquisition in entrepreneurship education 

empowers Delta State youths beyond oil and national economic development? 

Data collected from items 1-10 in section B of the research instrument were used to answer 

this research question one. Summary of result of data analysis are presented in Table 1. 



African Journal of Business and Economic Development | ISSN: 2782-7658 

Vol. 1, Issue 6 (June, 2021) | www.ijaar.org 

Journal DOI: 10.46654/AJBED   

Article DOI: 10.46654/AJBED.620 

 

63 

 

Table1: Mean and standard deviation of the respondents on the extent of effective skill 

acquisition in entrepreneurship education empowerment of Delta State youths beyond 

oil and national economic development 

S/N ITEM STATEMENT N X SD DECISION 

1 Skills for self reliance in entrepreneurship effectively 

enhance youths ideology 

776 2.16 0.86 LE 

2 Ensuring that effective creativity on thing around 

empower youth’s ideology 

776 2.10 0.84 LE 

3 Ensure proper innovation among youths 776 2.85 0.79 HE 

4 Ensure proper timing with business around 776 2.22 0.93 HE 

5 Determine higher levels of academic excellence by 

providing necessary instructional materials needed for 

learning entrepreneurship.  

776 2.29 0.83 LE 

6 Conducting internal supervision in the school regularly to 

improve performance.  

776 2.07 0.85 LE 

7 Ensure regular and effective training for entrepreneurship 

sustainable skills  

776 1.99 0.90 LE 

8 Managerial skills in entrepreneurial education arouse 

youths’ interest 

776 2.03 0.90 LE 

9 Marketing skills in the field of entrepreneurship 

empowers Delta youths 

776 2.25 0.92 LE 

10 Technical skills effectively empower the youths 

acquired beyond oil and national economic 

development 

776 2.29 0.83 LE 

 Grand Mean  1.97 0.8 LE 

 

 Table1 shows Mean and Standard deviation of the responses on effective skill 

acquisition in entrepreneurship education empowerment of Delta State youths beyond oil and 

national economic development. The analysis revealed that in all the10 items in cluster A, 

that contain information on Skills for self reliance in entrepreneurship effectively enhance 

youths ideology, ensuring that effective creativity on thing around empower youth’s 

ideology, Determine higher levels of academic excellence by providing necessary 

instructional materials needed for learning entrepreneurship, conducting internal supervision 

in the school regularly to improve performance, ensure regular and effective training for 

entrepreneurship sustainable skills, Managerial skills in entrepreneurial education arouse 

youths’ interest, marketing skills in the field of entrepreneurship empowers Delta youths and 

technical skills effectively empower the youths acquired beyond oil and national economic 

development, were performed to a low Extent (LE) while the remaining ones –(Items 3 and 

4) which are on: ensure proper innovation among youths and Ensure proper timing with 

business around, were performed to a High Extent (HE). The mean of means value is 2.97; 

this is between 1.50 and 2.97 and corresponds to Low Extent (LE).  

 

Research Question 2  

To what extent does proper funding of entrepreneurship education empowers Delta State 

youths beyond oil and national economic development? 

 

Data collected from items 11-20 in section B of the research instrument were used to answer 

this research question. Summary of result of data analysis are presented in Table 2. 
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Table 2: Mean and Standard deviation of the respondents on the extent of proper 

funding of entrepreneurship education empowerment of Delta State youths beyond oil 

and national economic development 

S/N ITEM STATEMENT N X SD DECISION 

11 Funding foster the specific skills among the youths 776 3.16 0.66 HE 

12 Provision of efficiency entrepreneurial equipment 

enhances youths skills beyond oil 

776 3.10 0.68 HE 

13 Creates economic friendly among youths.  776 1.89 0.72 LE 

14 Funds create a small venture capital funds 776 1.69 0.67 LE 

15 Provision of consumable training material 776 2.29 0.83 LE 

16 Assist the youths  through load 776 2.07 0.85 LE 

17 Provision of instructional material for effective teaching 776 2.21 0.83 LE 

18 Supply of needed electricity for effective training 776 2.00 0.84 LE 

19 Provision of conducive environment for effective training 776 2.24 0.83 LE 

20 Supply of learning materials for entrepreneurship 

education 

776 1.96 0.81 LE 

 Grand Mean  2.26 0.85 LE 

Table 2 revealed that items 13-20 which are on create a economic friendly among 

youths, Funds create a small venture capital funds, provision of consumable training 

material, assist the youth through load, provision of instructional material for effective 

teaching, supply of needed electricity for effective training, provision of conducive 

environment for effective training and supply of learning materials for entrepreneurship 

education, had mean scores of  1.89, 1.69, 2.29, 2.21, 2.07, 2.21, 2.00, 2.24 and 1.96 with 

standard deviation of 0.72, 0.67, 0.83, 0.85, 0.83, 0.84, 0.83 and 0.81 respectively. This 

showed that the means value for the cluster is 2.00; which is between 1.50 and 2.49 and 

corresponds to Low Extent (LE).  

 

Research Question 3  

To what extent does proper monitoring of entrepreneurship education empower Delta 

State youths beyond oil and national economic development?  

 

Data collected from items 21-30 in section B of the research instrument were used to answer 

this research question. Summary of result of data analysis are presented in Table 3. 
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Table 3: Mean and Standard deviation of the respondents on the extent of proper 

monitoring of entrepreneurship education empowerment of Delta State 

youths beyond oil and national economic development 

S/N ITEM STATEMENT N X SD DECISION 

21 Provision of mentoring support in the areas of 

entrepreneurship 

776 1.75 0.42 LE 

22 Promulgation of law compelling entrepreneurship at 

large 

776 2.16 0.86 LE 

23 Assess youths through seminar  776 2.10 0.84 LE 

24 Ensure that money disbursed are properly utilized   776 2.85 0.79 HE 

25 Ensure that all expenditures are covered with receipts 776 2.22 0.93 LE 

26 Set out effective agencies over monitoring of 

enterprises investment  

776 2.04 0.78 LE 

27 Evaluation of entrepreneurs income annually 776 1.90 0.80 LE 

28 Allow entrepreneurs to manage their funds effectively 776 2.02 0.76 LE 

29 Involve the government agencies in the management 

of available funds disburse  

776 1.88 0.79 LE 

30 Ensure that proper returns are made to the Ministry as 

at when due. 

776 2.03 0.77 LE 

 Grand Mean  2.09 0.69 LE 

 

The results on table 3 revealed that the respondents to low extent accepted that 

provision of mentoring support in the areas of entrepreneurship, promulgation of law 

compelling entrepreneurship at large, assess youths through seminar, ensure that all 

expenditures are covered with receipts, Set out effective agencies over monitoring of 

enterprises investment, evaluation entrepreneurs income annually, allow entrepreneurs to 

manage their funds effectively, Involve the government agencies in the management of 

available funds disburse,  and Ensure that proper returns are made to the Ministry as at when 

due, with the mean scores of 1.75, 2.16, 2.10,2.22, 2.04, 1.90,1.88 and 2.03 respectively. The 

mean of means for the cluster is 2.09; this is between 1.50 and 2.49 and corresponds to Low 

Extent (LE).   

 

4.2 Research Hypotheses  

H01: There is no significant difference in the mean rating between youths in state and federal 

in the proper skill acquisition in entrepreneurship education empowerment and national 

economic development. Summary of results were shown on Table 4. 
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Table 4: t-test of difference in the mean responses on youths in state and federal in the 

effective skill acquisition in entrepreneurship education empowerment of Delta 

State youth beyond oil and national economic development 

Items Category of respondents  N Mean  SD t-cal Alpha t-cv Decision  

1 State Youths 308 2.26 0.93 2.65 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.10 0.80     

2 State Youths 308 2.26 0.92 14.57 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.00 o.76     

3 State Youths 308 2.75 0.86 2.82 0.05 1.96 Significant  

 Federal Youths 468 2.92 0.73     

4 State Youths 308 2.26 0.93 0.96 0.05 196 Not Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.20 0.94     

5 State Youths 308 1.76 0.76 17.02 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.65 0.67     

6 State Youths 308 1.50 0.73 7.9 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.26 0.87     

7 State Youths 308 1.84 0.75 5.99 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.16 0.96     

8 State Youths 308 2.81 0.90 1.01 0.05 1.96 Not Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.03 0.90     

9 State Youths 308 3.08 0.90 0.28 0.05 1.96 Not Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.30 0.93     

10 State Youths 308 1.95 0.76 17.02 0.05 196 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.24 0.67     

 Average     7.02  1.96 Significant  
 

Summary of result presented in Table 4 indicates that there is significant difference in 

the mean rating between youths in state and federal in the proper skill acquisition in 

entrepreneurship education empowerment and national economic development.  This is 

because the t-calculated value is greater than the t-critical value, that is 7.02 as against 1.96. 

Therefore, the alternative hypothesis of significant difference should be upheld. 

 

H02: There is no significant difference in the mean rating between youths in state and federal 

in funding of entrepreneurship education empowerment of Delta State youth beyond oil and 

national economic development. Summary of results were shown in Table 5. 
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Table 5: t-test of difference in the mean responses of youths in state and federal in 

funding of entrepreneurship education empowerment of Delta State youth 

beyond oil and national economic development. 

Items Category of respondents  N Mean  SD t-cal Alpha t-cv Decision  

11 State Youths 308 3.17 0.67 0.50 0.05 1.96 Not Sign 

 Federal Youths 468 3.15 0.65     

12 State Youths 308 3.15 0.68 1.47 0.05 1.96 Not Sign 

 Federal Youths 468 3.07 0.67     

13 State Youths 308 1.76 0.76 3.90 0.05 1.96 Significant  

 Federal Youths 468 1.97 0.73     

14 State Youths 308 1.78 0.73 2.84 0.05 196 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 1.64 0.61     

15 State Youths 308 1.76 0.76 17.02 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.65 0.69     

16 State Youths 308 1.79 0.74 7.70 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.26 0.87     

17 State Youths 308 1.76 0.76 13.52 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.15 0.74     

18 State Youths 308 1.78 0.73 6.05 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.56 0.87     

19 State Youths 308 1.76 0.76 14.84 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.56 0.71     

20 State Youths 308 1.78 0.73 4.94 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.08 0.84     

 Average     7.2  1.96 Significant  
 

Summary of result presented in Table 5 indicates that there is significant difference in 

the mean rating between youths in state and federal in funding of entrepreneurship education 

empowerment beyond oil and national economic development. This is because the t-

calculated value is greater than the t-critical value, that is 7.2 as against 1.96. Therefore, the 

alternative hypothesis of significant difference should be upheld. 

 

H03: There is no significant difference in the mean rating between  youths in state and federal 

in monitoring  entrepreneurship education empowerment of Delta State youth beyond oil and 

national economic development. Summary of results were shown in Table 6. 
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Table 6: t-test of difference in the mean responses of youths in state and federal in 

monitoring entrepreneurship education empowerment of Delta State youth 

beyond oil and national economic development. 

Items Category of respondents  N Mean  SD t-cal Alpha t-cv Decision  

21 State Youths 308 1.38 0.48 27.22 0.05 1.96 Significant  

 Federal Youths 468 2.00 0.00     

22 State Youths 308 2.26 0.93 2.65 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.10 0.80     

23 State Youths 308 2.26 0.76 4.32 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.00 0.76     

24 State Youths 308 2.75 0.86 2.82 0.05 196 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.92 0.73     

25 State Youths 308 2.69 0.93 0.96 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 2.20 0.94     

26 State Youths 308 2.00 0.75 0.98 0.05 1.96 Not Sign 

 Federal Youths 468 2.06 0.80     

27 State Youths 308 1.96 0.79 1.55 0.05 1.96 Not Sign 

 Federal Youths 468 1.86 0.80     

28 State Youths 308 1.99 0.73 0.96 0.05 1.96 Not Sign 

 Federal Youths 468 2.05 0.78     

29 State Youths 308 1.96 0.79 2.05 0.05 1.96 Significant 

 Federal Youths 468 1.84 0.78     

30 State Youths 308 2.00 0.73 0.92 0.05 196 Not Sign 

 Federal Youths 468 2.05 0.79     

 Average     4.44  1.96 Significant  
 

Summary of result presented in Table 6 indicates that there is significant difference in 

the mean rating between youths in state and federal in monitoring entrepreneurship education 

empowerment of Delta State youth beyond oil and national economic development. This is 

because the t-calculated value is lower than the t-critical value, that is 4.44 as against 1.96. 

Therefore, the alternative hypothesis of significant difference was upheld. 

 

Summary of the Findings 

Based on the analysis of the data, the following are the summary of the findings:  

1. Effective skill acquisition in entrepreneurship education empowers Delta State youths 

beyond oil and national economic development to a low extent. 

2. Proper funding of entrepreneurship education empowers Delta State youths beyond 

oil and national economic development to a low extent. 

3. Proper monitoring of entrepreneurship education empowers Delta State youths 

beyond oil and national economic development to a low extent. 

4. There is significant difference in the mean rating between youths in state and federal 

on effective skill acquisition in entrepreneurship education empowerment and 

national economic development.  

5. There is significant difference in the mean rating between youths in state and federal 

on proper funding of entrepreneurship education empowerment beyond oil and 

national economic development.  
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6. There is significant difference in the mean rating between youth in state and federal in 

monitoring entrepreneurship education empowerment beyond oil and national 

economic development.  

 

 Conclusion 

  The study focused on entrepreneurship education for empowering Delta State youth 

beyond oil and national economic development. And based on the findings of the study, it 

could be concluded that entrepreneurship education does not really empower Delta State 

youths beyond oil and national economic development.  

 

Recommendations  

 Government at all levels should ensure that schools are equipped with necessary 

infrastructural and instructional facilities that will help to make teaching and learning 

of entrepreneurship education very effective.  

 All stakeholders in education sector should ensure that entrepreneurship education is 

properly funded and that funds are released and made accessible as and when due.  

 The central bank of Nigeria should encourage various financial institutions to provide 

financial assistance and advisory services to graduates and non-graduates that pass 

through entrepreneurship education and have viable feasibility study and zeal of 

establishing innovative small scale businesses.  

 Government and other stakeholders should ensure to monitor the necessary amenities 

and infrastructural facilities provided as this will enable entrepreneurship education to 

thrive.  
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